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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Petitions, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the proactive rather than descriptive approach of the Commission’s 2010 
citizenship report, which gives a better overview of the measures to be taken by the 
Commission in the future;

2. Regrets, however, the hiatus between the provisions on citizenship in the Treaties and 
actual practice; recalls, in this respect, that EU citizenship represents an additional set of 
rights that are guaranteed by the EU Treaties, enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union and developed in secondary law;

3. Points out that better regulation does not mean in principle less regulation and that in 
many policy areas hard law is often necessary for enforcing legislation;

4. Recalls that democratic participation stemming from electoral rights cannot be imposed on 
citizens, but should originate in them; considers, in this respect, that the electoral process 
is a means of giving European citizens a feeling of ownership of democracy and points out 
that European political parties play a key role in forming a European demos and that they 
contribute to enriching the ‘European identity’ of citizens;

5. Calls on Member States to make sure that European citizens are informed of the rights 
attached to EU citizenship – including electoral rights and the membership and founding 
of political parties – and can benefit fully from them, even as residents of EU Member 
States other than their own;

6. Recognises the challenge represented by the steady general decrease in voter participation 
in European elections; points out that even though more EU citizens of voting age are 
resident not in their Member State of origin but in another Member State, proportionally 
fewer citizens are registered to vote in European elections;

7. Points out that apart from common principles – namely free, secret elections by universal 
suffrage – some practical considerations and powerful European symbols (e.g. organising 
European elections at the same time in every Member State) are also necessary to increase 
voter participation;

8.  Calls on Member States to ensure that the publication of European Parliament election 
results takes place at the same time throughout the whole EU;

9. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to improve the current mechanism for preventing 
double voting in European Parliament elections;

10. Invites Member States to grant voting rights to EU citizens in regional elections when 
their regions are vested with legislative capacities;

11. Strongly emphasises that European Union citizens will fully benefit from their European 
status only if they and all stakeholders such as Member States, EU institutions, etc., are 
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aware of the rights and responsibilities it entails; expresses the hope that 2013 as the 
European Year of Citizens will significantly increase general awareness of the EU citizens 
status;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to make it simpler for stakeholders to use the 
financial support provided for implementation of EU citizenship rights and welcomes its 
efforts to secure sufficient financial resources for these programmes; asks the 
Commission, in this regard, to further elaborate on whether these programmes are open to 
political foundations, which are by definition engines for promoting active citizenship;

13. Stresses that an emphasis should be placed on the communication on European citizenship 
in the framework of the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance;

14. Recalls that associations, foundations and mutual societies form an integral part of society 
throughout Europe, and giving them European statutes would reinforce their European 
dimension; invites, in this context, the committee responsible to examine by means of 
which initiatives the adoption of a European statute for associations, foundations and 
mutual societies could be best promoted;

15. Recalls and welcomes the fact that the set of rights attached to EU citizenship are now 
complemented by a new right, the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), which will be 
applicable from April 2012;

16. Calls on Member States and the EU Institutions to put in place in a timely manner all the 
administrative and practical arrangements necessary for EU citizens to be able to 
participate more intensively in the democratic life of the Union by means of the citizens’
initiative;

17. Calls on all stakeholders to use the time available before the date of application of the 
Regulation on the ECI to promote extensively this new participatory democracy tool;


