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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the Europe 2020 Strategy has been conceived as the main instrument for 
driving the European economies out of the economic crisis and that regional and cohesion 
policies are recognised as central instruments for the achievement of its targets, due to 
their budgetary dimension and multi-level governance approach; considers therefore that 
the outermost regions, as an integral part of the Union, should be instrumental in 
delivering goals and objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy and should, therefore, be 
allocated the necessary financial means to take due account of their remoteness, insularity, 
small size, difficult topography, climate and economic dependence on a few products, as 
stipulated in Article 349 of the TFEU, enabling them to fully contribute to the new 
economic and budgetary strategy of the European Union for the period to 2020 for their 
own benefit and the benefit of the EU as a whole;

2. Regrets that in the Commission’s proposal for a multiannual financial framework for the 
period 2014-2020 cuts have been proposed to the entire spectrum of Cohesion Policy 
measures and objectives (-5.1% in constant 2011 prices1) and that the additional allocation 
for the outermost regions is also not spared; stresses that the total amount of cuts for 
outermost regions is impossible to determine as the special allocation of EUR 926 m in 
the next MFF covers not only the outermost regions but also the northern sparsely 
populated areas, as set out in Protocol 6 to the Treaty of Accession of Austria, Finland and 
Sweden; notes, nevertheless, that the additional allocation, covering both outermost 
regions and northern sparsely populated areas for 2014-2020 (EUR 926 million) 
represents approximately 50% of the amount allocated in the period 2007-2013 (EUR 
1 738 million);

3. Recalls that the outermost regions should benefit from specific measures and additional 
funding to offset the handicaps resulting from the factors referred to in Article 349 of the 
Treaty; considers that capping co-financing rates at 85 % for outermost regions is a 
positive step in this direction and calls on the Commission to determine other ways of 
assisting these regions, especially if the funding allocated to them is reduced for the next 
programming period;

4. Emphasises the need, in accordance with the conclusions of the Fifth Report on 
Economic, Social and Territorial Cohesion, to increase the flexibility of Cohesion Policy 
instruments, in such a way so as to allow investments capable of ensuring a level of 
growth and development in line with EU 2020 Strategy objectives, even when there are 
particular geographic and demographic conditions;

5. Emphasises the need to facilitate synergy between Cohesion Policy funds and the 
Framework Programme for Research and Development in order to increase the 
development of the outermost regions and curb the under-utilisation of research funds;

                                               
1 All figures used in this opinion are based on the calculations provided by DG REGIO, Development, 
Coordination and Communication of Cohesion Policy Directorate, of the European Commission.
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6. Regrets that cuts in other cohesion areas have been made – more precisely, the 
Commission proposes an overall cut to economic, social and territorial cohesion financing 
of 5.1% in constant 2011 prices for the next programming period, of which a cut of 20.2%
in the financing for convergence regions (excluding transition regions), a 5.6% drop in the 
financing for competitiveness regions and a 2.9% decrease in the Cohesion Fund 
allocations;

7. Welcomes the Commission’s plan to include a budget line for ‘Outermost regions and 
regions with a very low population density’ in MFF 2014-2020, as this will create a 
clearer link between the funds allocated for those regions and their objectives;

8. Draws attention to the need for the proposal for the future Multiannual Financial 
Framework to take account of the fact that some European territories will acquire 
‘outermost region’ status in the 2014-2020 period; calls on the Commission to adapt its 
budgetary projections accordingly.



AD\895098EN.doc 5/5 PE478.542v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 8.3.2012

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

18
4
6

Members present for the final vote Marta Andreasen, Francesca Balzani, Jean-Luc Dehaene, Isabelle 
Durant, Göran Färm, José Manuel Fernandes, Eider Gardiazábal Rubial, 
Jens Geier, Ivars Godmanis, Ingeborg Gräßle, Carl Haglund, Jutta 
Haug, Monika Hohlmeier, Sidonia Elżbieta Jędrzejewska, Anne E. 
Jensen, Jan Kozłowski, Alain Lamassoure, Giovanni La Via, George 
Lyon, Barbara Matera, Claudio Morganti, Dominique Riquet, László 
Surján, Helga Trüpel, Derek Vaughan, Jacek Włosowicz

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Frédéric Daerden, Jan Mulder


