
Mr Alain Lamassoure,
Chairman of the Committee on Budgets

Subject: Purchase of a building located in SOFIA

Dear Mr Lamassoure,

The Bureau decision of 24 March 2010 on property needs and medium-term buildings'
policy of the European Parliament fixes the main parameters of property policy as 
follows:

 give preference to acquisition of buildings over renting ;
 anticipate payments of building costs on the basis of appropriation available in 

the budget to reduce the overall financial charge.

These parameters apply as well for Houses of Europe when an opportunity arises. As 
the present lease for the building rented in Sofia terminates in March 2011 and does 
not fulfil requirements, the European Parliament has taken this opportunity to initiate a 
property search, in cooperation with the European Commission.

Within this framework, a negotiated procedure was launched in order to receive offers 
for new premises. Among the three offers shortlisted and examined, at the outcome of 
this prospection the choice was set on a building located at 124, Rakovski Street
owned by Benchmark Ltd.

The agreed total purchase price is 9,000,000 EUR which comprises the building at a 
value of 8,200,000 EUR and fitting-out works of up to 800,000 EUR. 

The Commission agreed on the principle of a reimbursement of 60% of the price and 
will participate in maintenance and miscellaneous costs of 60%, in accordance with
the Bureau decision of February 2008.

As regard the funding of this transaction, the proposal is to use the appropriations that 
were placed on the appropriate budget line by transfer C13/2010, authorised by the 
Committee on Budgets at its meeting of 8th December 2010. These appropriations 
have been subject of a non-automatic carryover in accordance with Article 9(2a)



Financial Regulation. The credits concerned need to be committed before end March 
in order to avoid cancellation.

In accordance with the Bureau decision of 22 November 2010 and Article 179(3) of 
the Financial Regulation, I would be grateful if you could communicate to me the 
opinion of the Committee on Budgets on this building project at your earliest 
convenience.

Jerzy Buzek

Annex: Questionnaire Buildings : Sofia, 11 February 2011, with annexes


