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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Considers that energy policy must be an integrated and prominent part of the common 
foreign policy and should be elaborated and implemented in synergy with other policies 
that have an external dimension;

2. Stresses that given the Union’s high dependence on energy imports, increased 
diversification of supply sources – including new sources of energy – and transit routes 
and the development of EU sources of renewable energy are urgent and essential elements
supporting the Union’s external security policy, strategic role and foreign policy 
independence, coherence, credibility and effectiveness;

3. Is convinced that more effective management at a global level would improve cooperation 
with producer, transit and consumer countries; believes that the EU should therefore play 
a major role in international management of energy policy with a view to promoting 
transparent and non-discriminative principles, pursuing the objective of sustainability, 
lowering transaction costs and setting incentives for market participants to compete on 
price and quality;

4. Calls for closer coordination between the Council, the Commission and the European 
External Action Service so that they may speak and act jointly on issues concerning a 
common foreign policy on energy; stresses the need to establish an energy policy desk 
within the EEAS and to involve EU delegations in the conduct of energy diplomacy on the 
ground;

5. Stresses that the Commission and the EEAS must ensure that all multilateral and bilateral 
agreements of the Union, especially partnership and cooperation agreements, must fully 
comply with EU internal market rules; stresses that such agreements should ensure 
reciprocity, a level playing field and transparency in order to provide a secure legal 
environment for EU investors in energy supply and transit countries;

6. Emphasises that creation of an information exchange mechanism for inter-governmental 
agreements between EU Member States and third countries on energy policy would 
greatly enhance policy transparency, coordination and efficiency in the EU as a whole;

7. Calls on the Commission to support the so-called ‘energy security clause’ to be included 
in trade, association and partnership and cooperation agreements with producer and transit 
countries, which would lay down a code of conduct and explicitly outline measures to be 
taken in the event of any unilateral change in terms by one of the partners;

8. Welcomes the Commission communication entitled ‘On security of energy supply and 
international cooperation; the EU Energy Policy: Engaging with Partners beyond our 
Borders’ (COM(2011)0539); is of the opinion, however, that further instruments based on 
solidarity between EU Member States are needed in order to provide the EU with the 
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ability to protect its energy security interests and in negotiating with its external partners, 
in particular in crisis situations;

9. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to identify trade and investment barriers 
in the energy field in relations with third countries and to take action, where appropriate, 
to eliminate them, both bilaterally and through the World Trade Organisation;

10. Calls on the EU and Member States to ensure a connected internal energy market that can 
withstand external pressures and attempts to use energy supply and prices as a tool of 
foreign policy pressure; stresses, therefore, the need to increase resources for projects 
interlinking energy markets in the EU and to complete the European gas and electricity 
infrastructure networks by the end of 2015, in particular the Baltic interconnection plan, as 
set out in the EU’s Third Energy Package;

11. Supports energy diversification projects, especially those aimed at creating new transport 
corridors which diversify both routes and suppliers, such as the Nabucco pipeline, 
liquefied natural gas, cross-border interconnectors and other high-priority projects of 
European interest;

12. Calls also for a coordinated, unified EU policy strategy for new energy suppliers to be 
developed, with special attention on enhancement of conditions for competition in the EU 
so as to open up opportunities for new suppliers to enter the EU market;

13. Supports the use of instruments such as the Early Warning Mechanism in relations with 
energy suppliers and transit countries; is convinced that further promotion of the idea of 
common purchasing of energy raw materials by Member States is needed in the context of 
growing competition for resources and existing producer monopolies;

14. Calls on the Commission to draw up a comprehensive set of short-, medium- and long-
term energy policy priorities in relations with its neighbours with a view to establishing a 
common legal area based on the acquis-related principles and norms of the internal 
market; stresses the importance of further extending the European Energy Community and 
setting up legal control mechanisms to deal with deficient acquis implementation;

15. Underlines the need for closer energy relations, strategic cooperation and political 
dialogue with the countries of the Mediterranean region, Africa, the Middle East, the 
South Caucasus, Central Asia and the littoral states of the Caspian and the Black Sea in a 
comprehensive manner, across all energy areas, in particular through the deployment of 
future-oriented, competitive energy technologies; encourages the Union to further develop 
the import of solar energy from the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean; 

16. Stresses that the common EU energy policy and strategic goals should be appropriately 
reflected in its external relations and regional and European Neighbourhood policies;

17. Supports political and economic dialogue with the EU’s neighbouring countries on the use 
of new energy sources;

18. Calls for the implementation of existing mechanisms, and the creation of new ones, within 
the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Black Sea Synergy in order to strengthen 
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cooperation with a view to achieving greater transparency and stability of supply and 
transit;

19. Stresses the importance of further developing the Africa-EU Energy Partnership launched 
in 2010;

20. Calls for the strategic partnership with Russia to be reinforced through the conclusion of a 
new Partnership and Cooperation Agreement; notes that it should be in full compliance 
with internal market rules and the regulations of the EU Third Energy Package and based 
on mutual respect and reciprocity; emphasises that Russia is already bound by the Energy 
Charter Treaty pursuant to Article 45 thereof; is convinced that ratification of the ECT by 
Russia would have mutually beneficial effects on bilateral energy relations;

21. Is in favour of a political dialogue with Norway and Russia over the exploration of new 
energy sources in the Barents Sea, based on the prerequisite of protection of the 
vulnerable environment of the Arctic region, and of cooperation with Norway on the 
import of hydroelectric electricity via long-distance submarine power cables; calls for the
swifter formulation of an EU strategy towards the Arctic region;

22. Regards external political dialogue as essential to decoupling global economic growth 
from the use of energy resources, and to promoting more predictable energy markets, as 
well as being beneficial to political relations; stresses the importance of dialogue with 
emerging economies such as China, India, Brazil, Indonesia and South Africa, in addition 
to other key consumer countries such as the United States and Japan; 

23. Takes the view that the EU should promote the development and deepening of energy 
policy cooperation with third countries which share the same values and are willing to 
engage in democratic reforms and the promotion of the values upon which the EU is 
founded;

24. Underlines the need to deepen the dialogue on strategic energy issues of mutual interest, 
foster cooperation on energy policies and strengthen research collaboration with the 
United States, in particular in the field of energy-efficient technologies of production and 
transport; calls for the establishment of an Energy Security Partnership with the United 
States based on the current cooperation within the US-EU Energy Council;

25. Urges the Commission to monitor and enforce the highest international safety standards of 
nuclear power plants in countries neighbouring the EU using all available instruments and 
treaties, such as the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 
Context (the ‘Espoo Convention’) and the Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (the 
‘Aarhus Convention’); calls on EU neighbouring states to perform comprehensive EU
nuclear safety and risk stress tests and on the Commission to offer EU technical assistance 
for this purpose;

26.Reiterates that external energy policy cooperation must contribute to the promotion, not 
decline, of the core values of the Union, such as respect for human rights, democracy, 
good governance, the rule of law, social dialogue, mutual respect, responsible use of 
natural resources, the fight against climate change and the comprehensive protection of 



PE483.751v03-00 6/7 AD\900028EN.doc

EN

the environment, and must promote peace and be coherent with the Union’s foreign 
policies;

27. Calls on the Council and the Commission to set up, in cooperation with the European 
External Action Service, by the end of 2013, a precise roadmap based on the Commission 
communication ‘On security of energy supply and international cooperation; the EU 
Energy Policy: Engaging with Partners beyond our Borders’ (COM(2011)0539), leading 
to the formation of an effective foreign energy policy with short-, medium- and long-term 
objectives, targets and steps and a specific time-frame for their implementation;
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