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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, to 
include the following in its motion for a resolution:

1. Deplores the fact that the Commission Communications on FP7 and the Risk-Sharing 
Finance Facility were adopted too late, leaving hardly any time for adjustments;

2. Stresses that the interim evaluation highlights shortcomings, asks the Commission to 
thoroughly address those and to correspondingly speed up implementation of FP7;

3. Stresses that the design and implementation of the current FP7 and future Framework 
Programmes must be based on the principles of simplicity, stability, legal certainty, 
consistency, excellence and trust;

4. While fully respecting the rights of the budgetary and discharge authorities, welcomes the 
RSFF and other innovative financial instruments which strengthen the leverage of the EU 
budget; emphasises the need for working delivery mechanisms for these; asks the 
Commission to improve access for primary target groups such as SMEs and higher
education institutions;

5. Calls on the Commission to explore ways of strengthening links between research 
institutions and industry as a way of creating jobs and increasing productivity by 
harnessing the full potential of R&D funding;

6. Is convinced that simplification should be one of the highest priorities following the mid-
term review of FP7; highlights the need to simplify administrative procedures to promote 
participation by and increase the number of applications from smaller organisations and 
SMEs;

7. Stresses the need for further efforts in the field of research infrastructure, benefitting also 
SMEs and industry;

8. Stresses that a risk-averse culture of EU research funding would prevent financing of 
high-risk research ideas with the highest potential for breakthroughs, and therefore 
suggests that a trust-based approach with higher tolerance for risk and failure should be
taken, as opposed to a purely results-based approach which could hamper innovative 
research;

9. Welcomes the simplifications concerning the acceptability of personnel costs and asks the 
Commission to explore further simplification measures, also with reference to 
contributions in kind by applicants; reaffirms its commitment to further simplifying the 
rules applicable to the implementation of the EU budget and to research spending in 
particular; calls on the Commission to further simplify the application process, including 
by providing researchers with assistance in finding project partners; asks the Commission 
to put the issues of exchanges and cooperation between the various programmes and 
Member State programmes and transparency at the top of its agenda;
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10. Recommends a simplified interpretation and further clarification of the definition of 
eligible costs; calls for more precise, consistent and transparent procedural rules for 
audits;

11. Asks the Commission rapidly to resolve prior situations arising from inspections in 
progress, acting with tact and in a manner consistent with the principles of sound financial 
management;

12. Urges the Commission to further align FP7 with the Europe 2020 targets, while 
maintaining the overall level of funding for FP7;

13. Reiterates that all improvements to FP7 should be made with the next Framework 
Programme in mind.
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