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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 Previous meetings 

The visit of the Mashreq Delegation to Amman and Aqaba, which took place from 
25 April to 2 May 2008, was the first interparliamentary meeting between the 
European Parliament and its Jordanian counterpart since 2000, and the fifth since the 
Delegation was established. There has, as yet, been no visit of a delegation of 
Jordanian parliamentarians to the European Parliament. However, His Majesty King 
Abdullah II has addressed MEPs in plenary at Strasbourg on three occasions (in 
June 2002, June 2004 and December 2007), and President Pöttering met His Majesty 
King Abdullah II when he visited the Middle East in May 2007. 
There is also regular contact within the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly 
(EMPA), where Jordan has the chair of the Committee on Economic and Financial 
Affairs, Social Affairs and Education having joined the bureau at the last plenary 
session in Athens (March 2008). 
 

 Consolidation visit 

Nevertheless, the two sides are of the opinion that relations between the European 
Parliament and Jordan should be further developed, a view which has frequently been 
expressed by Jordanian parliamentarians and reported by various European 
representatives in Jordan. The country occupies a strategic position in the Middle 
East, constituting a focus of stability and moderation in a tense and troubled region. A 
committed European policy vis-à-vis the region would benefit greatly from a special 
relationship with Jordan. 

The visit came at a significant time, as the last parliamentary elections took place in 
November 2007, enabling an initial working relationship to be established with the 
new parliamentary team, which was appointed for the ensuing 4 years. 

 

 Assessing the Euro-Jordanian and Euro-Mediterranean Partnerships 

In addition to developing interparliamentary relations, the objective of the visit was to 
enable the Association Agreement within the framework of the Barcelona Process 
(which came into force on 1 May 2002) and of the Action Plan within the framework 
of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) (which was adopted in January 2005) 
to be assessed. These agreements are aimed at accompanying the national reform 
programme which the King and his government have drawn up to modernise the 
country politically and economically. 

Jordan has long been seen as a “good pupil” in the Euro-Mediterranean class in terms 
of implementing economic and political reforms; however, the pace of these has 
displayed a perceptible slowing down over the last two years. 
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 Tense regional context 

The situation in the Middle East occupied a prominent position in discussions with 
Jordanian representatives and featured in a number of priority regional issues: the 
follow-up to the Annapolis Conference to relaunch the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process, the stabilisation of Iraq, the issue of Iraqi refugees and displaced persons, the 
Lebanon crisis, the challenges posed by tension with Iran, and the prospect of an 
enhanced role for the EU and Jordan in stabilisation. 
 
 

2. ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE VISIT 

 Jordan in the eye of the storm 

2.1.1 The resonance of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

Jordanians describe themselves as being in the eye of the storm, given the large 
degree of stability enjoyed by this Kingdom situated in the heart of a region 
experiencing violent conflicts. One priority of Jordan’s foreign policy is solving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The peace treaty which Jordan signed with Israel in 1994 
means that it plays a very welcome role as mediator. Yet the benefits of peace have 
not yet been felt, and the Jordanian authorities are also aware of public opinion in the 
country, which is extremely sensitive over these issues. As a result, the Jordanian 
authorities, as strikes in Gaza and the West Bank continue, avoids being seen with 
their Israeli counterparts or meeting them unless absolutely necessary, so as not to be 
accused of treason or lack of solidarity with the Palestinians. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Mr Salah Bashir renewed his country’s support for the 
peace process which was relaunched at Annapolis and by the Donors’ Conference in 
Paris. He sees these events, which brought to an end seven years of inaction, 
uncertainty and lack of discussion, as a window of opportunity which must be used to 
maximum advantage. Yet Israel’s policy of colonising the West Bank makes the 
Jordanians doubtful. 

All the interlocutors stressed their support for President Abbas, whom they see as the 
only legitimate representative of his people. They underlined their close cooperation 
with his services, for example in the area of health, humanitarian needs, etc. They 
voiced their wish to see the implementation of the solution involving two states 
existing side-by-side and rejected any ‘Jordanian option’ (the annexation by Jordan of 
the West Bank), which would result in the Palestinian people and its national cause 
being dissipated and would play into the hands of radical Israelis. Mr Abou Houdaib 
regretted the fact that the Arab League’s peace plan had been completely ignored by 
Israel’s leaders. 

According to our Jordanian interlocutors, there is a need for reconciliation between 
the Palestinian factions which must, however, be brought about in the institutional 
framework and under the aegis of Mr Abbas. 
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The Jordanian authorities are unanimous in describing the role of the European Union 
in resolving the conflict as inadequate. They consider that the Europeans should not 
stop at chequebook diplomacy and should take a more active part in the peace process 
– in particular through the Quartet – by putting forward a more balanced viewpoint 
than that of the United States. The Europeans’ good relations with Israel might, 
according to Mr Al Dhahabi, enable them to persuade the Israelis to make a real 
commitment to achieving peace. Mr Bashir hoped that the EU would endeavour to 
secure the re-opening of the Gaza border crossings. 

 

2.1.2 A problematic regional context 

In the case of Iraq, the Jordanian authorities advocate a process of dialogue and 
national reconciliation, enabling all political and sectarian groups to be reintegrated in 
the institutions. The Sunnis are currently excluded from the Government, having been 
specially targeted by the regime’s ‘de-Baathisation’. Mr Bashir stressed that 
establishing democracy in Iraq based on citizens was essential. Yet what is happening 
there was precisely the opposite: the spread of sectarianism and denominationalism, 
spurred on by foreign interference. In his view, success would only be achieved by 
introducing a legitimate national reconciliation programme focussing on citizens and 
not on sectarianism. 

There was also discussion of relations between Jordan and neighbouring Syria. King 
Abdullah II made an official visit to Damascus last November, during the preparatory 
period for the Annapolis Conference. Foreign Affairs Minister Mr Bashir described 
the bilateral relations with Syria as very good, particularly in the trade and economic 
spheres. He did not, however, hide the fact that differences of opinion regarding the 
regional situation remained, which those in charge were attempting to resolve. It is 
worth remembering that the King did not travel to Damascus for the last Arab League 
summit in March, probably – according to diplomatic sources in Amman – at the 
urgent request of the Americans. 

The situation in Lebanon was mentioned during our discussions with Mr Al Majali, 
who expressed the view that the political crisis prevailing at the time of our visit to 
Jordan was definitely not an internal matter and that it had been brought about largely 
as a result of foreign interference. 

 

2.1.3 A voice of tolerance and moderation 

Amidst the regional tensions and violence, characterised in particular by a rise in 
religious and political radicalism, the Jordanian authorities are seeking to disseminate 
an image of tolerance and moderation. The most noteworthy initiative was the 
Amman Message of 9 November 2004, referred to by Mr Kamal Nasser, Minister of 
Political Development, and Mr Abdul Fattah Salah, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs. Drawn up by leading Muslim theologians under the aegis of King Abdullah 
II, the Message aims to reinforce the fundamental values of tolerance, compassion and 
mutual respect, which form the foundation of Islam. It also sets out the conditions 
necessary for issuing a fatwa. 
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The Mufti of Amman underlined the common foundations of the Islamic and 
Christian cultures, which were based on the ideals of tolerance and love. He stated 
that disagreements were bound to occur between neighbouring cultures with common 
borders around the shores of the Mediterranean, and that the most important thing was 
to engage in dialogue, respect each other and live together in harmony. After hearing 
the view of the Delegation’s Chairwoman, who rejected the idea of a clash of 
civilisations in favour of inter-cultural dialogue, he was glad that the Europeans had 
adopted the rhetoric of dialogue favoured by the Arabs and stressed that those 
ideologues who propounded the theory of the clash of civilisations did not come from 
the Middle East. He noted that the unfortunate proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction in the region meant that there was now room only for dialogue, as any 
armed conflict might lead to the complete destruction of all parties involved. 

Greek Orthodox Bishop Metropolitan Benedictos of Philadelphia (Amman) cited 
Jordan as an example of the harmonious coexistence of Christians and Muslims. 
Praising the benevolent attitude and protection of the authorities towards Christian 
communities, he stressed the continuous attempts at dialogue between Christians (of 
all denominations) and Muslims within Jordanian society. He also noted that Christian 
schools had as many Christian as Muslim pupils, which indicates the faith which all 
the families have in the value of sharing and living together. He finished by 
expressing his hope for better integration of Muslim communities in Europe, as a lack 
of acceptance of them and the tensions which would ensue might lead to reprisals 
against Christians in the Middle East. 

 

 The Iraqi refugee crisis  

 The Delegation’s previous activities 

As was the case during its recent (September 2007) visit to Syria, the Mashreq 
Delegation tried to assess the situation of the Iraqi refugees on Jordanian territory. 
Given the sheer number of distressed people on the move, the urgent needs in the field 
and the political, economic and social repercussions, this crisis currently besetting the 
Mashreq countries (primarily Syria and Jordan) demands the attention and 
mobilisation of the international community, in particular the European Union. It 
should be noted that the Delegation has also organised two public meetings on this 
issue at the European Parliament. 
 

 Facts and figures about the situation in Jordan 

It is very difficult to determine the exact number of Iraqis in Jordan. During the past 
two years the figure of 700 000 to 750 000 refugees has often been put forward as an 
estimate, but there now seems to be general agreement that this is too high. A recent 
estimate gives the number of Iraqis as between 450 000 and 500 000. 

Several observers claim that Jordanians tend to use the highest estimates in order to 
obtain more international aid. Be that as it may, the flood of refugees is having a 
major impact on the economy, and the amount of aid received by the Jordanian 
authorities and vulnerable groups remains insufficient. 
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The Iraqis are located mainly in the three main urban areas of the country: Amman, 
the capital, Zarqa and Irbid. Unlike the situation in Syria – and especially in 
Damascus, where they are concentrated in certain districts – their presence in Amman 
is not immediately noticeable and they merge into the urban landscape.  

Surveys show that the majority of the refugees are Sunnis, although all Iraqi religious 
communities are represented. Some had already settled in Jordan before the collapse 
of Saddam Hussein’s regime, as was pointed out by Foreign Affairs Minister Mr 
Salah Bashir, who described his country as the ‘traditional gateway to Iraq’. But the 
massive influx of people began after the 2003 war, with the number peaking in 2006. 
It happened in several waves: first came the well-off and the entrepreneurs, who were 
able to buy houses and settle; then the middle classes, who survived for a long time on 
their savings and are now heading rapidly towards poverty; and finally the largest 
number by far, comprising people from modest backgrounds who are extremely 
vulnerable. Today, even though the number seems to be relatively stable and some 
returns have been recorded, there is still a net surplus of new arrivals. 

 

 The Jordanian Government’s position 

The Jordanian authorities have an ambivalent attitude towards the refugees. Initially 
they gave permission for a massive influx of Iraqis into the country; however, Jordan 
has now virtually closed its border with Iraq, and it is taking an increasingly tough 
line. In addition, it is not a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Convention on the Status of 
Refugees. Mr Abdulhadi Al Majali, President of the Jordanian Parliament, does not 
refer to Iraqi refugees in Jordan but speaks instead of ‘residents’ or ‘guests’. The 
Foreign Affairs Minister also stated that refugee status was not recognised, as it was 
not possible to know the motivation of every person arriving in the country, but that 
there was no difference in the way different communities were treated. 

The Iraqis do not, therefore, have the benefit of a legal framework to guarantee them a 
measure of legal security with regard to their stay. Most of them entered Jordan with 
tourist visas, which are valid for three months. Beyond this period few dare to take 
steps to renew their visa, fearing (rightly or wrongly) that if they give the authorities 
the required information, it will be used to expel them. Those who manage to register 
with the HCR in Amman are given a letter of safe conduct, though this has no real 
legal value. 

For the first three years, Iraqi children have had no access to Jordanian schools, and 
this constituted a major interruption to their schooling. However, the Jordanian 
Government recently gave permission for their families to enrol them. Public health 
facilities may also be used by Iraqis, although some problems remain, for example in 
the case of patients with chronic illnesses. 

In addition, refugees are ineligible for employment. Nevertheless, many Iraqis work 
illegally, mainly on a daily basis and in low-skilled sectors, and exploitation is 
common. Others are afraid to be seen working in public (or even sending their 
children to school) and try to stay as invisible as possible, with the result that it is very 
difficult to contact them and give them help. 
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The Jordanian administration recently tried to encourage the refugees to return to Iraq, 
saying that things there had improved – though few people familiar with the real 
situation would agree with this. Incentives included exemption from payment of the 
fine for illegal residence, which is, in theory, payable by people who have not 
renewed their visas. There are also reports of Iraqis who attempted to return home but, 
finding that the situation was still unstable, tried to return to Jordan, only to be turned 
back at the border. 

An NGO representative explained that this attitude can be understood if one 
remembers that Jordan experienced two massive waves of Palestinian refugees in 
1948 and 1967 as they fled the Arab-Israeli conflicts. These refugees, along with their 
descendants (who were granted Jordanian citizenship), today make up nearly 60% of 
the population of the Kingdom. It is easy to see why the authorities are keen to avoid 
a repetition of this scenario today. 
 

 Projects on the ground and support from the European Union 

The European Commission considered the subject of education to be a priority for 
Jordan in the context of managing this crisis. Last year it was decided to extend the 
support already allocated within the framework of the previous MEDA programme 
and to support UNICEF programmes, making a total of EUR 27 million. This was 
considered as very inadequate by the Jordanian Planning Ministry, which stated that 
1.6 billion would be needed. 

During its visit the Delegation met with representatives from various NGOs based 
in Iraq and Jordan which worked with refugees and displaced people and were 
involved in community finance programmes, as well as Iraqi refugees, who gave 
harrowing accounts of their experiences. The NGOs regretted the lack of cooperation 
on the part of the Jordanian Government, which had not given NGOs working with 
Iraqis permission to operate or be registered since 2006, when the crisis was at its 
height. There was also said to be a lack of consistency between different government 
services: an organisation might receive permission from the competent ministry, only 
to see its activity on the ground impeded by the security services. 

The main requests of the NGOs to the Delegation and the European Union include 
more support (logistical and financial) for their activities, with the return of ECHO to 
Iraq seen as highly desirable, to coordinate work in the field. Various NGOs would 
also like to see EU Member States become much more involved in the HCR 
resettlement programmes, as the number of Iraqis currently allowed into Europe is 
ridiculously low. The Delegation readily supported this request. 
 

 Major economic challenges 

 A complex environment 

The measures envisaged by the national reform programme aim to make the economic 
environment more transparent for companies, with a view to conforming to 
international standards. The appeal of this initiative has also enabled the foreign 
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exchange reserves to be increased. It should be pointed out that the leading non-Arab 
investors are European, first and foremost French. 

The main strategies aimed at stimulating business include developing micro-finance, 
an area in which Jordan plays a pioneering role in the region. By participating in 
various EIB programmes, the Jordanian authorities are seeking to develop the skills 
and competences of SMEs. 

Mr Al Majali, President of the Chamber of Deputies, mentioned the lack of resources 
as one of the country’s domestic challenges, Jordan having one of the most meagre 
natural water supplies in the world. Given the over-exploitation of the River Jordan 
and the groundwater (some of which is fossil groundwater), the favoured method for 
satisfying demand is seawater desalination, although this remains a very expensive 
solution. Subsidies on the price of fuel represent a major burden on the government’s 
budget balance (which remains heavily in the red) and will be progressively 
withdrawn, thereby adding a little more to the country’s runaway inflation. 

The raw materials crisis and increase in food prices is hitting the Jordanian population 
hard, especially as the unemployment rate and poverty level are still high. 

Energy issues were also talked about in our discussions. Jordan has significant 
uranium deposits, and a partnership with France is being considered to exploit the ore 
and construct power stations. Ms Al Ali, Minister of Planning and International 
Cooperation, added that agreements concerning the construction of a pipeline between 
Egypt and Jordan had recently been signed. 
 

 Early stages of economic cooperation 

The representatives of chambers of commerce and professional associations with 
whom we met stressed the importance of the economic partnership between Jordan 
and the European Union and expressed their regret that some obstacles to this 
remained which limited the ability of Jordanian entrepreneurs to benefit from 
association and free trade agreements. This inhibition of exports was due mainly to 
non-tariff barriers, as in theory, Jordanian agricultural products benefited from 
preferential tariffs on the European market. By contrast, the free trade agreement 
signed with the United States was much more favourable to Jordan, whose trade 
balance with the former has now moved into the black. The representatives therefore 
called on the European Union to do more to gradually eliminate these indirect 
restrictions which penalise mainly agriculture and agri-food industries. 
Representatives of industry also expressed their scepticism towards the over-hasty 
establishment of a Free Trade Zone with the EU and a more general lowering of 
customs tariffs as proposed by the IMF and the WTO. They argued that the industrial 
(in particular the pharmaceutical) sector in Jordan was still in its infancy and in real 
danger of not being able to respond quickly to competition from abroad, but that it 
was far too important socially (and above all in terms of employment) to be neglected. 
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 Major projects for the future 

The Red-Dead Project is one of the major projects being developed by the 
Jordanians in the context both of infrastructure and economic development. Based on 
cooperation with Israel and funding from the World Bank, the project aims to halt the 
gradual drying-up of the Dead Sea by moving water to it from the Red Sea. Its sole 
source of water (the River Jordan) is over-exploited, and as a result the Dead Sea is 
receding by one metre a year, which is putting economic activity in the surrounding 
area at risk. The project includes a hydroelectric power station and a desalination 
plant. 

The other flagship initiative launched in 2000 by the Government is the Aqaba 
Special Economic Zone. This consists of a free zone around the city and port, 
managed by the ASEZA (Aqaba Special Economic Zone Authority), which acts as 
municipal authority, labour market regulator and single point of contact for foreign 
investors. Mr Hosni Abou Gheida, President of ASEZA, stated that over its seven 
years of activity, the Zone had attracted more than eight billion dollars in investments, 
which was even more than the target set by the master plan. Describing the Zone’s 
logistical and geographical advantages, as well as its significant tourist attractions (the 
Red Sea, the historic site of Petra, and the valley of Wadi Rum), he said that 
development of the Zone would benefit the Jordanian economy as a whole as well as 
the wider region. It should be noted that the port of Aqaba is soon to be relocated to 
the south, close to the Saudi border, and that the current site would be converted into 
an economic, resort and residential complex. 

 

 Political modernisation projects 
The domestic political situation should be assessed on the basis of the regional 
situation. Seen in this light, Jordan comes across as a regime which allows more 
freedom than most. This is borne out by the fact that meetings with critical NGOs are 
possible. 
 

2.4.1 Tension between progress and stagnation 

Jordan is a society of contrasts. This was one of the main impressions gained by the 
Delegation: contrasts between tradition and modernity, conservatism and reformism, 
and between multiple identities. When he visited the European Parliament, His 
Majesty King Abdullah II talked about large-scale programmes of political reform 
which aimed at modernising the country, making it more democratic and engaging 
citizens: “Putting Jordan first”, “We are all Jordanians”, etc. Yet the tempo seems to 
have slowed: firstly because of the worsening of the regional situation, and secondly, 
as a result of resistance from certain sections of society. 
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2.4.2 Political reform and democracy 

According to a European diplomat in Jordan, the expression ‘democracy’ has taken on 
a negative connotation for Jordanians and has become tainted by its use as a slogan 
justifying the American war in Iraq, the consequences of which have been disastrous 
for the region as a whole. The Prime Minister, Mr Nader el Dhahabi, stressed that it 
was not possible to talk about democracy in the region as it is understood in Europe 
and elsewhere and that constraints of public order and security must be taken into 
account. Minister of Political Development Mr Kamal Nasser, in charge of carrying 
out the reforms, stressed that Jordanians were very sensitive about having models 
imposed on them from outside and said that gradual, endogenous shifts which 
involved the Jordanian people were to be preferred. Some representatives of civil 
society whom we met told us of their scepticism towards the major reform 
programmes, which they saw as lacking specific measures and a precise agenda. 

The new law on political parties imposes a number of constraints regarding 
representation: raising the threshold necessary for setting up a party, the need to be 
represented in a sufficient number of governorates, quotas for women, etc. The reform 
reduces the number of parties from 35 to 15, a move which the President of the 
Senate, Mr Zaïd Al Rifa’i, considers positive, as it restricts tribal reactions and the 
excessive personalisation of elections. Mr Nasser also stated that, for the first time, 
the issue of party financing was now governed by law and included incentives for 
greater participation by women. Both pointed out that Jordan was the only country in 
the region which had managed to integrate Islamist parties in the political system in a 
peaceful way. Moreover, the recent parliamentary elections had demonstrated a 
decline in these parties’ popularity, among other things because of the fears raised by 
the coup in Gaza. 

It should be pointed out that the National Centre for Human Rights, which is 
independent of the Government and was founded at the instigation of the King, was 
critical of the Government for the conduct of the last municipal and parliamentary 
elections, which it considered neither fair nor transparent. 

 

2.4.3 The situation of civil society 

The civil organisations met with are concerned at the Government’s attitude towards 
them and at the legal framework governing their activities. NGOs now have to request 
authorisation from the Council of Ministers before even applying for international 
programmes funded from abroad (including Europe) or attending international 
conferences. 

In addition, new restrictions are set to come into force in June 2008 which threaten the 
very existence of these NGOs, which will be subject to a new government approval. 



 

PE405.694 12/18 CR\740179EN.doc 

EN 

 

2.4.4 Human rights – women’s rights 

In terms of human rights and fundamental freedoms, the whole region seems to be 
experiencing a decline in acquired rights in the name of the fight against terrorism. 

The criticisms of the Government concerning the legislation on demonstrations and 
public gatherings, which is seen as very restrictive, were referred to by the Prime 
Minister and the President of the Chamber, Mr Al Dhahabi and Mr Al Majali. They 
both considered rescinding the obligation to request prior permission from the 
Government for any demonstration to be unacceptable and argued that there was a 
need to take the measures necessary for security and the protection of public and 
private property. 

A journalist with whom the Delegation met told of a large number of restrictions 
affecting freedom of expression and his ability to carry out his work. Nevertheless, 
journalists are more able to conduct their work than in many other parts of the region. 

The situation of women in society and politics seemed to be one of the main themes 
for all the interlocutors with whom the Delegation met. Mr Kamal Nasser, Minister 
of Political Development, said that it was not possible to speak of national sovereignty 
without the participation of women, who made up more than half the population. 
Since Jordan was a Muslim country, where the law governing personal status was 
influenced by Sharia, there were some reservations about the provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women. The Delegation also met representatives of the Jordanian Women’s Union, 
which is funded by the EU and runs a reception and refuge centre for battered women. 
The Women’s Union criticised legislation which, despite the progress made, remained 
generally unfavourable towards women (for example in family matters) and raised the 
issues of domestic violence and honour crimes, both of which persist because of the 
strong influence of tribal traditions, and which are dealt with very inadequately by the 
authorities. 
 

3. CONCLUSIONS: RELATIONS BETWEEN THE EU AND JORDAN IN 
THE FUTURE 

All the interlocutors with whom the Delegation met during its visit agreed that 
relations between Jordan and the European Union should be developed in a number of 
fields: political, economic and cultural. They also urged the EU to play a more 
political role in the region and move away from its status as purely a trading power. 

The Jordanians expressed a real interest in the initiative of a ‘Mediterranean Union’ 
which was first put forward by French President Nicolas Sarkozy. Minister of 
Planning Mme Souhair Al Ali stressed that, following the example of other 
Mediterranean countries, Jordan was considering this idea very carefully to see how it 
might benefit the region as a whole. She gave her support to the idea of strengthening 
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and was keen to see how the major projects 
discussed – for example in the area of infrastructure – might help these objectives to 
be achieved. 
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Representatives of the business community and chambers of commerce stated that the 
Barcelona acquis should, in their opinion, be maintained and consolidated and should 
act as a basis for future strengthening of Euro-Mediterranean relations. 

During her discussions with members of the Committee on Arab and International 
Affairs of the Chamber of Deputies, the Chairwoman of the Delegation said that, from 
their perspective as parliamentarians, there was an urgent need to strengthen the role 
of EMPA and ensure that the future Union for the Mediterranean included a strong 
parliamentary dimension which would guarantee democratic representation and 
accountability. This opinion was generally shared by the Delegation’s Jordanian 
counterparts. 

In order to strengthen relations between the two Parliaments, there should be a visit to 
Europe by a delegation from the Jordanian Parliament as soon as possible and no later 
than the beginning of next year. 
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Annexe I 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

Delegation for Relations with the Mashreq Countries 
 

 5th Interparliamentary Meeting EP/Jordan 
 

25 April - 2 May 2008 
 

Amman 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

Friday 25 April 2008 
  

Individual arrivals from Europe 
 

Amman Marriott Hotel 
Shmeissani Issam Ajluni Street, P.O. Box 926333  

Amman, 11190 Jordan  
Tel. +962 6 5607 607  
Fax.  +962 6 5670 100 

 
Saturday 26 April 2008 
 
08:00 – 09:00 
 

 
Breakfast meeting with the EU Troïka (France, Chargé d'affaires)   
 

Place: Marriott Hotel  
 

09:30 – 10:30 
 

Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs  
 

Place: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

11:00 - 13:00 Meeting with IRC (International Rescue Committee), CARE, Terre des 
Hommes, OXFAM, Islamic Relief, NCCI  
 

Place: Marriott Hotel 
 
13:00 - 14:00 

 
Free for individual programme 
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14:30 – 16:30 
 

Visit to women's shelter (a project supported by European funds) 
 

Place:  Jabal Hussein 
 

17:00 – 19:00 
 

Meeting with representatives of the civil society and NGOs: Arab Women 
Organisation, Partners – Jordan Center for Civic Collaboration LLC, Jordanian 
Women's Union, Land & Human to Advocate Progress, Center for Defending 
Freedom of Journalists, Adaleh Center for Human Rights Studies Partnership 
and Sisterhood Is Global Institute, Research Center Al Urdun Al Jadid  and 
Amman Centre for Human Rights Studies 
 

Place: EC Delegation 
 

19:00 -  Free for individual programme  

Sunday 27 April 2008 
 
 
 
10:00 – 11:00 
 
 
12:00 – 13:00  
 
 
 
13:30 – 14:30 
 

 
Theme Government:  
 
Prime Minister  

Place: Prime Minister's office 
 

Minister of Political Development and Judicial Affairs 
 

Place: Ministry of Political Development 
 

Minister of Planning and International Cooperation 
 

Place: Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 
 

15:00 – 17:00 
 

Theme social dialogue: Lunch meeting with General federation of Jordanian 
Trade Unions, Jordan Association of Consumers, ILO (supporting ESC 
process), Jordan Chamber of Industry, Jordan Chamber of Commerce and 
JEBA. 

 
Place: EC Delegation 

 
20:30 Dinner with EU Ambassadors and distinguished guests  

 
Place:  EC Ambassador's Residence 

 
Monday 28 April 
08:30 - 09:30 
 
 
 
10:00 - 11:00  
 

Meeting with National Center for Human Rights 
 

Place: National Center for Human rights  
 
Meeting with the Speaker of the Lower House  
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11:00 – 12:00  
 
 
 
12:00 – 13:00 
 
 
 
13:00 – 13:15 
 
 

Place: Jordanian Parliament 
 

Meeting with the Committee for Arab and International relations of the 
Jordanian Parliament  

Place: Jordanian Parliament 
 
Meeting with the Head of the Senate  
 

Place: Jordanian Parliament 
 
Tour of the Jordanian Parliament  
 

Place: Jordanian Parliament 
  

Lunch 
 

14:30 - 15:30  
 
 
 
16:00 – 17:00 
 
 

Intercultural/interreligious theme: Al-Mufti  
 

Place: Office of the Al-Mufti 
 

Intercultural/interreligious theme: Orthodox church  
 

Place: Office of the Bishop 
 

17:00 – 20:00 Free for individual programme 
 

20:00 -  
 
 

Dinner hosted by the Jordanian Parliament, President of Arab and Int'l 
Relations Committee   

Place: Al Boustan restaurant 
 

Tuesday 29 April 
 
10:00 – 10:30  
 
 
 
11:00 – 12:00 
 
 
 
12:30 – 13:00 
 
 

 
Theme Government: Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
 

Place: Ministry of Islamic Affairs 
 
Meeting with HoD Iraq  (via video link from Baghdad)  
 

Place: EC Delegation 
 

Press conference 
Place: EC Delegation 

14:15 Departure to Aqaba by bus  
 
Night in Aqaba  

Intercontinental Hotel Aqaba 
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King Hussein Street 
P.O. Box 2311 
Aqaba, Jordan 

Tel. +962-3-2092222  
Fax. +962-3-2092223 

 
 
 

Wednesday 30 April 
 
09:00 – 11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00 -12:30 
 
 
 
 
13:00 - 15:00 
 

 
Meeting with Aqaba Special Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA) and Aqaba 
Development Corporation (ADC) 
 

• Corporate film 
• Briefing on ASEZA by Chief Commissioner Mr. Husni Abu Ghaida and 

deputy Commissionr Dr Bilal Bashir 
• Briefing on ADC by Chief Executive officer Imad Fakhoury 

 
Place: InterContinental hotel, Fairuz alt. Yaqut meeting room 

 
Tour of airport area, Aqaba international industrial estate, Ben Hayyan Lab 
(briefing by Mr. Khaled Qtaishat), Ayla and Saraya (private sector tourism 
development projects), main port and Aqaba container terminal, with Ms. 
Hanifa from the ADC 
 
Lunch hosted by ADC  

Place: Tala bay 
 

  
Night in Aqaba 

 
Thursday 1st May  
 
Morning 

 
Departure from Aqaba  
 

Day Visit to Petra  
 

Evening Return to Amman, Hotel Marriott 
 

Friday 2nd May 
  

Departure of the EP Delegation Members to Europe  
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Annexe II 

 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE MASHREQ COUNTRIES  
5TH IPM EP - JORDAN 

 
26 April - 2 May 2008 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  

 
 

Members (7) Group Country 
Ms Béatrice PATRIE, Chair PES France 
Mr Carlo CASINI EPP Italy 
Mr John PURVIS EPP United Kingdom 
Mr Bogusław SONIK EPP Poland 
Ms Magda KÓSÁNÉ KOVÁCS PES Hungary 
Ms Jamila MADEIRA PES Portugal 
Mr Fernand LE RACHINEL NI France 

 
EPP-ED Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats 
PES Group of the Party of European Socialists 
NI Non-attached Members 

 
 

DG III Staff (3)  
Mr Hans-Hermann KRAUS Administrator 
Mr Stefan KRAUSS Administrator 
Ms Nicole DEVOS Administrative Assistant 

 
Political group staff (2)  
Mr Jorge SOUTULLO EPP Advisor 
Ms Volborg LINDEN JONSTEN PES Advisor 

 

Interpreters (3)  
Ms Melpomeni KONSTANTINIDI FR-AR-FR 
Ms Ghada DALLAL-MUBARAL  EN-AR-EN 
Ms Karen TWIDLE EN-FR-EN 

 

* * * 
Accompanying the Members (3)  
Mr Emmanuel ESPANOL Mrs Patrie's assistant 
Mr Marwan HOBEIKA Mrs Patrie's assistant 
Mr David KARDOS Mrs Kósáné Kovács' assistant 

 


