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Working Document

"The Role of the EU in Promoting a Broader Transatlantic Partnership"

1. The report addresses the future of EU-US relations after the re-election of 
President Obama and points the way for broader transatlantic cooperation that includes the 
countries of the South of the Atlantic Basin. 

For the EU the most important partner is the US. They share a unique relationship, 
based on strong historical and political links, common values and interests. The updating of 
the EU-US agenda from a bilateral point of view occupies the first part of the report. 

The report reiterates the wish of the European Parliament for the creation of a 
Transatlantic Political Council (TPC), as a body for systematic, high-level consultation and 
coordination on foreign and security policy between the EU and the US. In addition, the 
importance of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue (TLD) as a forum for parliamentary 
dialogue is highlighted.

Other issues of bilateral interest mentioned in the report are the necessary cooperation 
in the fight against terrorism and organised crime, EU-US cooperation on cyber-security, the 
need to promptly conclude the Data Protection Exchange Agreement negotiations and the 
Visa Waiver Programme.

Both partners face the important challenge of overcoming the current deep economic 
crisis and the creation of jobs and growth. In this regard, the report welcomes the recent 
decision of launching negotiations on a trade and investment partnership agreement and 
recalls that the EP had already expressed its favourable position towards this negotiation in its 
Resolution of 23rd October 2012. 

Moreover, in a new complex, interdependent and increasingly multipolar world, the 
partners should still play key roles in the world's politics and economy, and share 
responsibility for promoting peace, human rights and for tackling global challenges, trying 
also to engage new key players. An efficient response to these goals requires greater 
cooperation of the two partners, especially during a time of budgetary restraints.

The Arab Spring and the Middle East, the Iranian nuclear program, Afghanistan, the 
Eastern neighbourhood of the EU, Russia and the rise of China are some of the regional issues 
on which both partners should coordinate as closely as possible.

To be considered a coherent and efficient international player as foreseen by the 
Lisbon Treaty, the EU and its member states must enhance their common foreign and security 
policy. They must also strengthen the CSDP, given the different crises in the EU's 
surrounding regions, which require a comprehensive response, and given the US's so-called 
"leading from behind" doctrine and its military re-balancing towards the Pacific. 

2. On the other hand, the report notes that, in parallel to the shift of global attention to 
the Asia Pacific region, due to its increasingly economic and political relevance, think-tanks, 
governments, the EP in some recent reports and international organisations have lately been 
highlighting the importance of the Atlantic Basin as a whole, including its southern 
dimension, suggesting a close cooperation between the countries which compose it. The fact 
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that other emerging powers such as China are gaining presence in the Atlantic area is also 
noted. 

The report calls on both partners to study in which fields and with which frameworks 
an extended cooperation with other Atlantic Basin countries could be useful, and to explore 
with them this possible Atlantic multilateral cooperation. 

Within the Atlantic Basin, Latin America stands out as a region that shares with the 
EU and the US many values and interests, history and increasing economic ties. Moreover, 
Brazil and Mexico are considered strategic partners by the EU, and they also have strong 
relations with the US. 

There are different fields in which a sort of triangular cooperation of the partners with 
this region could add value, such as climate change, Millennium Development Goals, 
security, economic issues, global governance, the UN reform program or energy. These fields 
are global challenges, particularly relevant for the Atlantic area. Given the large number of 
economic agreements with many American countries currently in force or being negotiated, 
the coming EU-US partnership agreement allows to contemplate in the future a wide
economic space in the Atlantic Basin.

Although Latin America and the Caribbean is large and politically heterogeneous, it 
already has regional -CELAC- and sub-regional institutional structures -UNASUR, 
MERCOSUR, the Andean Community, SICA, CARICOM, the Pacific Alliance...-. The 
partners should study which of these could be useful for these triangular dialogues. 
Furthermore, the existence of some multilateral frameworks with a strong triangular feature 
such as the Central America Security Initiative is also noted.

Likewise, the EU and the US have their own summits with Latin American countries 
in a regional framework, such as the EU-CELAC summit and the Summit of the Americas. 
Both partners should analyse the convenience of assuring regular exchanges of views between 
them regarding their respective summits. 

Besides Latin America, the possibility of a broader transatlantic cooperation that 
includes the African rim of the Atlantic Basin should also be studied by the partners. They are 
countries linked to Europe with challenges and opportunities that are common to the whole 
Atlantic area and which should be faced in a spirit of shared responsibility.

Thus, over the last few years, drug-trafficking routes running from Latin America to 
Europe have diversified and West Africa has become a major hub, greatly affecting Guinea-
Bissau, Nigeria and Ghana. Some multilateral projects have already been implemented.
Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea is increasingly threatening shipping routes in the Atlantic. The 
most devastating effects of climate change and global warming affect African and Latin 
American countries. The Millennium Development Goals, global governance, energy, 
institution-building and the rule of law are some other examples that show the possibility of a 
broader cooperation that includes the African rim of the Atlantic Basin. 

When studying possible frameworks in which this extended cooperation to the whole 
Atlantic Basin should be carried out, the importance of African regional and sub-regional 
organisations, such as the African Union and ECOWAS should be taken into account. These 
organisations already play an important role in conflict areas such as Mali.  
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