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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission Communication of 28 February 2013 entitled EU Space 
Industrial Policy - Releasing the Potential for Economic Growth in the Space Sector
(COM(2013)0108) as an important step towards the EU’s strategic independence in space 
technology; calls on the Commission and the Member States to increase their efforts to 
build capabilities guaranteeing autonomous access to space via European launchers and 
satellites; stresses the need to support efforts to strengthen European cooperation in the 
sector in order to overcome the high level of fragmentation, especially with regard to the 
institutional demand side; is convinced that only a more cost-efficient and consolidated 
European space industry can be internationally competitive; stresses that European space 
industrial policy must be further developed in coordination with the European Space 
Agency (ESA) to ensure complementarities;

2. Stresses the need, before deciding on new initiatives and EU budget contributions, to 
clarify first the EU’s level of ambition especially with regard to its strategic and 
geopolitical objectives; notes the fact that the communication does not define the 
relationship between EU space industrial policy and the Common Security and Defence 
Policy (CSDP); believes that EU space policy should be seen as an asset to the CSDP, 
providing a better synergy between civilian space means and military space means 
mirroring the CSDP’s own dual civilian and military role; calls on the Commission, the 
Member States and the VP/HR to define clearly the potential contribution of this sector to 
CSDP, the nature and degree of civil-military synergies, the role for such technologies in 
the effective deployment of humanitarian aid operations and for predicting migration 
flows and patterns following conflicts or natural disasters, and the relevance for CSDP 
missions and operations and other EU actions in the field of conflict prevention, arms 
control, the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) technologies, 
counter-terrorism, migration and border control; calls on the Commission and the Member 
States to inform Parliament about plans to use the Copernicus programme and the public-
regulated service of the Galileo programme in support of CSDP missions and operations;

3. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to inform Parliament of how military 
space cooperation could take place under permanent structured cooperation; recommends
an increase in levels of cooperation between the Commission, the ESA, the European 
Defence Agency (EDA) and the European External Action Service (EEAS) in developing 
and jointly using EU space assets in support of CSDP missions and operations;

4. Welcomes the statement by the Commission that space-based telecommunication, 
navigation and earth observation provides the EU with strategically important knowledge 
underpinning the EU’s external relations in the field of development assistance and 
humanitarian aid;

5. Underlines the security dimension of the Copernicus programme (formerly the Global 
Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) programme), particularly the 
applications of prevention and response to crisis, humanitarian aid and cooperation, 
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conflict prevention entailing the monitoring of compliance with international treaties, and 
maritime surveillance;

6. Urges the Commission to adhere to the timetable and the financial framework concerning 
the Galileo programme; stresses its dual use of radio navigation and positioning function, 
including relevant applications both for civilian and military activities, in particular the 
possibility for Member States to use the Public Regulated Service (PRS) for military 
purposes; stresses the need to clarify the extent to which PRS and other services will be 
used for CSDP or national military missions outside the EU framework;

7. Notes the fact mentioned in the communication that 60 % of electronics on board 
European satellites are currently imported from the US; calls for an initiative on how to 
protect sensitive or personal data in this context and also to use the current public 
procurement process to ensure wherever possible that the purchase of space infrastructure 
from Member States is used as a further driver of growth in the sector; recognises that 
employees within the space sector are educationally and technologically skilled to the 
highest calibre; notes, however, that the sector continues to suffer from a shortage of key 
specific skills, which range from engineering disciplines to physics degrees, which must 
be addressed; urges the Commission, the ESA, the EDA and the Member States to 
identify critical technologies in the context of the joint European non-dependence process 
and to develop alternatives which are less dependent on third countries; recalls the risk 
that the US might, in the event of disagreement, close down or block European space 
infrastructure;

8. Supports the point made by the Commission that many components of space systems are 
of dual-use or of a military nature and are hence subject to Directive 2009/43/EC of 
6 May 2009 simplifying terms and conditions of transfers of defence-related products 
within the Community1, as amended by Directive 2012/47/EU of 14 December 2012 as 
regards the list of defence-related products, Council Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 of 
5 May 2009 setting up a Community regime for the control of exports, transfer, brokering 
and transit of dual-use items2, or the Common Position on arms exports; welcomes the 
proposal within the communication to present a formal report to the Parliament on the 
dual-use export control system before the end of 2013; calls on the Commission, the 
Member States and the EU Council Working Party on Conventional Arms Exports 
(COARM) to clarify what regulatory framework should apply to each category of goods 
and technology;

9. Supports the focus on backing space research and innovation under FP7 and Horizon 
2020, which must be a prerequisite for future development in this area, as well as the 
provision of EUR 3 786 million within the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 
the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (Copernicus) programme, which will 
provide reliable, timely and accurate services to manage the global environment, as well 
as provide for the understanding and mitigation of the effects of climate change and help 
respond to crises;

10. Notes that any increase in the use of space assets by the military must not reduce and limit 
civilian use and possible future civilian applications; calls on the Member States and the 

                                               
1 OJ L 146, 10.6.2009, p.1.
2 OJ L 134, 29.5.2009, p.1.
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VP/HR to initiate a review of the outdated 1967 Outer Space Treaty or to initiate a new 
regulatory framework which takes into account technological progress since the 1960s; 
underlines also the urgent need to reduce the risk of collision due to the growing number
of satellites and space debris; welcomes the initiative of the Commission to propose the 
organisational framework for the establishment and operation of a European space 
surveillance and tracking system (SST); welcomes equally the EU-sponsored multilateral 
initiative towards an International Code of Conduct for Space Activities as a way of 
introducing norms of behaviour in space as it seeks to achieve enhanced safety, security, 
and sustainability in space by emphasising that space activities should involve a high 
degree of care, due diligence, and appropriate transparency, with the aim of building 
confidence among space sector actors worldwide; believes that any new framework must 
take into account the views of all Member States and be strategically devised, looking at 
the long-term future of the industry, effectively preventing an arms race in outer space and 
ensuring the prohibition of harmful interference with space objects;

11. Reminds the Commission and the Member States of the need for deeper international 
cooperation in space affairs; calls for an increased level of cooperation with partners such 
as the US, Russia and China in order to strengthen peaceful cooperation in space.
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