
Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached the text of the appeal by the civic initiative Vyzvalennie (Liberation). 

The civic initiative Vyzvalennie unites the relatives of the presidential candidates, their proxies and 
other persons who were unlawfully detained and imprisoned following the Presidential elections of 19 
December, 2010. At the moment over twenty people still remain in the KGB pre-trial jail. 
The appeal was signed on 3 January, 2011, before the news of the release of one of the candidates, 
Vital Rymasheuski, was announced. Nevertheless he still remains accused in the case and stays 
under a recognizance not to leave town.
The printed copy of the appeal with our signatures will be handed to your embassy in the coming 
days. We would very much like to do it in person and would appreciate if you could spare half an 
hour of your time for that purpose. 

[Signatures]
-------------------

Appeal

to the Governments of the EU and the United States, the Russian Federation and the global 
community

Hundreds of Belarusian citizens were detained following the recent presidential elections and the 
ensuing peaceful protests. Many of the detainees were sentenced to administrative arrest or payment 
of penalty. In our opinion, the crackdown against the peaceful action was triggered by a group of 
provocateurs that can be identified using the available photo and video footage. We cannot 
comprehend that the authorities have not sought to detain these provocateurs.
On December 29-30, the 22 suspects held in the KGB pre-trial detention centre, including five 
presidential candidates (Aliaksei Mikhalevich, Uladzimir Niakliaeu, Vitaly Rymasheuski, Andrey
Sannikov and Mikola Statkevich) were presented with official charges under p.1 and 2 of article 293 
of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus (organisation of, and taking part in mass riots).
The charges were also presented to proxies of the presidential candidates. A pre-trial restriction of 
two months in custody was imposed upon all of them. 
The wife of Mr Sannikov, Irina Halip, is among those held in the KGB pre-trial detention centre. This 
makes their three-year old son, left without the care of his parents, a hostage of the situation.
According to our information, some of the detained persons (Uladzimir Niakliaeu, Andrey Sannikov) 
require urgent medical help, which cannot be provided in the KGB pre-trial detention centre. 
In this regard, we call on A. Lukashenko to free all hostages taken by him - the presidential 
candidates, their proxies, journalists and those people who were unlawfully detained. 
We call upon all citizens of Belarus, as well as the global community – primarily the leaders of the 
European Union, the US and Russia – to join these demands. We propose the creation of an 
international committee for investigation of the crimes that took place during the elections on 19 
December 2010 in Belarus. 
We believe that the US, the EU and the Russian Federation should impose comprehensive, tough 
sanctions against the Belarus regime and demand the release of all those arrested and detained in 
connection with ‘the case of 19 December 2010’.
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