
 

Managing the Arctic – Norway’s views 
The changes in the Arctic pose new challenges and give rise to new opportunities. As a 
responsible coastal state, Norway strives to address these challenges and make use of the 
opportunities in a safe and environmentally sound way. We will work to ensure that the Arctic 
remains a peaceful region of cooperation and sustainable resource management. 

Predictable frameworks for sustainable development 

The coastal states bordering on the Arctic Ocean agree that the Law of the Sea provides the 
legal framework for all activities in the Arctic Ocean. In Norway’s view, existing international 
law provides a predictable framework for addressing present and foreseeable challenges in the 
Arctic. The 2010 Treaty Concerning Maritime Delimitation and Cooperation in the Barents Sea 
and the Arctic Ocean between Norway and the Russian Federation is an example of the 
practical application of the principles contained in the existing legal framework.  

The establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf outside 200 nautical miles is dealt 
with by the Commission on the Outer Limits of the Continental Shelf in New York. Norway is 
the first coastal state in the Arctic Ocean to complete the requirements related to the 
Commission. Norway has worked in close cooperation with all neighbouring states in the High 
North in this connection.  

In Norway’s view, it is essential that shipping in the Arctic Ocean is subject to the highest safety 
and environmental standards. Norway is a strong supporter of the development of a mandatory 
IMO Polar Code.  We believe that mandatory rules for shipping in polar waters are crucial for 
preventing accidents, loss of human life and oil spills. 

The prospects of increased activity in the Arctic Ocean mean that coastal states will need to 
maintain a strong presence in order to exercise their jurisdiction, sovereign rights and authority 
in a credible, consistent and predictable manner.  

The Arctic Ocean is not Antarctica 

Antarctica is a continent surrounded by sea, whereas the Arctic Ocean is an ocean surrounded 
by land under national jurisdiction. Recognising that Antarctica is an uninhabited continent 
with no generally acknowledged claims to sovereignty, the Antarctic Treaty was adopted in 
1959 to regulate human activity on the continent. In contrast to the situation in Antarctica 
before the adoption of the Antarctic Treaty, the Law of the Sea already provides a relevant 
legal framework for regulating activities in the Arctic Ocean. Consequently, calls for a specific 
treaty to regulate activities in the Arctic are unjustified. 

Circumpolar and regional cooperation  

Various political arenas of cooperation address issues related to the Arctic. The circumpolar 
Arctic Council is the most important forum in this regard. The indigenous peoples of the Arctic 
have been given their rightful place as permanent participants. Indigenous peoples’ traditional 
knowledge is important, based as it is on a unique ability to live and work in the Arctic. 

The work of the Arctic Council is producing tangible results. Its comprehensive reports and 
studies of climate change in the Arctic have been of major importance in highlighting the speed 
at which climate change is taking place and its implications. Furthermore, the Council has 



 

 

undertaken comprehensive environmental and scientific studies on shipping in the Arctic, on 
oil and gas activities and prospects, and on ocean management.  

The agreement on search and rescue (SAR) cooperation in the Arctic, concluded in May 2011, 
is the first legally binding agreement negotiated under the auspices of the Arctic Council. It 
establishes a binding framework for search and rescue cooperation between the member states 
of the Arctic Council, and enhances the regional cooperation between the Arctic states.  

Building on the positive experiences gained from negotiating the SAR agreement, the Arctic 
Council has established a task force to develop an international instrument on Arctic marine 
pollution preparedness and response.   

The Arctic Council has also decided to strengthen its capacity to respond to the challenges and 
opportunities facing the Arctic by establishing a permanent secretariat in Tromsø, Norway.  

Norway supports the broadening of Arctic Council discussions through the inclusion of more 
observers.  

Another example of innovative regional cooperation is the Barents Euro-Arctic Cooperation, 
which also involves local authorities. The Barents Euro-Arctic Cooperation has played an 
important role in building trust and mutual understanding. The Northern Dimension will also 
further strengthen coordination in the north.  

Norway welcomes the development of Arctic strategies by Arctic states and other interested 
parties and looks forward to continued fruitful cooperation within a bilateral, regional and 
multilateral context.  

Integrated ocean management 

Norway takes an ecosystem- and science-based approach to sustainable resource management. 
Integrated management plans for all relevant maritime areas are among our most important 
tools. Based on ambitious goals, these plans establish a holistic framework for all activities in 
the relevant maritime areas. Our ultimate ambition is that all activities should be managed 
within a single context, facilitating long-term and responsible value creation based on the 
sustainable use of the resources in these maritime areas, while at the same time safeguarding 
the environment and preserving the structure, functioning and productivity of the ecosystems.  

Responsible management of fish stocks based on science is a key Norwegian objective. Regional 
cooperation is essential to achieve this. The bilateral cooperation with Russia in which the Joint 
Norwegian–Russian Fisheries Commission plays a key role, the North-East Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission and our bilateral cooperation with the EU, Iceland, and the Faroe Islands are 
particularly important in this regard. This cooperation is based on input from the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Sea.  

Petroleum activities on the Norwegian continental shelf are subject to the highest safety and 
environmental standards. We have taken measures to further strengthen and improve 
Norwegian rules and regulations. To prevent accidents, strengthened international cooperation 
is essential. Norway is leading the work of the OSPAR Commission and the Arctic Council on 
prevention of oil pollution, and participates actively in offshore safety regulatory bodies such as 
the International Regulatory Forum and the North Sea Offshore Authorities Forum.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


