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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that, while 27% of the projects were selected in terms of financial volume, the 
rate of payments was far lower at the time of the report (some 13%) and still stood at 
about 22% at the end of 2010, i.e. approximately 60% of the level of the 2000-2006 
financial period after four years of implementation;

2. Recalls that, from a budgetary point of view, less than one sixth of the payments only had 
been made as at 1 July 2010, the midway point of the 2007-2013 programming period;

3. Welcomes the acceleration in absorption capacities and budgetary implementation of 
Cohesion Policy (increases of 79% and 62% in the overall implementation of the 2007-
2013 financial envelopes during 2010 for, respectively, the ERDF/ECF and the ESF), 
which stems, inter alia, from recent legislative changes and from operational programmes 
finally reaching cruising speed, the last Management and Control Systems having finally 
been approved by the Commission; stresses that this acceleration was reflected in the 2010 
global transfer, which provided Cohesion Policy with an additional EUR 1 billion in 
payments for 2010;

4. Stresses, nevertheless, that the implementation rates are far from homogeneous across 
Member States, fields of intervention and Funds; recalls that in late 2010, the maximum 
difference in payment rates between Member States was 247% for the ERDF and the ECF 
considered together and 303% for the ESF;

5. Stresses that the difficulties observed in utilising the appropriations in part reflect the 
problem of dovetailing certain Lisbon Strategy criteria, in particular with regard to 
innovation, with the efforts to respond to them in the regions, especially those which are 
lagging behind, at a time of economic and financial crisis;

6. Requests, therefore, that specific attention be granted to the further promotion of mutual 
learning, exchange of best practices and reinforcement of administrative capacities in 
certain Member States, and calls for further reflection on how to streamline the various 
sets of rules and control arrangements applicable.
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