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Senator Chris Murphy (Democrat, Connecticut)

Senator Chris Murphy was elected in November 2012 and is the youngest 
member of the US Senate. He served as a member of the US Congress from 
2007 to 2013 and, prior to that, as a member of the Connecticut General 
Assembly. He began his career working in real estate and banking law. 
Murphy currently serves on the Committee on Foreign Relations; the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions; and the Joint Economic 
Committee. He is Chairman of the Subcommittee on European Affairs, part of 

the Foreign Relations Committee. He is a strong supporter of healthcare reform and has 
called for the closure of Guantanamo Bay detention centre. 

In 2011, Murphy voted in favour of extending the provisions of the Patriot Act, including 
Section 215 which has been at the centre of the NSA spying scandal. More recently, he has 
acknowledged the legitimacy of European concerns about US surveillance, conceding that 
surveillance programmes have not always been conducted with appropriate restraint.

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (Republican, Florida)

Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart was elected in 2002 and is currently serving 
his sixth term in the US House of Representatives. Before this, he worked for 
fourteen years in the Florida State Legislature. He currently serves on the 
House Committee on Appropriations, sitting on three subcommittees: 
Financial Services and General Government, in which he is the Vice-Chair; 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Agencies; and Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies.

Diaz-Balart has been particularly active in promoting lower taxes. He has also worked hard to 
improve public safety and transportation and is a strong supporter of the US embargo on 
Cuba. Diaz-Balart is the current co-chair of the TLD.

Congressman Gregory W. Meeks (Democrat, New York)

Congressman Gregory Meeks has served in the US House of Representatives 
for fifteen years. He began his career working for the City of New York and 
was elected to the New York State Assembly in 1992. He currently serves on 
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. Here, he is a member of the 
Subcommittees on Europe, Eurasia and Emerging Threats, in which he 
formerly served as Ranking Member; and on the Western Hemisphere. He also 
serves on the House Committee on Financial Services, where he is the Ranking 

Member of the Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit and former 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on International Monetary Policy and Trade. He is Co-Chair 
of the New Dem Task Force on Trade, which supports the current TTIP negotiations.

Meeks states among his priorities the promotion of policies aimed at strengthening US 
economic and national security and the building of relationships with other nations. He is also 
a strong supporter of diplomacy. 


