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General
Surface area: 33,850 km2, including the separatist region of Transnistria, second smallest of 
the 15 ex-Soviet republics.
Capital: Chisinau
Population: 3.57 million, 64, 5% Romanians, 14% Ukrainians, 13% Russians, 3, 5% Gagauzis 
and 2% Bulgarians
Life expectancy: 67 years
Language: Moldovan, Russian
Religion: Metropolitan Church of Moldova (subordinate to the Russian Orthodox Church)
GDP growth: 4% (in 2006)
Main products: agricultural and chemical
Foreign investment: 167 mio Euros, (the lowest figure of the European countries)

Legal system
Moldova adopted a new constitution on 28 July 1994. The Transnistrian region has declared 
independence, which the central government has not recognised. The region inhabited by 
the Gagauz minority was granted special legal status in December 1994

Transnistria is an area on the Ukrainian border of the country, where about 17% of all 
Moldavians live and where Moldova’s heavy industries and energy production are mainly 
located. It enjoys a de facto independence which the Moldovan State does not recognise. 
Russian troops have been stationed in the region since the 1992 war. 
The EU is participating as an observer (together with the USA) in the OSCE mediation efforts 
to propose a solution to this crisis. The EU has also appointed an EUSR for Moldova (Dr 
Kalman Mizsei) and is applying visa ban against the Transnistrian leadership.
A settlement with Transdnistria   is unlikely to be achieved in 2009-10. 

National legislature
Parliament, a unicameral assembly with 101 members, is directly elected by proportional
representation for a four year period within one national constituency. The electoral 
threshold to be represented in Parliament, previously established at 4% of the votes cast, 
was raised in December 2007 and now lies at 6%. Likewise the constitution of any pre-
electoral alliance is prohibited and anyone who is subject to legal proceedings or who has 
dual citizenship can no longer stand in the general elections. Finally a 50% minimum turn 
out is required for the general election to be deemed valid.

National elections
In the general elections of 5 April 2009 the Communist Party (PRCM) of the outgoing 
President, Vladimir Voronin, achieved a majority of seats in the Parliament.  However, this 
majority did not suffice for the election of the new President as in both two rounds (20 May 
and 3 June) the Communist Party candidate, Prime Minister Zinaido Greceani, needed one 
more vote to be elected to the supreme office.  The Moldovan Constitution stipulates a 
three-fifths majority, i.e. 61 Members and the PRCM only had 60.   

Current political situation

New elections were therefore held on 29 July in which the Communist Party remained the 
single largest party in parliament with 48 seats but the four non-communist parties formed a 
coalition (the Alliance for European Integration) which has 53 seats in the parliament.
This new coalition formed after the polls of 29 July is now in a similar position as the 
Communist Party after the April 5 elections, as it needs at least eight votes from the 
Communist Party to elect a new president. It is not clear whether this could be achieved, 
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which could entail the risk of further protracted political uncertainty, and with the economic 
situation very poor, the risk of social unrest is high. 
However, it seems probable that the new coalition will form the new government with the 
positive vote of the parliament. The new coalition's stated five major goals: restore the rule of 
law; overcome the socio-economic crisis and foster economic development; decentralise the 
government and promote local autonomy; achieve Moldova’s territorial reintegration; 
achieve Moldova’s European integration; and follow a balanced, consistent and responsible 
foreign policy.
All four coalition parties wish to build tight ties to the EU and especially to neighbouring 
Romania, but not all are pro-NATO. The PLDM leader Vlad Filat is looking forward to holding 
a referendum on integrating Moldova into NATO, whereas the PL and PDM are committed to 
Moldova’s neutrality, and the AMN is technically pro-Western but still has strong ties to 
Russian powers within Moldova. If Filat tries to further this idea and the other coalition 
members back out, it could be the end of the united front.

Economic situation

Moldova’s economy is characterized by a large agricultural sector (the sector counts for 
almost one quarter of GDP and 38% of total exports) and is dependent on Russia and 
Ukraine. The country has few natural resources and is almost entirely dependent upon 
imports for its primary energy requirements as well as inputs for its manufacturing industries.
Since 1999, Moldova's economic performance has been commendable, in contrast to its 
deteriorating performance during the early years of the 1990s. The country has successfully 
stabilized, launched structural reforms to stimulate growth, and started an effective social 
protection system. As a result, real GDP grew from 200 onward, reaching 7.3 % in 2004. The 
upswing was driven by domestic demand caused by strong remittances from immigrant 
Moldovans (at least 25% of GDP in 2003-2004). 
However, due to the economic crisis, real GDP is forecast to contract by 10% in 2009 as the 
global downturn sharply reduces exports and remittance inflows, before recovering to grow 
by a modest 1% in 2010. 
Average inflation will fall sharply in 2009-10, owing to the economic downturn. Weaker 
domestic demand is forecast to narrow the current-account deficit from almost 17% of GDP 
in 2008 to just over 11% in 2009-10.
The next government is expected to approach the IMF for financial support. The budget 
deficit is expected to widen to around 7% of GDP in 2009 under the impact of economic 
recession, before narrowing in 2010. 

EU – Moldova relations

Moldova has signed a partnership agreement with the EU. In 2005 both parties already
agreed on an action plan that was due to put Moldova on the road to the EU within three 
years. A new co-operation agreement is due to be set out "when the country is ready to take 
on the effects of total liberalisation of its trade with the European Union."
The EU-Moldova Partnership and Cooperation Agreement entered into force in July 1998 
and sets a framework for trade liberalisation, legislative harmonisation, and cooperation in a 
range of sectors and as well as a political dialogue.
The joint ENP Action Plan was adopted in February 2005 by the EU-Moldova Cooperation 
Council. The Action Plan is an opportune tool for supporting Moldova's own programme of 
democratic and economic reform.
On June 2009 the Council has adopted the EU negotiating directives for a new, 
comprehensive EU-Republic of Moldova agreement which will go beyond the current 
PCA.
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The EC assistance focuses on the reform priorities agreed in the ENP Action Plan and 
increased from € 20 million in 2003/2004 to € 42 million in 2005/2006 and €40min 2007.

Equally, Moldova is party in the new Eastern Partnership, launched on May 2009 which 
forms an integral part of EU's existing neighbourhood policy. The scheme is financed with 
600 million Euros as an increased financial assistance to help with political and economic 
reforms in the six countries of the Eastern Partnership for the duration of the programme.

In April 2007, the EU has opened in Chisinau the first “Common Visa Application Center” in 
order to facilitate the issuance of visas for Moldovan citizens. 

European Parliament-Moldova relations

The EP has consistently declared its readiness to help extending the inter-parliamentary 
dialogue, so that to enhance Moldova’s visibility in Europe and to ease the inclusion of its 
priorities on the European agenda of talks. In this respect, the Moldovan side was interested 
in organising working visits of Moldovan parliamentarians to the EP.
Moldova's President Voronin visited the EP and met with President Pöttering, on 6 December 
2007. 
In its resolution on Georgia of 3 September 2008, the EP noted that: "Establishment of free 
trade zones with Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova should be speeded up and in the context of 
liberalisation of visa policy". The European Parliament sent a delegation to observe both the 
April and the July parliamentary elections.

A delegation of the Moldovan opposition leaders visited the European Parliament in the 
aftermath of the 5 April 2009 elections and, following the allegations for violations of human 
rights during the demonstrations1 a delegation from the European Parliament was sent to 
Moldova. 
Subsequent to these events the European Parliament adopted a resolution in which it 
condemned,, inter alia, ... "the massive campaign of harassment, grave violations of human 
rights and all other illegal actions carried out by the Moldovan Government in the aftermath 
of the parliamentary elections" 2

Finally, in the ambit of the Eastern Partnership, a new parliamentary body will bring together 
the parliamentarians of the six Eastern Partnership countries and the European Parliament.

                                               
1 Reports of these missions from the responsible Secretariats
2 EP resolution of 7 May 2009 on the situation in the Republic of Moldova
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