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Place and date of birth: Rotterdam, 9 February 1945 
Nationality: Dutch 
 
Education 
 
M.A. of the Fletcher School of Law and diplomacy at Medford, Mass., US (1970) 
Licencié in Political Science, University of Lausanne, Switzerland (1968) 
 
Language fluency: English, French, German and Dutch 
 
Professional experience 
 
2008 – present 
International Civilian Representative / European Union Special Representative 
(ICR/EUSR) in Kosovo 
 
2007 
Civilian Operations Commander for all civilian ESDP Crisis Management Operations 
Acting Director of the EU Civilian Planning and Conduct Capability 
 
2005 – 2006 
Head of the EU-led Aceh Monitoring mission (AMM) in Indonesia 
 
2005 
Head of EU Expert Team for Iraq 
 
2004 
Personal Representative of the EU High Representative, Javier Solana, for 
Sudan/Darfur 
 
2001 – 2008 
General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union 
Deputy Director General for Politico-Military Affairs 
 
1995 – 2001 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
 
Personal representative of Secretary General Lord Robertson for Yugoslavia 
Director of the Crisis Management and Operation Directorate 
Head of the NATO Balkans Task Force 
Political Advisor to Commander IFOR Bosnia-Herzegovina 
 
1970 – 1995 
The Netherlands Diplomatic Service 
 


