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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Underlines that the Office of the Body of European Regulators for Electronic 
Communication (BEREC) is the smallest EU agency, with an EU budget contribution of 
only EUR 3 768 696 and 16 authorised posts under the EU budget in 2013, primarily 
providing administrative support for the BEREC structure, which is composed of national 
regulatory authorities;

2. Reiterates that the choice of the seat of EU agencies is too often made by the Council on 
the basis of accommodating the interests of certain Member States, rather than being 
based on objective and financial criteria and practical aspects of working capacity;

3. Recalls that peripheral seat arrangements have negative side effects, such as difficulty of 
access to the location, rarely adequate education facilities for the children of staff 
members, insufficient access to the labour market, social security and medical care both 
for the children and for the spouses of staff members, as well as high mission costs, 
thereby creating difficulties in attracting qualified personnel; 

4. Recalls, furthermore, that small agencies located in cities where no other EU institutions 
or bodies are located face additional problems with regard to sound budgetary 
management, as they lack partners with which to share administrative resources or 
undertake other forms of cooperation, thereby resulting in an incapacity to create 
synergies;

5. Recalls the opinion of the Committee on Budgets of 29 May 2008 on the proposal for a 
regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the European 
Electronic Communications Market Authority (COM(2007)0699 – C6-0428/2007 –
2007/0249(COD)) by which the establishment of a new agency was rejected;

6. Suggests using the evaluation process to reconsider both the choice of the seat as well as 
the decision to set up an agency to fulfil primarily the function of a secretariat for 
BEREC; considers it worthwhile, therefore, to discuss the option of either setting up a 
BEREC secretariat within the Commission’s Directorate-General for Communications 
Networks, Content and Technology, thereby avoiding the overhead linked to the structure 
of an independent agency and creating savings for the Union budget or transforming 
BEREC into a body with actual comprehensive competences, independent of the 
European institutions and the Member States.
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