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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on the application of Croatia to become a Member of the European Union
(2011/2191(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the draft Treaty concerning the Accession of the Republic of Croatia to 
the European Union, the Protocol and the Final Act,

– having regard to the application for accession to the European Union submitted by the 
Republic of Croatia on 21 February 2003,

– having regard to the Commission’s opinion of 20 April 2004 on the application by the 
Republic of Croatia to become a member of the European Union,

– having regard to the decision by the Council on 3 October 2005 to open accession 
negotiations with the Republic of Croatia,

– having regard to the Commission’s regular reports on Croatia’s progress towards 
accession covering the period 2005-2011,

– having regard to the conclusions of the European Council of 23 and 24 June 2011,

– having regard to all its previous resolutions and reports on Croatia’s progress and the 
enlargement process,

– having regard to Rule 48 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A7-0000/2011),

A. whereas twenty years after the declaration of its independence and some eight years
following the application for EU membership, Croatia marked a historic milestone in the 
process of its reintegration into Europe by successfully closing accession negotiations 
with the EU; whereas Croatia’s achievements deserve unqualified recognition;

B. whereas the accession process has significantly contributed to Croatia’s transformation 
into a solid and mature democracy based on European values; whereas the prospect of 
accession acts as a powerful catalyst for reform by mobilising the various actors in 
political, economic, social and cultural life; whereas reform efforts also need to be 
sustained beyond the completion of the negotiations and accession in order for the country 
and its citizens to fully benefit from EU membership;

C. whereas Croatian membership will make the EU stronger, enrich its European culture and 
heritage and make an important contribution to maintaining the credibility of the 
enlargement process;

D. whereas lessons from past enlargements show that each country should be judged on its 
own merits, that the pace of accession negotiations should be dictated by effective 
compliance with the Copenhagen criteria and that the degree of compliance with such 
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criteria should also determine the final date of accession;

E. whereas continued reforms in the field of, inter alia, the judiciary and fundamental rights 
and the fight against corruption remain essential to the strengthening of the rule of law for 
the benefit of all Croatian citizens;

F. whereas a true reconciliation between the different peoples and the establishment of good-
neighbourly relations can substantially contribute to a genuine European integration 
process; whereas prosecutions for war crimes and the reintegration of refugees and 
displaced persons are fundamental elements of the reconciliation process;

G. whereas Croatia’s successful accession would have wider regional implications and give 
positive impetus to the process of European integration in the Western Balkan region; 
whereas the prospect of EU membership is a powerful incentive for candidate and 
potential candidate countries in the region on the path to European integration to pursue 
the necessary political, economic and legislative reforms and the strengthening of peace, 
stability and reconciliation based on good-neighbourly relations; whereas the EU should 
reinforce the European perspective for Croatia's neighbouring countries;

1. Welcomes the conclusion of the accession negotiations with Croatia, bringing to an end 
almost six years of negotiations and several years of preparations that have significantly 
altered the country’s socio-political, economic and cultural landscape; stresses the need to 
keep up the reform momentum and considers that this process is not complete but should 
continue with the same vigour and hard work after the conclusion of negotiations and 
beyond accession;

2. Strongly believes that the conclusion of the accession negotiations is proof of the 
credibility of the EU’s enlargement process; underlines that the progress on the road to 
membership reflects the fact that accession prospects continue to promote political and 
economic reforms and that European integration serves as a means of reconciling 
countries;

3. Calls on the Commission to monitor further preparations for accession with rigour and 
objectivity and to help the Croatian authorities fulfil their commitments and obligations 
entered into in the negotiations; is of the view that the pre-accession monitoring 
mechanism is a way to provide Croatia with additional support in its continued reform 
efforts;

4. Underlines the need to focus in particular on commitments undertaken in the area of the 
judiciary, fundamental rights, freedom and security, including the continued 
implementation of judicial reform and efficiency, impartial handling of war crimes cases, 
the fight against corruption, border management, police cooperation, the fight against 
organised crime, judicial cooperation in civil and criminal matters, as well as on 
commitments in the area of competition policy with a view to the restructuring of the 
shipbuilding and steel industries;

5. Considers it important to continue to follow the process closely and calls on the 
Commission to keep it regularly informed of the extent to which the Croatian authorities 
honour the commitments given in the Treaty of Accession in order to fully assume their 
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membership obligations upon accession on 1 July 2013;

6. Encourages Croatia to continue to implement judiciary reforms because an efficient 
judicial system is an important element for economic development and strengthens 
citizens’ confidence in the rule of law;

7. Considers it one of the highest priorities to combat corruption, particularly high-level 
corruption, corruption at every level of the judiciary, law-enforcement agencies and the 
public administration, as well as large-scale corruption, which must be pursued with 
determination at all levels, by rigorous enforcement of the law and successful 
prosecutions; calls on the Croatian authorities to further strengthen the administrative 
capacities of anti-corruption bodies and foster a culture of political accountability;

8. Urges the Croatian Government to continue actively to encourage and support 
prosecutions for war crimes and to continue cooperating with the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY);

9. Invites the Government to further encourage the return of refugees by seeking effective 
and sustainable ways of implementing housing, employment and social measures in a 
manner coherent with other social and employment programmes;

10. Encourages the Croatian authorities to continue their efforts to combat discrimination and 
to enforce the anti-discrimination legislation as well as to address resolutely cases of hate 
crimes, racial threats and intolerance against sexual minorities; further invites Croatia to 
continue to act in the spirit of tolerance and take appropriate measures to protect those 
who may still be subject to threats or acts of intimidation;

11. As the Croatian economy is still vulnerable and exposed to risks, calls on Croatia’s 
Government to address the structural weaknesses of the economy, to stimulate 
employment by reviving the labour market, which is rigid, and to pursue fiscal 
consolidation in order to boost competitiveness, to enable Croatia to catch up with EU 
Member States and to fully benefit from EU accession; 

12. Considering that weaknesses remain in the administrative capacities of relevant Croatian 
institutions, encourages the Croatian authorities to further reinforce the administrative 
structures and institutional capacities necessary for the proper implementation of the 
acquis, so that the country may maximise the benefits of EU membership after accession;

13. Invites Croatia to consistently advocate EU enlargement and the promotion of European 
values of peace, prosperity, freedom, the rule of law, democracy and the social market 
economy in the region; encourages Croatia to continue to maintain good-neighbourly 
relations, to remain an important and proactive promoter of regional cooperation on all 
levels and to maintain its commitment to translate reconciliation efforts into practical 
steps of economic benefit to all citizens of the region;

14. Calls for progress in the resolution of outstanding bilateral issues with some neighbouring 
countries, in particular as regards border demarcation, missing persons, property 
restitution and refugees, and strongly believes that open issues of a bilateral nature must 
not halt the process of EU accession of candidate and potential candidate countries in the 
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Western Balkans;

15. Considering that the success of accession depends to a large extent on the support and 
commitment of citizens, encourages the Croatian authorities and civil society to conduct, 
with the help of the Commission, a wide-ranging and objective information campaign on 
the obligations, consequences and advantages arising from EU accession so that the 
Croatian people will be fully aware of their choice in the referendum and that they see the 
European project as theirs as well; 

16. Supports the signing of the Treaty of Accession and looks forward to welcoming 
parliamentary observers from Croatia;

°
°   °

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Republic of Croatia.


