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1. Introduction

This Welcome Pack was prepared by the secretariat of the Constitutional Affairs Committee 

for the attention of the Members at the beginning of the new legislative term 2009–2014 in 

order to provide new Members with an overview of the achievements of the Committee 

during the previous term as well as practical information's. The Members will also find in 

this document a list of notes and studies undertook by the Policy Department during the 6th 

legislative term. A table on "AFCO stock-taking of legislative state of play at the beginning 

of the new term" is also included. Finally, a selection of useful internet links is made 

available.

To maximise the benefit from the Briefing Package it is made available by individual mail to 

all Members and Substitutes of the Committee. At the same time the Welcome Pack will be 

accessible at any time via the AFCO committee’s website.

The AFCO secretariat is looking forward to be of assistance. You will find the complete list 

of the members of the AFCO secretariat in the Pack. 
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2. Secretariat of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs

Mr SCHIFFAUER Hans-Peter Head of Unit

BRU - RMD 07J002 - 43192 || STR - SDM G06049 - 73192

 peter.schiffauer@europarl.europa.eu

Mr DEREGNAUCOURT Guy Administrator

BRU - RMD 07J010 - 44603 || STR - SDM G05050 - 74322 

 guy.deregnaucourt@europarl.europa.eu

Mr LEONHARDT Wolfgang Administrator

BRU - RMD 07J012 - 42478 || STR - WIC M01028 - 74494 

 wolfgang.leonhardt@europarl.europa.eu

Mr MARTELA Michal Administrator

BRU - RMD 07J016 - 43117 || STR - SDM G06050 - 64119 

 mmartela@europarl.europa.eu

Ms MURTO-LEHTINEN Pauliina Administrator

BRU - RMD 07J046 - 42563

 pauliina.murto@europarl.europa.eu

Ms PERETIE Claire Administrator

BRU - RMD 07J044 - 34147

 claire.peretie@europarl.europa.eu

Ms ARRIAGA E CUNHA Olga Assistant

BRU - RMD 07J014 - 42798 || STR - SDM G06047 - 73715 

 olga.arriaga@europarl.europa.eu

Ms DE CONINCK Anne Assistant

BRU - RMD 07J049 - 42179 || STR - SDM G06047 - 73715 

 anne.deconinck@europarl.europa.eu

Ms DEMELAS Florence Assistant

BRU - RMD 07J048 - 42018

 florence.demelas@europarl.europa.eu

Ms HERREMANS Karin Assistant

BRU - RMD 07J006 - 42665 || STR - SDM G06048 - 73716 

 karin.herremans@europarl.europa.eu

Ms VAN DER ELST Fabienne Assistant

BRU - RMD 07J008 - 41648 || STR - SDM G06048 - 72410 

 fabienne.vanderelst@europarl.europa.eu
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3. Competences of the Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs

Annex VI of the European Parliament rules of procedure precise the powers 
and responsibilities of committees

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs is responsible for: 

1. the institutional aspects of the European integration process, in particular in the 

framework of the preparation and proceedings of conventions and 

intergovernmental conferences; 

2. the implementation of the EU Treaty and the assessment of its operation;

3. the institutional consequences of enlargement negotiations of the Union; 

4. interinstitutional relations, including, in view of their approval by Parliament, 

examination of interinstitutional agreements pursuant to Rule 120(2) of the Rules of 

Procedure; 

5. uniform electoral procedure; 

6. political parties at European level, without prejudice to the competences of the 

Bureau; 

7. the determination of the existence of a serious and persistent breach by a Member 

State of the principles common to the Member States; 

8. the interpretation and application of the Rules of Procedure and proposals for 

amendments thereto. 

Link to every linguistic version:

bg cs da de el en es et fi fr hu it lt lv mt nl pl pt ro sk sl sv
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4. Overview of the work of the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs during the previous term

Balance Sheet of the VIth Legislature (2004 - 2009)

The document, which looks at the work of the European Parliament’s Committee on 

Constitutional Affairs during the sixth parliamentary term (June 2004-June 2009), is divided 

into two parts.

In the section entitled ‘Focus on the parliamentary term’, which comprises the first part, 

the reader will find a brief summary of the key resolutions adopted by the European 

Parliament at the initiative of its Committee on Constitutional Affairs as well as a number of 

reports that were adopted in committee but for various reasons were not debated or voted 

on in plenary.

For each report mentioned in this first part, links will enable readers who wish to examine 

any of the subjects in greater detail to consult the full text of the resolutions adopted.

The annexes provide more factual information's concerning the composition of the 

committee, the meetings held over the course of the parliamentary term, the opinions 

adopted for other committees and the public hearings and working groups organised; the 

electronic version incorporates links to the main relevant documents.

Link to every linguistic version:

bg cs da de el en es et fi fr hu it lt lv mt nl pl pt ro sk sl sv

A paper copy of the document will be distributed at the first committee meeting.
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5. Notes and studies undertook by the Policy Department 
during the 6th legislative term

The Policy Department units are research departments ("think-tanks") within the European 

Parliament

Their role is three-fold:

 To provide timely specialised advice to committees and inter-parliamentary 

delegations 

 To assist in carrying out research addressing the needs of parliamentary bodies 

 To manage the allocated budgets for external expertise according to the decisions 

taken by committees, under the supervision of the competent Originator.

More information about the Policy Department via the following link.

NOTES

1/ SURVEY OF MEANS AND PROCEDURES TO AVOID OR SANCTION INAPPROPRIATE 
BEHAVIOUR IN THE PARLIAMENTARY CHAMBERS OF SELECTED MEMBER STATES

This note analyses the rules of procedure of selected national parliaments in order to 

draw some conclusions regarding the sanctions for inappropriate behaviour of MPs in 

the plenary.

PE 360.483 EN 7/2005

2/ PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES OF INQUIRY IN NATIONAL SYSTEMS: A COMPARATIVE 
SURVEY OF SELECTED EU MEMBER STATES AND SWITZERLAND

This paper provides an overview of national provisions for parliamentary committees of 

inquiry. It concentrates on the legal framework in which these committees operate 

and the limits and responsibilities under which they carry out their investigations.

PE 378.284 EN 1/2007

3/ THE CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE PRIOR TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF 21/22 JUNE 
2007 - Analytical overview of the main disagreements between Member States on 
the form or content of a new treaty

This note presents an analytical overview of contested issues among Member States 

concerning the legal format and some important policy items of the Reform Treaty.

PE 378.301 EN 6/2007
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4/ OUTCOME OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF 21-23 JUNE 2007 - A FIRST ASSESSMENT

This note is a follow-up on a previous note analysing the contested issues among 

Member States concerning the legal format and essential policy questions of the 

Reform Treaty. It explains how these differences of interest have been resolved under 

German presidency at the June 2007 European Council.

PE 378.302 EN 6/2007

5/ POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS IN SELECTED MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION: 
STRUCTURES, BUDGETS AND ACTIVITIES

The following survey provides a short overview of the legal form and the activities of 

political foundations in those Member States of the European Union where such bodies 

or similar organisations exist. Particular attention is given to their financial resources, 

legal status, range of activities and the  form of their relationships with political 

parties.

PE 378.297 EN 6/2007

STUDIES

1/ THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS IN 
FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

The document examines the powers of selected national parliaments in foreign and 

defense policy. It also analyses the impact of the constitutional treaty adopted by the 

European Convention on the powers of the European Parliament in the Union's external 

policies.

PE 348. 572 DE, EN 2/2005

2/ TRANSPARENCY AND DECISION-MAKING IN THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS : HOW HAVE 
RELATIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CHANGED ?

This study analyses some aspects of transparency and decision-making in the Council of 

Ministers such as the importance of voting and the access of the public to legislative 

decision-making procedures. Statistics of Council decision-making over the past years 

are also presented.

PE 378. 285 EN 10/2006
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3/ FEASIBILITY OF A FUTURE EUROPEAN STATUTE OF EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES: 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND DESIRABLE PROVISIONS

This study explores the legal and political questions related to the establishment of 

European Political Parties as independent legal entities based on European law. It 

examines first the legal status of  political parties in some selected member states of 

the European Union in order to provide the basis for a choice of appropriate legal 

instruments. It then traces briefly the history of the creation of European Political 

Parties as associations of national parties and their financing since the entry into force 

of regulation EC 2004/2003, on political parties at European level and their financing. 

The study also analyses the political opportunities and legal possibilities to create 

European Political Parties as bodies based on European law. After an analytical 

interpretation of the wording, context, and drafting history of Art. 191 TEC (including 

Declaration No. 11 attached to the Treaty of Nice), the study arrives at the conclusion 

that this treaty article provides a primary legal foundation for the establishment of a 

European party statute. The authors' preferred instrument for such a statute would be 

an EU regulation.

PE 393. 249 EN 6/2007

4/ EUROPEAN POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS: PROSPECTS AND OBJECTIVES. PROCEEDINGS 
OF A WORKSHOP ON AMENDING REGULATION 2004/2003, ON THE STATUTE AND 
FINANCING OF EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES

On 3 July 2007 the European Parliament organised a workshop entitled European 

Political Foundations: Cornerstones for developing a European parliamentary 

democracy. Its purpose was to inform the parliamentary debate on a new Commission 

proposal on the revision of the Statute on Financing European Political Parties, which 

would comprise a proposal to create political foundations at the EU level. The 

contributions to this volume are revised versions of papers given at the workshop and 

aim at specifying the special contributions political foundations can make over the 

next few years to creating a European political arena.

PE 393. 264 EN 11/2007

5/ INTEGRATION WITHOUT ACCESSION: THE EU’S SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
COUNTRIES IN ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD

This study was inspired by the former Article I-57 of the Treaty establishing a 

constitution for Europe but is equally pertinent for the provisions on a European 

neighbourhood policy of the Treaty of Lisbon signed on December 13, 2007 (new 

Article 7a TUE). The report explores the institutional and policy choices concerning the 

European Union’s relations with the surrounding countries and regions in its 

neighbourhood. It surveys the current state of the European Neighbourhood Policy 

(ENP) and, in particular, the perceptions of the partner countries of how the EU 
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contends with a series of political dilemmas. Different models for organising relations 

with neighbouring countries - pre-accession, the European Economic Area (EEA) and 

association - are analysed. The study suggests that in order to conceive of "special 

relationship" as more than simply a scheme ‘in between’ association and accession, 

such a paradigm could be supplemented by another dimension: that of decentred 

integration.

PE 393. 270 EN 12/2007

6/ TABLEAU COMPARATIF DES MODIFICATIONS APPORTÉES AUX TRAITÉS EUROPÉENS 
PAR LE TRAITÉ DE LISBONNE, PARTIE I: Traité sur l'Union européenne

Le but de cette note est d'établir un instrument de travail pour comparer rapidement 

les dispositions des traités actuellement en vigueur avec celles apportées par le traité 

de Lisbonne. Le texte permet de confronter facilement (sous forme d'un tableau) les 

dispositions de l'ancien Traité sur l'Union Européenne et du Traité sur l'Union 

Européenne révisé par le traité modificatif issu de la Conférence 

intergouvernementale qui a terminé ses travaux en octobre 2007.

PE 393. 278 FR 1/2008

7/ TABLEAU COMPARATIF DES MODIFICATIONS APPORTÉES AUX TRAITÉS EUROPÉENS 
PAR LE TRAITÉ DE LISBONNE, PARTIE II, Traité instituant la Communauté 
européenne et Traité sur le fonctionnement de l'Union européenne

Le but de cette note est d'établir un instrument de travail pour comparer rapidement 

les dispositions des traités actuellement en vigueur avec celles apportées par le traité 

de Lisbonne. Le texte permet de confronter facilement (sous forme d'un tableau) les 

dispositions du Traité instituant la Communauté européenne avec celles contenues 

dans le Traité sur le fonctionnement de l'Union européenne issu de la Conférence 

intergouvernementale qui a terminé ses travaux en octobre 2007.

PE 393.279 FR 1/2008

8/ THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS: EU LEGISLATION, NATIONAL PROVISIONS AND CIVIC 
PARTICIPATION

This study describes both the European framework and national provisions on electoral 

procedures in the Member States of the European Union, including recent 

developments such as the creation of European Political Parties and the reform of the 

Electoral Act of 1976. For each country the most important legal provisions, the 

electoral system and some outcomes of past elections - such as participation of 

citizens from other Member States - are presented. The document also provides 

information sources for further study of national regulations.

PE 410.672 EN 3/2009
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9/ THE SELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BY NATIONAL 
PARTIES

This document is based on briefing papers commissioned to expert groups in the 

Member States of the European Union and Croatia. The briefings describe the rules and 

procedures employed by national political parties to establish their candidate lists for 

the elections to the European Parliament. Where applicable, the impact of European 

political parties is also briefly examined. The full text of the individual briefings is also 

available upon request.

PE 410.684 EN 4/2009
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6. Useful internet links
European Parliament rules of procedure

bg cs da de el en es et fi fr hu it lt lv mt nl pl pt ro sk sl sv

Link to the Committee’s website

Link to the Legislative Observatory (OEIL)

The legislative observatory provide information on all legislative procedures

Link to EUR-Lex

EUR-Lex provides direct free access to European Union law. Here you can consult the 

Official Journal of the European Union as well as the treaties, legislation, case-law and 

legislative proposals. 

EP’s fact sheets

The aim of the fact sheets is to provide an overview of European integration and of the 

European Parliament's contribution to that process

The online version is reviewed and updated - where the European Parliament adopts any 

important positions or policies - at regular intervals throughout the year. It is now available 

in three languages - English, French and German.

In addition, they are published in book form twice during every parliamentary term. If you 

wish to obtain a copy of the last edition you can order it from the EU Publications Office at 

the following address: http://bookshop.europa.eu

A revised book version in six languages (EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, PL) as well as a multilingual CD-

ROM version in 21 languages has been published in spring 2009.

Link to the European Parliament library

The Library serves the European Parliament by providing information services based mainly 

on external published sources, both online and in print. It works in partnership with 

relevant internal and external services to help meet the information needs of Parliament.

Link to the local support unit for Members of the European Parliament
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The LSU for MEP provide users with guidance, consulting, training and information support 

in relation with the use of information technology


