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Jonathan Cohen is an Oxford-educated, Russian-speaker who has travelled extensively in the 
former Soviet Union for seventeen years, facilitating conflict transformation initiatives and 

implementing programmes to promote the development of civil society and respect for human 
rights. In 2006 he was awarded the honour of Order of the British Empire by the British 
Government for services to conflict prevention and conflict resolution in the Caucasus.

SUMMARY EMPLOYMENT RELATED EXPERIENCE:

1997 onwards: Conciliation Resources (CR), London, Director Caucasus Programme and 
since 2008 Director of Programmes
1996-1997: The Foundation on Inter-Ethnic Relations, The Hague, Deputy Director
1995-1996: International Peace Research Institute, Oslo, Research Associate
1992-1995: International Alert, London, Programmes Officer, Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union 
 Strategic thinker: responsible for designing, planning, implementing and reviewing 

innovative programmatic responses to complex social, political and conflict contexts;
 Solid NGO management background: member of CR’s Senior Management Team and 

long term staff representative on CR’s Board;
 Leadership: initiating and developing conflict transformation interventions - building a 

team of four staff, more than half a dozen consultants and over twenty partners and 
chairing an international consortium funded by the UK Government;

 Experienced communicator: both public speaking and chairing/facilitating confidential 
meetings with Ministers, Parliamentarians, diplomats, UN representatives and NGOs; 

 Extensive media experience including live interviews and participation in discussion 
programmes/debates on radio and television in English and Russian;

 Fundraising and grant management: track record of having raised and accounted for 
grants totalling in excess of £4 million pounds since 2000;

 Political analyst/policy adviser: writing regular updates on conflict and political 
developments for Board members, donors, public presentations and policy advice in 
confidential diplomatic meetings;

 Comparative learning: harnessing cross-disciplinary thematic (media, NGO capacity 
building, rights-based approaches) and regional comparisons to peace building initiatives.

SUMMARY EDUCATION:

1988-1992: Oxford University, Christ Church, M.Litt., in Soviet Studies.
1991: Moscow State University, History Faculty, British Council Research Scholarship.
1986-1988: University of London, School of Slavonic and East European Studies, M.A., 
Distinction, Soviet and East European Politics.
1983-1986 University of Bristol, B.A. Hons, First Class, Modern History.

DISTINCTIONS:

Order of the British Empire for services to conflict prevention and conflict resolution in the 
Caucasus; awarded through the Diplomatic List of the British Government in December 2006




