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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the concept of macro-regional strategies, which, on the basis of the experience 
gained in existing macro-regions, can encourage the development of synergies and 
coordinated policies between the EU, the Member States concerned, candidate and non-
EU countries, regions and local authorities, fostering sustainable growth, job creation, 
security and protection of the environment by developing territorial cooperation projects 
in areas sharing common geographic, historic and cultural characteristics to address 
common challenges identified through a ‘bottom-up’ process, avoiding a random 
approach and preventing incoherence; calls also for more synergy effects between the 
different macro-regional strategies;

2. Requests a more long-term financing solution for macro-regional strategies, within the 
framework of the EU budget, in order to finance actions not covered by Cohesion Policy, 
e.g. cooperation with third countries; notes that experience of the Baltic Sea Strategy 
shows furthermore a need for ‘seed money’ for planning and preparing projects in support
of the strategy;

3. Calls on the Commission and Council to take into account EU macro-regional 
strategies when deciding on budgetary envelopes such as cohesion and structural funds, 
research and development, and in particular regional cooperation; in addition, calls on the 
Commission and Council to evaluate whether macro-regional strategies need direct 
funding to guarantee successful implementation;

4. Emphasises, in light of the numerous similar economic, social and environmental 
challenges faced by all regions sharing the Mediterranean Sea as a major element of their 
heritage, the interest in creating a macro-region for the Mediterranean, be it as a whole or 
in the form of coherent sub-regions such as the emerging Adriatic-Ionian initiatives to 
address those key areas where synergies, partnerships and regional cooperation should be 
strengthened in order to create sustainable growth in the Mediterranean region;

5. Stresses that the Adriatic-Ionian macro-regional strategy is a significant factor in 
reconciliation between territories of the Western Balkans and may assist these countries’ 
efforts to join the EU;

6. Believes that it is necessary, in order to implement a Mediterranean macro-regional 
strategy, to build on the experience and work of existing regional institutions and to seek 
possible synergies with them, particularly – in addition to the UFM – the European 
Investment Bank and ARLEM;

7. Emphasises that a Mediterranean macro-region could ensure that the EU’s different 
programmes concerning the Mediterranean complement each other and that existing 
financing is used as efficiently as possible, and could bring real added value to the 
concrete projects of the Union for the Mediterranean and involve the relevant third 
countries and regions at the moment of defining the strategy, using the Neighbourhood 
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and Partnership Instrument to this end, always in strict compliance with the rule of law 
and on the basis of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy, 
promoting where necessary the principle of ‘more for more’;

8. Emphasises that major areas of intervention for a Mediterranean macro-region should be 
geared to the appropriate sub-regional levels for cooperation on specific projects and 
include energy networks, scientific cooperation and innovation, networks for culture, 
education and training, tourism, trade, environmental protection, sustainable maritime 
transport, maritime security and safety and the protection of the marine environment 
against pollution, overfishing and illegal fishing through the creation of an integrated 
network of reporting and surveillance systems for maritime activities, the strengthening of 
good governance and effective public administration, so as to foster job creation;

9. Regards it as important, especially after the events of the Arab Spring, that the new 
macro-region contributes to the definition of a new strategy with third countries for the 
proper management of immigration flows and mutual benefits of increased mobility, 
approaching it from a strategy with third countries of combating poverty and fostering 
employment and fair trade, thereby contributing to stability in the macro-region;

10. Calls for such a strategy to include as one of its main priorities the development of south-
south trade, the creation of regional markets and reduction of trade tariffs and barriers 
between countries in the region;
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