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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Science and technology is one of the most dynamic sectors of cooperation between the 
European Union and the Russia, and is based on shared interests in promoting innovation and 
economic competitiveness. Intensive collaboration in research and technology, including a 
solid track record of joint projects and other cooperative activities, is a vital element of the 
EU-Russia strategic partnership and contributes to the objectives of the Partnership on 
Modernisation.

The legal framework for cooperation is laid down in the EU-Russia S&T Agreement, 
concluded in 2000 and renewed for five years by Decision 2009/313/EC of 30 March 2009.

The proposed decision on further renewal of the Agreement for an additional five years, in its 
current form, will enable the EU and Russia to further intensify bilateral relations in the field 
of science and technology. 

Renewal of the S&T Agreement is also significant in the context of the on-going negotiations 
on a Visa Facilitation Agreement between the EU and Russia. Prospective simplification of 
visa procedures would positively affect mobility in the area of research and science and 
facilitate efficient implementation of the S&T Agreement, while also contributing to the 
broader goal of stronger political, economic and cultural ties between the EU and Russia.

The positive record of cooperation in the field of science and technology testifies to the 
potential of the EU-Russia partnership to deliver tangible and mutually beneficial results. 
Hence, renewal of the S&T in its current form could also provide a much-needed impetus to 
the on-going negotiations on a comprehensive New EU-Russia Agreement, foreseen to 
replace the existing Partnership and Cooperation Agreement.

******

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, 
as the committee responsible, to propose that Parliament give its consent.


