
AD\804156EN.doc PE431.014v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 – 2014

Committee on Culture and Education

2009/2229(INI)

23.2.2010

OPINION
of the Committee on Culture and Education

for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

on Internet governance: the next steps
(2009/2229(INI))

Rapporteur: Ivo Belet



PE431.014v02-00 2/5 AD\804156EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



AD\804156EN.doc 3/5 PE431.014v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Recognises that the Internet is essential for the practical exercise of freedom of 
expression, cultural diversity, media pluralism and democratic citizenship, as well as 
education and access to information, thus constituting one of the principal vectors for the 
dissemination of democratic values in the world;

2. Considers in this respect that any restriction imposed on the exercise of these 
fundamental rights should be in accordance with the European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

3. Underlines the necessity of keeping the Internet secure, free, reliable and multilingual and 
open to every citizen of the world;

4. Observes that transparent and responsible Internet management can play an important part 
in supervision of the way in which search engines handle information worldwide;

5. Underlines the need to protect and promote the European cultural heritage, including 
through the Internet;

6. Takes the view that the Internet plays a vital role in stimulating innovation and reducing 
the digital, social and cultural divide by comparison with other parts of the world;

7. Notes the improvements promised in the new affirmation of commitments by the United 
States Department of Commerce and the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
Numbers (ICANN); however there must be concern that it does not deliver a full 
multilateral governance structure;

8. Recalls nevertheless that the Internet as a global resource should not be tied to one 
national government and calls therefore for the emergence of a new global model of 
Internet governance, based on a more accountable and more transparent governance;

9. Stresses the importance of the Internet Governance Forum as a multilateral forum in 
which all stakeholders are represented, as already stated by the European Parliament in its 
resolution of 17 January 2008 on the second Internet Governance Forum, held in Rio de 
Janeiro from 12 to 15 November 20071;

10. Urges the European Commission to support initiatives for the organisation of an effective 
European Internet Governance Forum;

11. Calls for the start-up of transatlantic talks between the US and the EU administrations in 
order to further internationalise ICANN and to develop a model of governance 
guaranteeing free access to and the global security of the Internet, including the 
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protection of personal data and privacy;

12. Calls on the Commission to initiate consultations, inter alia between the Internet 
Governance Forum, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and ICANN, 
with a view to reaching agreement on preventing Internet attacks (a cyber arms race);

13. Stresses the importance of co-opting Asian actors in talks on Internet governance, taking 
account of the specific nature of the Asian market;

14. Stresses the need also to involve end consumers in the process of creating a model of 
governance, placing the emphasis on cooperation between universities and the business 
world at local, regional and national level;

15. Welcomes the ICANN decision to open up the domain name system to non-Latin 
characters;

16. Urges that action be taken to promote education on the use of the resources offered by the 
Internet and the selection of criteria on how to use those resources;

17. Underlines the importance of initiatives and actions for the protection of minors online 
such as the Safer Internet programme; further considers it important to ensure that parents 
and teachers have the knowledge necessary to help minors use networks safely;

18. Calls for more initiatives to strengthen the safe exploration of the Internet by children, to 
disseminate best practices world wide, and to reinforce international cooperation in the 
fight against harmful and illegal content online, particularly with regard to the sexual 
abuse of children on the Internet;

19. Welcomes the fact that the Commission understands the importance of ‘bridging the 
digital divide’ and understands the development issues involved in Internet governance; 
however, the focus must also be on many older citizens in both the developed and 
developing world who often feel left behind in this new online world; the Internet can be 
an effective tool of social inclusion and our older citizens must be included;

20. Calls for a new generic top-level domain for cultural organisations, outlets, media and 
artists, for example, ‘.culture’ or ‘.art’;

21. Encourages close cooperation in Internet-related issues between the EU and the Internet 
Governance Forum;

22. Stresses the need to find a suitable balance between protecting users' privacy and 
recording personal data.
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