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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. aware of the great budgetary difficulty in many Member States and understanding the 
need to reflect this in the Union budget;

B. insisting that the changes introduced into the budgetary procedure by the Lisbon Treaty be
respected;

1. Stresses the need for a specific budget line for the elections; calls for the campaign to 
inform citizens about their electoral rights, drawing attention to the impact of EU on 
citizens' daily life; stresses the need to make this communication in all languages of the 
Union;

2. Notes that 2013 was “the European Year of Citizens” and asks for a firm evaluation of the 
outcome of this initiative focused on the qualified outcome of the project; 

3. Asks also for an evaluation of the communication strategy for the elections 2009;

4. Regrets the continued problems with the European Citizens' Initiative and emphasises the 
need for priority in the budget not only for the initiatives themselves but also for their 
communication; notes that the logistical problems have been immense and that these need 
to be solved in order to improve the popularity and trustworthiness of the ECIs;

5. Acknowledges the role of the European political parties for European democracy and 
condemns as undemocratic any attempt to discriminate economically between such 
parties;

6. Takes the view that openness must be a horizontal keyword in the budgetary process of all 
EU institutions; regrets that it has still not been possible to reach an agreement on full 
transparency;

7. Stresses that the administrative costs within the EU in times of austerity need to reflect the 
reality that European citizens live under; approves, therefore, the suggestions of lowering 
the expenditure on payments for EU staff as proposed by the Council.


