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In the framework of the dialogue with Churches and Non-confessional Organisations 
implementing Article 17 TFEU, the President of the European Parliament, Martin Schulz, the 
Vice-President of the European Parliament responsible for the implementation of article 17 

TFEU László Surján and the Committee on the Constitutional Affairs of the European 
Parliament invite you to a workshop organized by the Policy Department C: Citizen’s Rights 

and Constitutional Affairs

Strengthening European Democracy: Participation of the Citizens
Which challenges do we face at the European Elections 2014?

European Parliament, 26 November 2013 
15.00-18.30
Room A5G3

On 22-25 May 2014, EU citizens will vote in the most important European Parliament 
elections to date. Those will be the genuinely first elections since the entry into force of the 
Lisbon treaty that brought a raft of innovations. For the first time the European Parliament 
which will emerge from the polls in 2014 will elect the President of the European Commission 
on the basis of a proposal from the European Council and taking into account the elections to 
the European Parliament.

Political actors are seeking to ensure more lively elections to the European Parliament with a 
view to increasing the democratic legitimacy of decisions taken at EU level and in the light of 
falling voter turnout. Particular emphasis is being placed on measures to make the elections 
more European rather than a collection of national elections.

One of the key measures in bringing about the 'Europeanisation' of the parliamentary 
elections and achieving higher participation is the nomination of candidates for President of 
the European Commission. In this regard, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on 
22 November 2012 on improving practical arrangements for the 2014 parliamentary elections 
calling on the European political parties to nominate candidates for the Presidency of the 
European Commission, who should present their political programmes in all Member States. 
The resolution was based on an initiative report of Parliament's Constitutional Affairs 
Committee (Duff report).

Meanwhile the economic crisis has intensified the anti-EU sentiments, which have entered in 
all the national arenas and risk to be one of the few unifying elements of the elections that 
are otherwise dominated by national electoral agendas. How much do these sentiments risk 
impacting the political landscape? 

Six months ahead of the elections it is useful to have look at what kind of debates and 
messages resonate the most with the citizens and which forms of involvement is likely to be 
the most efficient. Is the nomination of the European Commission President candidates by 
the European political parties likely to have an impact on the campaign and perception of the 
voters? What change will the massive increase in the use of social media bring to the game? 



PE521.842v01-00   2/3   DV\1007564EN.doc

EN

Panel n°1: Challenges to electoral participation in the European elections of 
2014

Panel n°2: Reinforcement of citizen’s involvement and electoral participation

Draft Programme

14.30 -15.00 Registration of the Participants

15.00 -15.15 Opening by President of the European Parliament Martin Schulz

Welcome by the EP Vice-President László Surján

Welcome by the Chair of the Constitutional Affairs Committee Carlo 
Casini

15.15 First panel chaired by Vice-President Surján

15.15 -15.30 Challenges to electoral participation in the European elections of 
2014
Joseph H. H. Weiler, President of European University Institute 

Discussants: Mr Andrew Duff (MEP), Mr Roberto Gualtieri (MEP)

15.30 -16.45 Comments from the representatives of Churches and Non-
Confessional Organisations 
Comments from the MEPs
Replies from the expert and discussants

16.45 Second panel chaired by the Chair of the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee Carlo Casini

16.45 -17.00 Reinforcement of citizens' involvement and electoral participation
Claes de Vreese, University of Amsterdam 

Discussants: Mr Rafał Trzaskowski (MEP), Mr Gerald Häfner (MEP) 

17.00 -18.15 Comments from the representatives of Churches and Non-
Confessional Organisations 
Comments from the MEPs
Replies from the expert
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18.15 - 18.30 Conclusions and comments from the Chairs

Professor Joseph H.H. Weiler currently serves as the Director of European University 
Institute in Florence, previously was head of Jean Monnet Center for International and 
Regional Economic Law and Justice at NYU School of Law and as the Radbruch-Kantorowiz 
Professor at Hertie School of Governance in Berlin.  He has been professor of European Law 
at Harvard Law School, the College of Europe, Bruges and Head of the Law Department at 
the European University Institute, Florence. He also serves as Editor-in-Chief of the 
European Journal of International Law and ICON, the International Journal of Constitutional 
Law, widely considered as leading scientific journals in their respective fields. His books The 
Constitution of Europe (Cambridge University Press) and Un Europa Cristiana (BUR Rizzoli) 
are considered classics and have been translated into a dozen languages. In the past he 
served on the Committee of Jurists advising the Institutional Affairs Committee of the 
European Parliament and was a speech writer for EP President Klaus Haensch. 

Claes H. de Vreese is professor and Chair of Political Communication and Program Group 
Director of Political Communication & Journalism at The Amsterdam School of 
Communication Research  Department of Communication Science, University of Amsterdam. 
He directs the UvA Research Priority Area Communication. He is also adjunct Professor of 
Political Science and Journalism at the University of Southern Denmark and founding 
Director of the Center for Politics and Communication. His research interests include 
comparative journalism research, the effects of news, public opinion and European 
integration, effects of information and campaigning on elections, referendums and direct 
democracy.


