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ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
Committee on Political Affairs

MINUTES
of the meeting of 30 November 2010

Palais du Peuple
Plenary Hall

Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of Congo)

The meeting was opened at 10.15 on Tuesday, 30 November 2010, 
by Sir Louis Straker (ACP Co-Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (AP 100.852)

The Co-Chair informed the Committee that the EU side would be co-chaired by Michael 
Gahler in the absence of the EU Co-Chair and Vice-chairs. The draft agenda was adopted as 
reflected in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 29 and 30 September 2010 in Brussels (AP 
100.851)

Decision: The minutes were approved.

3. Co-Chairmen’s announcements

The Co-Chair made announcements concerning the workshops, the absence of the EU 
Council representative and various events due to take place during the 20th Session.

4. The Role of Free and Independent Media (AP 100.655/A and AP 100.655/B)

Co-Rapporteurs: Mr Reiner Wieland and Mr Donald Ramotar (Guyana) (replacing Mr Jean 
Rodolphe Joazile (Haiti))
Discussion of and vote on amendments (AP 100.655/1-28)

Following an introductory statement by the co-rapporteurs the Committee proceeded to vote 
on the report and the amendments.

A separate vote and a vote by separate houses on Recital Ha (new) were requested by the 
S&D group and the Recital was rejected.

A vote by separate houses on amendment 2 was requested by the EPP group and the 
amendment was adopted.

A vote by separate houses on amendments 3 and 4 was requested by the EPP group and 
the amendments were rejected.
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A separate vote and a vote by separate houses on amendment 5 were requested by the 
EPP group and the amendment was rejected.

A vote by separate houses on amendment 6 was requested by the EPP group and the 
amendment was rejected.

Result: The amended resolution was adopted unanimously.

The Chair congratulated the co-rapporteurs on their work.

5. "Challenges for the future of democracy and respecting constitutional order in ACP 
and EU countries

Co-Rapporteurs: Mr Olle Schmidt and Mr François Ibovi (Republic of Congo)

It was announced that there would be no presentation from the African Union due to lack of 
notice and time. Since Mr Schmidt was delayed due to winter weather disruption to flights 
in Northern Europe, Mr Ibovi (Republic of Congo) alone made a presentation of the working 
document.

The following spoke: Martínez Martínez, Toga (Ethiopia), Lutundula (DRC), De Keyser, 
Ramotar (Guyana), Durant and Nedelcheva. 

Mr Ibovi wound up the debate and it was agreed that the Co-Rapporteurs would present for 
the next meeting a preliminary draft resolution with explanatory statement the length of 
which will be in accordance with the rules applicable in this matter.

6. Exchange of views on the political situation in ACP and EU states, including petitions 
received by European Parliament (0486/2010 & 0454/2010)

It was announced that the petitions concerned had been sent to the JPA for information only, 
had already been answered and there was no further follow-up required from the JPA.

The following spoke: Bamnante (Togo), Lutundula (DRC) and Naib (Eritrea). 

Given the lack of time it was agreed that no further points would be taken under this item on 
the agenda.

7. Urgent and topical subjects 

Mr Berman and Mr Toga (Ethiopia) spoke regarding the elections in Ethiopia, but no 
discussion took place due to lack of time.

8. Choice of subject for next committee report

On behalf of the ACP members the Co-Chair proposed the following topic for the next 
Committee report: "The Impact of the Treaty of Lisbon on ACP-EU Cooperation". This was 
agreed subject to confirmation by written procedure from the EU members. 

The EU Co-Chair thanked Sir Louis Straker for having chaired his last meeting and paid 
tribute to him for his work and dedication to EU-ACP affairs and the JPA over many years.
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9. Any other business

There were no items raised.

10. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 16 and 17 March 2011 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 16.55
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