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SAKHAROV PRIZE FOR FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 2011
Candidates proposed 

by political groups and individual members in alphabetical order

Candidate Activity Nominated by

1 Izzeldin 
Abuelaish 

Palestinian doctor and founder of the 
Daughters for Life Foundation. He has 
dedicated his life to peace in the 
conflict between Israel and Palestine, 
known to represent a "magical, secret 
bridge" between the two peoples.

The European Conservatives 
and Reformists Group

2

Mohamed 
Bouazizi 
(Tunisia), Asmaa 
Mahfouz (Egypt), 
Ahmed al-Zubair 
Ahmed al-Sanusi 
(Libya), Razan 
Zaitouneh (Syria), 
Ali Farzat (Syria) 
on behalf of the 
'Arab Spring' 

The 'Arab Spring' is a symbol for all 
those willing dignity, democracy and 
fundamental rights in the Arab world. 
The peaceful demonstrations 
mobilising all kind of citizens, pro-
democracy activists, human rights 
defenders, lawyers and journalists 
faced brutal repression from regime 
security forces in all these countries. 
The award of the Sakharov Prize to the 
five nominees -Mohamed Bouazizi, 
from Tunisia, Asmaa Mahfouz, from 
Egypt, Ahmed al-Zubair Ahmed al-
Sanusi, from Lybia, and Razan 
Zeitouneh and Ali Farzat, from Syria-
who have contributed and still 
contribute to radical political changes 
in their respective countries would 
reaffirm the Parliament's solidarity and 
firm support for their struggle for 
freedom, democracy and the end of 
authoritarian regimes.

The Group of the European 
People's Party
The Group of the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European 
Parliament
The Group of the Alliance of 
Liberals and Democrats for 
Europe
and 
The Group of the 
Greens/European Free 
Alliance

3 Dzmitry 
Bandarenka

Belarusian civil activist and member of 
the Belarusian Association of 
Journalists. He is one of the co-
founders of the Charter'97 civil 
initiative and co-ordinator of the 
European Belarus civil campaign.

The European Conservatives 
and Reformists Group
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4 Boris Pahor 

Slovene writer, fighter for freedom of 
thought, strong opponent of totalitarian 
regimes, defender of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, a great 
advocate of minority rights and 
minority languages.

MEP Milan ZVER and 51 
other MEPs

5
The San José de 
Apartadó Peace 
Community

This Colombian community of 
"campesinos", peasant farmers, has 
become an internationally recognized 
symbol of courage, resilience and 
dedication to the high values of peace 
and justice, in an environment of 
brutality and destruction.

Confederal Group of the 
European United Left - Nordic 
Green Left
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Nominated by the European Conservatives and Reformists Group

Izzeldin Abuelaish, MD, MPH, is a Palestinian medical doctor and founder of the Daughters 
for Life Foundation.

Abuelaish received a scholarship to study medicine in Cairo, Egypt and then a diploma in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology from the Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology University of 
London.

From 1997-2002 he completed a residency in OB/Gyn at the Soroka University hospital in 
Beer Sheva, Israel followed by a subspecialty in fetal medicine in Italy and Belgium; then a 
Master in public health (Health Policy and Management) from the Harvard University.

Dr. Abuelaish worked as a researcher at the Gertner Institute at the Sheba Hospital in Tel 
Aviv and was the first Palestinian doctor to receive a staff position at an Israeli hospital.

He lost his three daughters in an IDF shelling during Operation Cast Lead. This horrific 
tragedy did not harden Abuelaish’s heart; neither did it weaken his resolve to act for 
humanity. He continues to live up to the description bestowed upon him by an Israeli 
colleague, as a magical, secret bridge between Israelis and Palestinians.

Dr. Abueaish has been an important figure in the Israeli-Palestinian relations for years, 
working in Israeli hospitals, and treating Israeli and Palestinian patients.

Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish is currently an Associate Professor of Medicine at the Dalla Lana 
School of Public Health, University of Toronto. In 2010 he published a book, "I Shall Not 
Hate." In the book, Abuelaish shares his life story and the worldview of someone who 
remains a peace seeker.

By nominating Dr Izeldeen Abuelaish, we can send a message of encouragement to 
Palestinians and Israelis to overcome their hostility and to work together towards peace.
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Nominated by the Group of the European People's Party, the Group of the 
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats, the Group of the Alliance 
of Liberals and Democrats for Europe and the Group of the 
Greens/European Free Alliance

'Arab Spring' represented by

Mohamed Bouazizi (محمد البوعزیزي), or by his real name Tarek Bouazizi (طارق البوعزیزي), was 
born on 29 March 1984 and died on 4 January 2011. He was a Tunisian market trader, whose 
attempt to commit suicide by self-immolation on 17 December 2010, resulting in his death 
two weeks later, led to the riots which sparked the Tunisian revolution and the ousting of
President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali. This, in turn, is seen as one of the triggers of the protests
and revolutions in other Arab countries which came to be known as the Arab Spring.

Asmaa Mahfouz (1 February 1985) is one of the founders of the Egyptian youth movement 
called April 6, which she joined in 2008. Her heartfelt call for freedom recorded on January 
18th and posted on YouTube was seen by hundreds of thousands and helped them gather in 
Tahrir and call for democratic reforms, social justice and fundamental rights.  Asmaa and her 
family have been harassed and interrogated by the security forces and the military council.

Asmaa Mahfouz: "If you think yourself a man, come with me on January 25. Whoever says 
women shouldn’t go to protests because they will get beaten let him have some honor and 
manhood and come with me on January 25."
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Later in 2011, Mahfouz was arrested on charges of defaming the Egyptian military rulers who 
she called a "council of dogs". She was referred to a military court, prompting activists, as 
well as presidential hopefuls such as Mohamed ElBaradei and Ayman Nour, to protest against 
her being charged in a military court. Mahfouz was released on bail to the amount of 20,000 
Egyptian Pounds, equivalent to approximately 3,350 US dollars and after that the Supreme 
Council of Armed Forces renounced the charge and the charges against Asmaa and another 
activist, Loay Nagaty, we dismissed.

Ahmed al-Zubair Ahmed al-Sanusi, the 77-year-old dissident was Libya's longest-serving 
"prisoner of conscience". 

He was accused of conspiracy in an attempted coup against Col Gaddafi in 1970 and spent 31 
years in prison, many of them in solitary confinement. He was released in August 2001, on 
the occasion of the 32nd anniversary of the revolution.

"Every time a door opened, I never knew if it was going to be someone taking me to my 
execution," he told the BBC.

"Now we are trying to build a new country under the rule of law. We are united. Tripoli is our 
capital, Benghazi is our city. It will be difficult after 42 years of Gaddafi. It will take a long 
time. But the Libyan spirit is there. The people understand. They can wait."

Mr Zubair is the lone descendant of Libya's last king, Idris al-Sanusi, among the rebel 
leadership.
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Razan Zaitouneh is a defender of human rights and women's causes in Syria. As a journalist, 
she fervently defends the respect for freedom of expression and has worked with the 
association of human rights and then founded a "Syrian Human Rights information link" blog 
(SHRIL) which regularly defers the disturbing violations of human rights and the cases of 
disappearances. She is also fighting for the defence of the rights of political prisoners in Syria, 
in seeking funds to ensure their defence and in denouncing the systematic violations of human 
rights by the Syrian authorities on her blog.  In addition, she argues that President Bassar Al 
Assad should be relieved of his duties and brought before the International Criminal Court. 

Since the beginning of the events, SHRIL has launched appeals to the international 
community to account for the violence experienced by the demonstrators and it is also in 
regular contact with the international media to witness the situation and to condemn acts of 
torture committed by the Syrian authorities. 

On May 12, the authorities visited the home of Razan Zaitouneh and it was searched by the 
security forces who sought to arrest her. They did not find her and arrested her husband, who 
is still detained incommunicado in an unknown location. The arrest of Wa' il Al-Hamada was 
followed by the arrest of his brother M.Abd-al-Rahman Al-Hamada, a 20-year-old student, on 
April 30. The two men would be held in pledge to force Razan Zaitouneh to go to the 
authorities. According to a source of Front Line, the aged parents of Razan Zaitouneh would 
have been forced to flee to escape arrest. Today, Ms. Razan Zaitouneh is still in hiding.

Ali Farzat (Hama, 22 June 1951) is a renowned Syrian political cartoonist. He has published 
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more than 15,000 caricatures between Syrian, Arab and international newspapers. He serves 
as the head of the Arab Cartoonists' Association.

As the ongoing Syrian uprising, which began in March 2011 against the rule of Bashar al-
Assad grew, Farzat had been more direct in his anti-regime cartoons, specifically targeting 
government figures, particularly al-Assad. 

On August 25, 2011, Farzat was reportedly pulled from his vehicle in Umayyad Square in 
central Damascus by masked gunmen believed to be part of the security forces and a pro-
regime militia. He was then badly beaten and dumped on the side of the airport road where 
passersby found him and took him to a hospital. According to one of his relatives, the security 
forces notably targeted his hands with both being broken and then told Farzat it was "just a 
warning." His brother As'aad, however, claims Farzat was kidnapped from his home around 
5am by five gunmen and then taken to the airport road after being beaten "savagely." The 
gunmen then warned him "not to satirize Syria's leaders." The Local Coordination Committee 
(LCC), an activist group representing the rebellion in Syria, stated that his briefcase and the 
drawings in them were confiscated by the assailants. 

In response to news of Farzat's ordeal, Syrian opposition members have expressed outrage 
and several online activists changed their Facebook profile picture with that of a hospitalized 
Farzat in solidarity with the cartoonist. The incident provoked an outpouring of solidarity by 
cartoonists in the Arab world and internationally. The United States condemned the attack 
calling it "targeted, brutal." According to the BBC's Arab affair's analyst, Farzat's beating is a 
sign that the Syrian authorities tolerance for dissent is touching zero.
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Nominated by the European Conservatives and Reformists Group

Dzmitry Bandarenka is a civil activist and member of the Belarusian Association of 
Journalists. He is one of the founders of the Charter'97 civil initiative and co-ordinator of the 
European Belarus civil campaign. Between 1995 and 1996 Dzmitry was a journalist for the 
independent station Radio 101.2 FM which was later closed down by the authorities.

During the 2010 presidential campaign he was the proxy of the opposition presidential 
candidate Andrei Sannikau.

After attending the pro-democracy rally in Minsk on the day of the 19th of December 2010 
presidential elections Dzmitry was beaten and arrested the following evening and taken to a 
KGB detention centre. In late December he was subsequently charged with participating in 
and organising mass disturbances under Article 293 (1) of the Criminal Code. On April 27 he 
was sentenced to 2 years in penal colony. 

On August 17, Dzmitry Bandarenka was discharged from Minsk hospital Nr 5 after serious 
spinal surgery and sent back to the Interior Ministry's detention facility in Valadarski Street. 
The political prisoner will be sent soon to the penal colony Nr 15 in Mahilou to serve his 
sentence. He endangered his life and health for the sake of a dream about free Belarus and 
was a subjected to inhuman and degrading treatment whilst in custody. 

Awarding the Sakharov Prize to Dzmitry Bandarenka would be a recognition of his courage 
and insistence in fight for freedom. The situation in Belarus requires systemic change to 
international community's strategies and tactics in addressing repressive policies of its non-
democratic regime and the Sakharov Prize would be an obvious sign of support to citizens of 
Belarus, a country so repressed that a dissenting word against government could result in a 
prison sentence.
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Nominated by MEP Milan ZVER and 51 other MEPs

Boris Pahor (born on 26 August 1913) is a Slovene writer, fighter for freedom of thought, 
strong opponent of totalitarian regimes, defender of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
a great advocate of minority rights and minority languages. Mr Pahor is a Slovenian national 
but holds Slovenian and Italian citizenships. He is a member of the Slovenian minority and 
resides in Trieste region of Italy.

Mr Pahor has been nominated for the Nobel Prize for literature in 2009.

The 98-years-old writer is considered to be one of the most influential living Slovenian 
authors. He is writing in Slovenian, Italian and French languages and he has been awarded 
many prestigious awards for literature and his contribution to humanity, among others; French 
“Officier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres” and “Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur”, 
Bestenliste prize in Germany and Cross of Honor for Science and Art, First Class by the 
Austrian government.

Mr Pahor is a survivor of a concentration camp and was always strongly opposed to the 
Fascist regime in Italy. The concentration camp experience became the major inspiration of 
his work, frequently compared to that of Primo Levi, Imre Kertesz, or Jorge Semprún. 

He has been a strong opponent of the Communist regime in Yugoslavia. He co-founded the 
magazine Zaliv ("The Bay"), in which he defended the "traditional democratic pluralism" 
against the totalitarian cultural policies of Communist Yugoslavia. Slovenian Communist 
Regime saw Pahor as a potential subversive figure.

When Slovenia won its independence from Yugoslavia, its newly established, democratic 
government, rehabilitated and honoured Mr Pahor as a thinker and therefore repaid him for 
his suffering in the past. Mr Pahor is a personification of the conscience of a young country, 
Slovenia, which has just celebrated its 20th anniversary of independence.
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Nominated by the Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic 
Green Left

The Peace Community of San José de Apartadó

Colombia has been a country in conflict for over sixty years. The country ranks highest in the 
world in terms of displacement and also has one of the highest rates of forced disappearance.
According to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, 70% of forced 
disappearance in Colombia occurs with the aim of expropriating small landowners and rural 
indigenous or Afro-Colombian communities. 

The civilian population remains the principal victim of the armed conflict in Colombia.

In the midst of a conflict zone, a community of "campesinos", peasant farmers, has become an 
internationally recognized symbol of "courage, resiliency and dedication to the high values of 
peace and justice, in an environment of brutality and destruction" (Noam Chomsky).

 As part of their non- violent resistance, they refuse to take part in the conflict, to 
bear arms, or to collaborate with any armed actors, in spite of the pressure they 
face.

 The community members struggle courageously and peacefully to reassert and 
maintain their right to live a decent life on the land they cultivate.

 Building on traditional and sustainable models of production, the peasant 
farmers work to preserve their environment and food safety. 

 Through new models of education, they fight to preserve and develop their core 
values, such as solidarity, democracy, truthfulness and respect for life. 

Their courage has cost them dearly: the community states that, of their 1300 members, 180 
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have been killed. The members of the Peace Community of San José de Apartadó are 
constantly facing death threats by the various groups involved in the Colombian civil war as 
well as in the traffic of drugs and arms in the region. Nonetheless, the community of San José 
de Apartadó has not given up in their fight for a peaceful society.

The Sakharov Prize will honour the community's courage and perseverance in the defence of 
universal human rights. In the face of violence, the Prize will be a cornerstone for the survival 
of the community and for all the international recognition they deserve.


