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Remarks by Herman VAN ROMPUY, 

President of the European Council, 

following his meeting with Mikheil SAAKASHVILI 

President of Georgia 
 

It was my pleasure to welcome you to the seat of the European Council today. We had a very 

fruitful exchange of views on the development and enhancement of EU-Georgia relations, and on a 

number of regional issues of common concern. 

 

We welcomed the progress made so far in strengthening EU-Georgia relations after the launch of 

the Association Agreement negotiations in July and I expressed my appreciation to the President for 

the Georgian side’s preparedness and pragmatic approach. We agreed on the need to further 

advance the necessary reforms that would bring Georgian legislation in line with the EU in key 

areas.  

 

We also agreed that both the visa facilitation and readmission agreements should enter into force 

soon. 

 

The strengthening of the EU-Georgia relationship will be a further stimulus to Georgia to continue 

on democratic reforms. The European Union has always been consistent on emphasising the 

importance of “shared values”, as referred to in Eastern Partnership, and for the conclusion of the 

Association Agreement. 

 

Georgia has achieved substantial progress in this field, and this must be recognised. Our expectation 

is that the process of consolidating democratic institutions should continue. In this framework, the 

new Constitution and electoral reform will be an important benchmark.  

 

I underlined the European Union’s continuing full support for the security, stability, sovereignty 

and territorial integrity of Georgia. We expect the entire international community to do so as well.  

 

I confirmed to the President the commitment of the Union to continue to be fully engaged in 

conflict resolution efforts. We are already mobilising several EU instruments for this purpose - the 

Geneva Discussions, the EU Monitoring Mission, assistance to internally displaced persons, just to 

name a few. 
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We also discussed questions of regional stability, particularly in light of the upcoming summit of 

the OSCE in December, and the Eastern Partnership summit next May. We agreed that the only way 

to ensure lasting stability in the Southern Caucasus is by peaceful means and by the full 

mobilisation of diplomatic and political efforts. This is an important message I intend to take to the 

summit in Astana as well. 

 

Finally, we touched upon the question of energy and energy security. You will recall that the 

European Council intends to devote significant time to this issue early next year. The future of the 

EU's energy supply and energy security is, of course, linked with its neighbourhood as well, 

including the countries of the Eastern Partnership and beyond. In this context I recognised the 

constructive role Georgia plays in the development of energy transit routes. 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 
Video coverage of the trips and meetings will be available for download in broadcast quality from the 

Council TV newsroom http://tvnewsroom.consilium.europa.eu 

 

Photos covering the event will be available for download in high resolution from the Council Photo Library 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/photo 
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