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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on EU-China relations
(2012/2137(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the establishment of diplomatic relations between the EU and China in 
May 1975,

– having regard to the main legal framework for relations with China, namely the EC-China 
Trade and Economic Cooperation Agreement1, signed in May 1985, which covers 
economic and trade relations and the EU-China cooperation programme,

– having regard to the negotiations on a new Partnership and Cooperation Agreement that 
have been ongoing since 2007,

– having regard to the EU-China Strategic Partnership launched in 2003,

– having regard to the structured EU-China political dialogue formally established in 1994 
and the High-Level Strategic Dialogue on strategic and foreign policy issues established 
in 2010,

– having regard to the Commission’s communication to the Council and the European 
Parliament entitled ‘EU - China: Closer partners, growing responsibilities’ 
(COM(2006)0632) of 24 October 2006,

– having regard to the Commission’s policy paper entitled ‘A maturing partnership: shared 
interests and challenges in EU-China relations’ (COM(2003)0533), endorsed by the 
European Council on 13 October 2003,

– having regard to the Council conclusions entitled ‘EU-China Strategic Partnership’ of the 
General Affairs and External Relations Council of 11-12 December 2006,

– having regard to the Commission Strategy Paper for China 2007-2013, the Multiannual 
Indicative Programme 2011-2013, and the 2010 mid-term review of the Strategy Paper 
and review of the Multiannual Indicative Programme 2011-2013,

– having regard to the first ever policy paper by China on the EU, issued on 13 October 
2003,

– having regard to the EU-China dialogue on human rights, launched in 1995, and the latest 
two rounds of the dialogue, the 30th round held in Beijing on 16 June 2011 and the 31st 
round held in Brussels on 29 May 2012,

– having regard to the almost 60 sectoral dialogues ongoing between China and the Union 
concerning, inter alia, environment, regional policy, employment and social affairs, and 
civil society,

                                               
1 OJ L 250, 19.9.1985, p.2.
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– having regard to the scientific and technological cooperation agreement between the EC 
and China signed in December 1998, which entered into force in 20001 and was renewed 
in 2004 and 2009, the Science and Technology Partnership Agreement signed on 20 May 
2009, and the EC-China Joint statement on energy cooperation of 8 December 2010,

– having regard to the agreement with China on cooperation in the EU’s Galileo satellite 
navigation programme, signed on 30 October 2003,

– having regard to the 14th EU-China Summit, which took place in Beijing in February 
2012, and to the Joint Statement issued at the conclusion thereof, 

– having regard to the EU-China Partnership on Climate Change agreed and the Joint 
Declaration on Climate Change issued at 8th EU-China Summit in September 2005,

– having regard to the EU-China Joint Declaration on Energy Security made in Brussels on 
3 May 2012, and the 5th meeting of the Energy Dialogue between the EC and China in 
November 2011,

– having regard to the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China scheduled 
for the autumn of 2012 and the leadership changes in the Politburo Standing Committee 
due to be decided at the congress,

– having regard to its most recent Interparliamentary Meeting with China, which took place 
in Brussels on 11-12 July 2012,

– having regard to its recent resolutions on China, in particular its resolution of 23 May 
2012 entitled ‘EU and China: unbalanced trade?’2, of 2 February 2012 on EU foreign 
policy towards the BRICs and other emerging powers: objectives and strategies3, and of 
11 May 2011 on the annual report from the Council to the European Parliament on the 
main aspects and basic choices of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) in 
2009, presented to the European Parliament in application of Part II, Section G, paragraph 
43 of the Interinstitutional Agreement of 17 May 20064, 

– having regard to its resolution of 7 September 2006 on EU-China relations5,

– having regard to human rights resolutions of 21 January 2010 on human rights violations 
in China, notably the case of Liu Xiaobo6, of 10 March 2011 on the situation and cultural 
heritage in Kashgar (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, China)7, of 7 April 2011 on 
the case of Ai Weiwei8, of 5 July 2012 on the forced abortion scandal in China9, of 

                                               
1 OJ L 6, 11.1.2000, p. 40.
2 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2012)0218.
3 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2012)0017.
4 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2011)0227.
5 OJ C 305 E, 14.12.2006, p. 219.
6 OJ C 305 E, 11.11.2010, p. 9.
7 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2011)0100.
8 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2011)0157.
9 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2012)0301.
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26 November 2009 on China: minority rights and application of the death penalty1, of 16 
December 2010 on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2009 and the 
European Union’s policy on the matter2,

– having regard to the EU arms embargo introduced after the Tiananmen crackdown of June 
1989, as supported by the European Parliament in its resolution of 2 February 2006 on the 
main aspects and basic choices of Common Foreign and Security Policy3,

– having regard to its resolution of 7 July 2005 on relations between the EU, China and 
Taiwan and security in the Far East4,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Tibet and the human rights situation in China, 
in particular its resolutions of 25 November 2010 on Tibet: plans to make Chinese the 
main language of instruction5, of 27 October 2011 on Tibet, in particular self-immolation 
by nuns and monks6 and of 14 June 2012 on Tibet: the human rights situation7,

– having regard to Rule 48 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A7-0000/2012),

A. whereas the EU-China strategic partnership is of great importance for relations between 
the EU and China, and this relationship is paramount for finding answers to global 
concerns, such as global security, nuclear non-proliferation and climate change;

B. whereas China is undergoing a process of socio-economic transition from an extensive 
model of economic growth to a model aiming at regional and social equity and – above all 
– at maintaining stability;

C. whereas the ruling Communist Party of China (CCP) is preparing for a major political 
leadership succession at its 18th Congress in the autumn of 2012;

D. whereas in 2007 President Hu Jintao had already instructed the highest level of the 
judiciary that judges should be guided by three ‘supremacies’: the party, the people and 
the law, in this order, and whereas in due course the Chinese Ministry of Justice decreed 
in March 2012 that all lawyers should swear an oath of allegiance to the CCP in order to 
obtain or renew their licence;

E. whereas the shocking news of mid-June 2012 regarding the extremely cruel forced 
abortion of the unborn daughter of the seven-month-pregnant Feng Jianmei fuelled the 
debate on the abolition of the official one-child policy;

F. whereas the EU adheres to the One China Policy in the Cross Straits Relations between 
                                               
1 OJ C 285 E, 21.10.2010, p. 80..
2 OJ C 169 E, 15.6.2012, p. 81.
3 OJ C 288 E, 2.11.2006, p. 59.
4 OJ C 157 E, 6.7.2006, p. 471.
5 OJ C 99 E, 3.4.2012, p. 118.
6 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2011)0474.
7 Texts Adopted, P7_TA(2012)0257.



PE494.557v02-00 6/9 PR\913036EN.doc

EN

the PRC and Taiwan;

G. whereas China emphasises social human rights (e.g., food, clothes, economic 
development), while the EU stresses individual human rights (e.g., freedom of speech, 
religion, association);

H. whereas China is a country that is passionate about the internet, with more than 500 
million users;

I. whereas the vast autonomous provinces of Tibet and Xinjiang are vital for the PRC from 
the viewpoint of ‘unity of the country’ and because of their great strategic, military and 
economic importance;

J. whereas the Chinese state recognises five religions, namely Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, 
and Christianity (both Catholicism and Protestantism); whereas all have centralised 
governing bodies with headquarters in Beijing and are staffed by officials loyal to the 
CCP; whereas the CCP appoints top religious leaders and bans non-approved sects like 
Falun Gong;

K. whereas the 21st century sees the impressive return of China on the world scene as a 
superpower, on account of its ongoing rapidly growing economic and military power;

L. whereas the positive role of the PRC in South-East Asia in terms of economic 
regionalisation and dynamics is becoming increasingly overshadowed by territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea with Vietnam (Paracel/Xisha islands) and Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, the Philippines and Taiwan (Spratly/Nansha islands) – all 
areas rich in fish, as well as in oil and gas reserves;

M. whereas China maintains close relations with North Korea, graphically described by Mao 
Zedong as being ‘as close as lips and teeth’;

N. whereas the relations between China and the USA are the world’s most important bilateral 
ties, in particular owing to the phenomenon of ‘Chinamerica’, or the strong financial-
economic entanglement of Beijing and Washington;

O. whereas nowhere in the world is China’s explosive growth more visible than in Africa, as 
illustrated by the impressive rise of China’s mutual trade volume by 80 % to USD 166.3 
billion between 2009 and 2011, according to Chinese statistics;

EU-China Strategic Partnership and Cooperation

1. Joins with the public commitment made by the EU and China during their High-Level 
Strategic Dialogue of 9-10 July 2012 in Beijing to set a good example of international 
cooperation in the 21st century through their Strategic Partnership; supports and 
encourages the almost sixty sectoral dialogues between the EU and China with the 
conviction that an enhanced and highly developed partnership will be mutually beneficial 
to both the EU and China;
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Internal situation

2. Welcomes the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015), approved by the National People’s 
Congress in March 2012, which strongly intends to tackle the negative side effects of an 
unparalleled period of sustained high economic growth, such as acute environmental 
threats, regional imbalances, rising income inequality and continuing collective protests 
centred on social, economic and legal grievances; asserts that European capabilities and 
experiences can be of great value in sustaining and fostering innovation in China’s 
economy;

3. Acknowledges the popular legitimacy of the CCP, especially in view of its successful 
economic policy, but shares the criticism of independent Chinese scholars and observers 
that this legitimacy is seriously threatened by a ‘red aristocracy’ of close family members 
of former and present party leaders who possess enormous fortunes owing to their 
political and economic connections, a grave situation which was recently laid bare by the 
Bo Xilai affair; 

4. Looks forward to the speedy implementation of the repeated calls for democratisation and 
political reforms inside the CCP by means of an open-minded new party leadership; 
believes that only effective political reforms will curb the semi-independence of 
high-handed provincial, district and local party bosses, who badly damage the reputation 
of China’s national leadership both internally and externally with their abuses of power, 
with particular reference to the very costly and endemic cases of corruption;

5. Shares the vehement rejection by Chinese lawyers of a compulsory oath of allegiance to 
the CCP on the grounds that it is an attack on the legal system, because any lawyer should 
swear to the Constitution and not to a political party or organisation; 

6. Underlines that although forced abortions are strictly illegal in China, family-planning 
officials repeatedly coerce women into abortions or sterilisation; condemns the so-called 
‘social maintenance fee’, an often exorbitant fine that parents have to pay in the event of 
extra births, as was the case in the tragedy of Feng Jianmei; wholeheartedly supports 
Chinese voices that call for an end of the one-child policy;

7. Welcomes the increasing contacts between the PRC and Taiwan; notes China’s strong 
wish for reunification with Taiwan; stresses that this political aim is still seriously 
undermined by Chinese missiles aimed at Taiwan and China’s international isolation of 
Taiwan; expects that China, Taiwan and the EU will respect the free choice of Taiwanese 
citizens on the international status of their country;

Human rights

8. Admires the courage and the social responsibility of numerous Chinese citizens for 
defending precious social rights in their country, but denounces the tragic state of affairs 
whereby several of them are being officially persecuted and punished for their efforts to 
correct well-known social dangers/criminal acts such as corruption, abuse of office, 
environmental damage, AIDS infection, food poisoning, construction fraud concerning 
schools, illegal land and property expropriation, often committed by local party 
authorities; urges the Chinese leadership to encourage civil responsibility for observing 
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social human rights and to rehabilitate officially persecuted and punished defenders of 
these rights; also expects a responsible Chinese leadership to comply strictly with 
individual human rights;

9. Notes that the Chinese Government is tightening its surveillance of the internet by way of 
a new law that forbids betrayal of state secrets, harming of national pride, endangering the 
ethnic unity of the country or making calls for ‘illegal protests’ or ‘mass meetings’; 
criticises the fact that these prohibitions are rather obscurely formulated and thus clear the 
way for unbridled censorship;

10. Recognises the enormous efforts made by the Chinese Government to develop Tibet and 
Xinjiang economically; urges the Chinese Government to act in a politically responsible 
way by respecting and protecting Tibetan and Uighur traditional cultures and lifestyles; 
believes that Beijing cannot win the hearts and minds of the Tibetan and Uighur peoples 
by way of millions of surveillance cameras or repressive police methods;

11. Stresses that, notwithstanding a harsh policy of repression, a religious revival is taking 
place in China which is demonstrated by the reopening or reconstruction of countless 
places of worship; urges the Chinese authorities to replace their ineffective policy of 
controlling religion with one offering real freedom of religion;

12. Wishes to see the flourishing Protestant house churches and underground Catholic 
churches granted official recognition by the Chinese State as well; strongly condemns all 
attempts by the authorities to deprive these non-registered churches of their fundamental 
right of freedom of religion;

External situation

13. Urges the PRC to use its regained global position in a responsible way by acting according 
to its own criteria of ‘peaceful development’ and ‘a harmonious world’;

14.  Asks China to dispel growing international concerns about its non-transparent military 
budget, which officially increased by 11.2 % in 2012 to EUR 80.6 billion;

15. Underlines the global importance of the South China Sea, through which one-third of the 
world’s trade passes, and therefore urgently appeals to all involved parties to settle their 
conflicting territorial claims in the South China Sea by international arbitration and to 
refrain from unilateral political and military actions;

16. Notes that the survival of the North Korean regime depends essentially on China; looks 
forward to China continuing to take responsibility for stability on the Korean Peninsula, a
swift resumption of the six-party talks on the North Korean nuclear threat, and, above all, 
to a drastic improvement in the day-to-day living conditions of North Korean citizens 
brought about through Chinese incentives;

17. Observes that the new American strategy of ‘rebalance’ or ‘pivot’ towards Asia is 
perceived as a threat by the Chinese leadership; encourages China and the USA to avoid 
tensions and an arms race in the Pacific; urges China to honour America’s vital interest in 
ensuring freedom of circulation on the seas;
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18. Appreciates the Chinese leadership’s acknowledgement of the serious criticism of its 
imbalanced, raw-material-centred African policy during the Forum of Chinese-African 
Cooperation (FOCAC), held on 20 July 2012 in Beijing, which is shown by its current 
open promotion of a diversification of its activities on the continent; points to the obvious 
ethical and strategic flaws of China’s non-intervention principle in Africa’s domestic 
policies in cases of popular resistance against repressive regimes (e.g., Sudan), or in cases 
of regime change (e.g., Libya); notes that the increasing Chinese presence in Africa has 
led to grave social tensions, but welcomes the fact that Chinese companies have expressed 
their willingness to place greater emphasis on social responsibility in their African 
activities;

19. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the EEAS, the 
Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member States and the accession 
and candidate countries, the Government of the People’s Republic of China, the Chinese 
National People’s Congress, the Taiwanese Government and the Taiwanese Legislative 
Yuan.


