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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

This regulation on guidelines for trans-European telecommunications networks forms part of 
the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. 

The regulation provides a framework for developing broadband networks in line with the 
targets set for the Digital Agenda for Europe flagship initiative and lays down relevant 
objectives and priorities for this purpose.

This flagship initiative sets some rightly ambitious targets for the EU in the field of digital 
infrastructures. The aim is to provide universal coverage at 30Mbps or to ensure that at least 
50% of European households are subscribing to speeds of above 100Mbps by 2020.

These plans, as set out in the section entitled 'Purpose of the proposal' will help to boost our 
economy and to improve the competitiveness of European businesses, which include a very 
large number of SMEs. 

Fast and ultra-fast broadband will give to our businesses and public administrations a tangible 
advantage over their counterparts in the new emerging global powers. If Europe is to go about 
meeting the challenges of becoming a leader in the application of cutting-edge technologies 
and to do so properly and systematically, then Member States must coordinate their efforts in 
the development of broadband networks.

However, in order to achieve real and meaningful results, it is essential to recognise the 
importance of culture as a vehicle for development in the EU.

Culture, starting with basic education and going right through to high-level scientific research, 
is the cornerstone of all development processes. Investment in this area must be in keeping 
with the Europe 2020 targets to ensure that the major advances expected in the field of 
research and innovation are mirrored by equivalent advances in European society as a whole. 
Any failure to take the role of culture seriously would be extremely damaging and would be a 
severe brake on progress within the EU.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) Telecommunications networks and 
services are increasingly becoming 
internet-based infrastructures, with 

(1) Telecommunications networks and 
services are increasingly becoming 
internet-based infrastructures, with 
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broadband networks and digital services 
closely interrelated. The internet is 
becoming the dominant platform for 
communication, services, and doing 
business. Therefore, the trans-European 
availability of fast Internet access and 
digital services in the public interest is 
essential for economic growth and the 
Single Market.

broadband networks and digital services 
closely interrelated. The internet is 
becoming the dominant platform for 
communication, services, education, 
cultural content and doing business. 
Therefore, the trans-European availability 
of fast Internet access at affordable prices 
and digital services in the public interest is 
essential for social and cultural 
development, economic growth, the Single 
Market and the digital integration of 
people and of entire economically and 
culturally deprived areas.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) On 26 March 2010, the European 
Council welcomed the Commission's 
proposal to launch the strategy Europe 
2020. One of the three priorities of Europe 
2020 is smart growth through the 
development of an economy based on 
knowledge and innovation. Investments in 
telecommunications, notably broadband 
networks and digital service 
infrastructures, are a necessary condition 
for smart but also sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth of the Union.

(2) On 26 March 2010, the European 
Council welcomed the Commission's 
proposal to launch the strategy Europe 
2020. One of the three priorities of Europe 
2020 is smart growth through the 
development of an economy based on 
knowledge and innovation. Investments in 
telecommunications, notably broadband 
networks and digital service 
infrastructures, are a necessary condition 
for smart but also sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth and social and cultural 
participation by citizens in the Union.
Europe 2020 will contribute to increasing 
the competitiveness of SMEs, increasing 
interoperability and access to 
interconnections between national 
systems, and, in the long term, developing 
a single digital market.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) On 17 June 2010, the European Council 
endorsed the Digital Agenda for Europe
and called upon all institutions to engage in 
its full implementation. The Digital 
Agenda aims to chart a course to maximise 
the social and economic potential of 
information and communication 
technologies, in particular through the 
deployment of high-speed broadband 
networks by seeking to ensure that by 2020 
all Europeans have access to internet 
speeds of above 30 Mbps and 50% or more 
of European households subscribe to 
internet connections above 100 Mbps. The 
Digital Agenda aims to establish a stable 
legal framework to stimulate investments 
in an open and competitive high speed 
internet infrastructure and in related 
services; a true single market for online 
content and services; active support for the 
digitisation of Europe's rich cultural 
heritage, and the promotion of internet 
access and take-up by all, especially 
through support of digital literacy and 
accessibility. In addition, Member States 
should implement operational national 
plans for high speed internet, targeting 
public funding on areas not fully served by 
private investments in internet 
infrastructures and promote deployment 
and usage of modern accessible online 
services.

(3) On 17 June 2010, the European Council 
endorsed the Digital Agenda for Europe 
and called upon all institutions to engage in
its full implementation. The Digital 
Agenda aims to chart a course to maximise 
the social, cultural and economic potential 
of information and communication 
technologies, in particular through the 
deployment of high-speed broadband 
networks by seeking to ensure that by 2020 
all Europeans have access to internet 
speeds of above 30 Mbps and 50% or more 
of European households subscribe to 
internet connections above 100 Mbps. The 
Digital Agenda aims to establish a stable 
legal framework to stimulate investments
in an open and competitive high speed 
internet infrastructure and in related 
services; a true single market for online 
content and services; active support for the 
digitisation of Europe's rich cultural 
heritage, and the promotion of internet 
access and take-up by all, especially 
through support of digital literacy and 
accessibility. In addition, Member States 
should implement operational national 
plans for high speed internet, targeting 
public funding on areas not fully served by 
private investments in internet 
infrastructures and promote deployment 
and usage of modern accessible online 
services.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 

(4) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 



PE489.644v02-00 6/24 AD\910862EN.doc

EN

the Regions - European Broadband: 
investing in digitally driven growth 
concludes that the critical role of the 
internet means that the benefits for society 
as a whole appear to be much greater than 
the private incentives to invest in faster 
networks. Public support for this area is 
therefore necessary, but should not unduly 
distort competition.

the Regions - European Broadband: 
investing in digitally driven growth 
concludes that the critical role of the 
internet means that the benefits for society 
as a whole appear to be much greater than 
the private incentives to invest in faster 
networks. Public support for this area is 
therefore necessary, particularly in rural 
areas, but should not unduly distort 
competition.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4a) Attention should be paid to the 
importance of public support for 
investment in faster networks; in 
particular, given the significance of this 
issue and the level of funding involved, 
the Union should ensure that State aid is 
used as an incentive to invest in areas 
where the predicted return is particularly 
low.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions – A Budget for Europe 2020 
recognises the creation of a Connecting 
Europe Facility in the context of the 
Multiannual Financial Framework in order 
to address the infrastructure needs in the 
areas of transport, energy and information 
and communication technologies. 

(5) The Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and 
Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions – A Budget for Europe 2020 
recognises the creation of a Connecting 
Europe Facility in the context of the 
Multiannual Financial Framework in order 
to address the infrastructure needs in the 
areas of transport, energy and information 
and communication technologies. 
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Synergies between these sectors as well as 
with other Union investment programmes 
are key as similar challenges emerge 
requiring solutions that unlock growth, 
combat fragmentation, reinforce cohesion, 
favour the use of innovative financial 
instruments and address market failures as 
well as the removal of bottlenecks which 
hinder the completion of the Single 
Market.

Synergies between these sectors as well as 
with other Union investment programmes 
are key as similar challenges emerge 
requiring solutions that unlock growth, 
combat fragmentation, reinforce cohesion, 
reduce development disparities in all EU 
regions, favour the use of innovative 
financial instruments and address market 
failures as well as the removal of 
bottlenecks which hinder the completion of 
the Single Market.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) Net neutrality is vital for an open 
Internet.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 8 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8a) The projects of common interest 
listed in this Regulation should also help 
to survey infrastructure at European, 
national and regional level as soon as 
possible in order to identify gaps in 
broadband provision and eliminate digital 
bottlenecks by means of public and 
private investment.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Within the framework of a system of 
open and competitive markets, the Union's 
intervention is necessary where market 
failures need to be overcome. By providing 
financial support and additional financing 
leverage to infrastructure projects the 
Union can contribute to the establishment 
and development of trans-European 
networks in the area of 
telecommunications, thus generating 
higher benefits in terms of market impact, 
administrative efficiency and resource 
utilisation.

(9) Within the framework of a system of 
open and competitive markets, the Union's 
intervention is necessary where market 
failures need to be overcome. By providing 
financial support and additional financing 
leverage to infrastructure projects the 
Union can contribute to the establishment 
and development of trans-European 
networks in the area of 
telecommunications, thus generating 
higher benefits in terms of market impact, 
administrative efficiency, resource 
utilisation and participation by citizens in 
economic and social life. In the projects to 
be financed, account should be taken of 
the principle of technological neutrality, 
which is vital for an open Internet.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) As regards the use of public-private 
partnerships to provide fast broadband 
services, particularly in rural areas, it is 
desirable to make use of such 
partnerships between regional and local 
authorities and small and medium-sized 
ICT undertakings in the field of public 
ICT services, with European funding, as 
they can form a sustainable basis for the 
local development of skills and knowledge 
throughout the Union.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) Substantial economic and social 
benefits, which cannot be captured nor 
monetised by investors, are associated with 
higher broadband speeds. Fast and ultra-
fast broadband is the key enabling 
infrastructure for the development and 
deployment of digital services, which rely 
on the availability, speed, reliability and 
resilience of the physical networks. The 
deployment and take-up of faster networks 
opens the way for innovative services 
exploiting higher speeds. Action at Union 
level is necessary to maximise the 
synergies and interactions between those 
two components of digital 
telecommunications networks.

(10) Substantial economic, social and 
cultural benefits, which cannot be captured 
nor monetised by investors, are associated 
with higher broadband speeds. Fast and 
ultra-fast broadband is the key enabling 
infrastructure for the development and 
deployment of digital services, which rely 
on the availability, speed, reliability and 
resilience of the physical networks. The 
comprehensive deployment and take-up of 
faster networks opens the way for 
innovative services exploiting higher 
speeds. Action at Union level is necessary 
to maximise the synergies and interactions 
between those two components of digital 
telecommunications networks.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) The development of high-speed 
broadband networks improves 
e-government by combating bureaucracy 
and providing individuals and companies 
with easier access to public services, 
thereby yielding substantial economic and 
social benefits.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) The deployment of ultra-fast 
broadband will particularly benefit small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) which 
often cannot benefit from web-based 

(11) Innovative Internet services, modern 
software and communications 
applications and mobile devices with 
Internet connections call for constantly 
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services such as 'cloud computing' due to 
inadequate connectivity and speed of 
existing broadband connections. This will 
unlock the potential for substantial 
productivity gains for SMEs.

rising data rates. The deployment of ultra-
fast broadband will particularly benefit 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and 
the cultural and creative industries, which 
often cannot benefit from web-based 
services such as 'cloud computing' due to 
inadequate connectivity and speed of 
existing broadband connections. This will 
unlock the potential for substantial 
productivity gains for SMEs. With that 
aim in view, special attention should be 
given, in particular in the context of the 
current crisis, to enterprises zones which 
have not yet been connected to the 
broadband network as a result of 
geographical or environmental problems.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) To serve rural areas, it is vital to 
expand access networks, which facilitate 
the linking of individual house 
connections.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) The development of broadband 
networks and digital service infrastructures 
will contribute to the Union's objective to 
reduce greenhouse gas emission by 
enabling energy-efficient solutions in many 
sectors of Europe's economy. This positive 
effect will be limited, but only to some 
extent, by the growing energy and resource 
demand related mainly to the construction 
of broadband networks and the operation 

(13) The development of broadband 
networks and digital service infrastructures 
should contribute to the Union's objective 
to reduce greenhouse gas emission by 
enabling energy-efficient solutions in many 
sectors of Europe's economy. This positive 
effect will be limited, but only to some 
extent, by the growing energy and resource 
demand related mainly to the construction 
of broadband networks and the operation 
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of digital service infrastructures. of digital service infrastructures.

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Increasing and preserving access to 
Europe's rich and diverse cultural content 
and data held by public sector bodies, and 
opening them up for reuse in full respect of 
copyright and related rights, will nurture 
creativity and spur innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Unhampered access to 
re-usable multilingual resources will help 
overcome language barriers, which 
undermine the internal market for online 
services and limit access to knowledge.

(18) Increasing and preserving access to 
Europe's rich and diverse cultural content 
and data held by public sector bodies, and 
opening them up for reuse in full respect of 
copyright and related rights, will nurture 
creativity, spur innovation and 
entrepreneurship and increase 
transparency. Unhampered access to re-
usable multilingual resources will help 
overcome administrative and language 
barriers, which undermine the internal 
market for online services and limit access 
to knowledge. In this connection, the 
importance of the Europeana platform as 
a basis for sharing content from Europe's 
vast cultural heritage must be 
emphasised. It must, however, remain 
possible for national, regional and local 
decision-makers to decide for themselves 
on the use of their information and to 
cover a large part of their costs arising 
from the performance of their public 
duties.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) The development of broadband 
networks and digital service 
infrastructures will help achieve the 
Union objective of increased penetration 
by new technologies at every level of 
education in the Member States, while 
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improving the digital skills of pupils and 
students.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 18 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18b) In the context of lifelong education, 
the development of broadband networks 
and the penetration of new technologies 
will enable all Union citizens, irrespective 
of age, to improve or acquire skills in the 
new technologies 

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) In the area of safety and security, an 
EU-wide platform for sharing resources, 
information systems and software tools 
promoting online safety will contribute to 
creating a safer environment for children
online. It will enable centres handling 
hundreds of thousands of requests and 
alerts per year to operate across Europe. 
Critical Information Infrastructures will 
enhance the Union-wide capability for 
preparedness, information sharing, 
coordination and response to cyber security 
threats.

(19) In the area of safety and security, an 
EU-wide platform for sharing resources, 
information systems and software tools 
promoting online safety will contribute to 
creating a safer environment online. All 
digital service infrastructures and 
communication infrastructures in this 
field must respect the openness of the 
Internet and should promote technology-
neutral solutions. It will enable centres 
handling hundreds of thousands of requests 
and alerts per year to operate across 
Europe. Critical Information 
Infrastructures will enhance the Union-
wide capability for preparedness, 
information sharing, coordination and 
response to cyber security threats.

Justification

The benefits of a safer environment online should be for all citizens, yet need to respect the 
principle of an open Internet.
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Amendment 20

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) In order to take into account the 
developments in the areas of information 
and communication technologies, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union should 
be delegated to the Commission in respect 
of amending the Annex to this Regulation. 
It is of particular importance that the 
Commission carries out appropriate 
consultations during its preparatory work, 
including at expert level. The objective of 
this delegation is to address new 
technological and market developments, 
emerging political priorities or 
opportunities for exploiting synergies 
between different infrastructures, including 
those in the fields of Transport and Energy. 
The scope of delegation is limited to 
modifying the description of projects of 
common interest, adding a project of 
common interest or removing an obsolete 
project of common interest according to 
pre-established, clear and transparent 
criteria.

(21) In order to take into account the 
developments in the areas of information 
and communication technologies, the 
power to adopt acts in accordance with 
Article 290 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union should 
be delegated to the Commission in respect 
of amending the Annex to this Regulation. 
It is of particular importance that the 
Commission carries out appropriate 
consultations during its preparatory work, 
including at expert level and at regional 
and local level. The objective of this 
delegation is to address new technological 
and market developments, emerging 
political priorities or opportunities for 
exploiting synergies between different 
infrastructures, including those in the fields 
of Transport and Energy. The scope of 
delegation is limited to modifying the 
description of projects of common interest, 
adding a project of common interest or 
removing an obsolete project of common 
interest according to pre-established, clear 
and transparent criteria.

Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) The Commission, when preparing and 
drawing-up delegated acts, should ensure a 
simultaneous, timely and appropriate 
transmission of relevant documents to the 
European Parliament and Council.

(22) The Commission, when preparing and 
drawing-up delegated acts, must ensure a 
simultaneous, timely and appropriate 
transmission of relevant documents to the 
European Parliament and Council.
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Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) contribute to economic growth and 
support the development of the Single 
Market resulting in the improvement of the 
competitiveness of the European economy, 
including small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs).

(1) contribute to economic, cultural and 
social growth and social participation, as 
well as to the dissemination of 
information and cultural works and 
support the development of the Single 
Market and promote the digital 
integration of entire economically and 
culturally deprived areas, resulting in the 
improvement of the competitiveness of the 
European economy, including small and 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs).

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1a) aid Member States in achieving the 
Digital Agenda aim of every EU citizen 
having access to superfast broadband by 
2020 and the intermediate objective of 
every EU citizen having access to a basic 
internet connection by 2013.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) contribute to improvements in daily life 
for citizens, businesses and governments 
through the promotion of the 
interconnection and interoperability of 

(2) contribute to improvements in daily life 
for citizens, businesses, organisations, 
public and private institutions and 
governments through the promotion of the 
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national telecommunication networks as 
well as access to such networks.

interconnection and interoperability of 
national telecommunication networks as 
well as access to such networks at 
affordable prices.

Amendment 25

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) stimulate Europe-wide deployment of 
fast and ultra-fast broadband networks 
which, in turn, shall facilitate the 
development and deployment of trans-
European digital services.

(3) stimulate Europe-wide deployment of 
fast and ultra-fast broadband networks in 
accordance with the principle of 
technological neutrality with the emphasis 
on rural areas, which, in turn, shall 
facilitate the development and deployment 
of trans-European digital services.

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) facilitate sustainable deployment of 
trans-European digital service 
infrastructures, their interoperability and 
coordination at European level, their 
operation, maintenance and upgrading.

(4) facilitate sustainable deployment of 
trans-European digital service 
infrastructures, their interoperability and 
coordination at European level, their 
operation, maintenance and upgrading,
based on a culture-oriented approach and 
environmental sustainability.

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) subscribe to the principles of net 
neutrality.
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Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 5 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5b) contribute to wider access to culture 
and national heritage on the Internet.

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – point 5 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5c) represent, thanks to broadband 
internet access, important educational 
tools, particularly in less developed 
regions.

Amendment 30

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the deployment of ultra fast broadband 
networks ensuring the speed of data 
transmission of 100 Mbps and above;

(a) the deployment of comprehensive ultra 
fast broadband networks ensuring the 
speed of data transmission of 100 Mbps 
and above;

Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) the deployment of broadband networks 
to link island, landlocked and peripheral 

(b) the deployment of broadband networks, 
particularly ‘access networks’, and the 
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regions with the central regions of the 
Union ensuring in those regions that speeds 
of data transmission are sufficient to permit 
broadband connectivity of 30 Mbps and 
above;

improvement of collection networks to 
link island, rural, mountain, transfrontier, 
landlocked and peripheral regions with the 
central regions of the Union should be 
supported with suitable funding, ensuring 
in those regions that speeds of data 
transmission are sufficient to permit 
broadband connectivity of 30 Mbps and 
above;

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) improving the comprehensive 
availability of broadband networks and 
service infrastructures within the Union 
in structurally weak regions, irrespective 
of economic attractiveness, in order to 
facilitate participation by citizens in 
society and particularly in culture;

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – point d a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(da) the support to public-private 
partnerships between regional and local 
authorities and small and medium-sized 
ICT undertakings in the field of public 
ICT services.

Amendment 34

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 3
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Member States and/or other entities in 
charge of the implementation of projects of 
common interest or contributing to their 
implementation shall take the necessary 
legal, administrative, technical and 
financial measures in compliance with the 
corresponding specifications of this 
Regulation.

3. Member States, regional and local 
authorities and/or other entities in charge 
of the implementation of projects of 
common interest or contributing to their 
implementation shall take the necessary 
legal, administrative, technical and 
financial measures in compliance with the 
corresponding specifications of this 
Regulation.

Amendment 35

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Actions contributing to projects of 
common interest shall be eligible for EU 
financial support under the conditions and 
instruments available under the Regulation 
establishing the Connecting Europe 
Facility [REF]. Financial support shall be 
provided in accordance with the relevant 
rules and procedures adopted by the Union, 
funding priorities and the availability of 
resources.

5. Actions contributing to projects of 
common interest and necessary to ensure 
the provision of broadband services shall 
be eligible for EU financial support under 
the conditions and instruments available 
under the Regulation establishing the 
Connecting Europe Facility [REF]. 
Financial support shall be provided in 
accordance with the relevant rules and 
procedures adopted by the Union, funding 
priorities and the availability of resources.
This support shall come on top of 
assistance provided under other 
Community programmes and initiatives, 
including the Structural Funds. The 
Commission shall make sure that 
measures to support projects of common 
interest do not act as a disincentive to the 
implementation of public- and/or private-
sector initiatives which are already under 
way or are being prepared and may not 
receive funding under other Community 
and national instruments.

Amendment 36
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Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Union may establish contacts, 
discuss, exchange information and 
cooperate with public authorities or any 
other organisations in third countries to 
achieve any objective pursued by these 
guidelines where such cooperation gives 
rise to a European added value. Among 
other objectives, this cooperation shall seek 
to promote the interoperability between the 
trans-European telecommunication 
networks and telecommunication networks 
of third countries.

1. The Union may establish contacts, 
discuss, exchange information and 
cooperate with public authorities or any 
other organisations in third countries, 
where this is in the public interest, to 
achieve any objective pursued by these 
guidelines where such cooperation gives 
rise to a European added value. Among 
other objectives, this cooperation shall seek 
to promote the interoperability between the 
trans-European telecommunication 
networks and telecommunication networks 
of third countries. This cooperation shall 
be coordinated with the strategies drawn 
up in the context of the Union’s external 
policies, in particular those covered by the 
European Neighbourhood Instrument, 
and any macro-regional strategies which 
are already being implemented or are 
being prepared.

Amendment 37

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Union may further establish 
contacts, discuss, exchange information 
and cooperate with international 
organisations and legal entities established 
in third countries to achieve any objective 
pursued by these guidelines.

2. The Union may further establish 
contacts, discuss, exchange information 
and cooperate with international 
organisations and legal entities established 
in third countries to achieve any objective 
pursued by these guidelines which is in the 
public interest.

Amendment 38

Proposal for a regulation
Article 7 – paragraph 4
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. In these reports the Commission shall 
also evaluate whether the scope of the 
projects of common interest continues to 
reflect political priorities, technological 
developments or the situation in the 
relevant markets. For major projects, these 
reports shall include an analysis of the 
environmental impact, taking into account 
climate change adaptation and mitigation 
needs, and disaster resilience. Such a 
review may also be carried out at any other 
time when it is deemed appropriate.

4. In these reports the Commission shall 
also evaluate whether the scope of the 
projects of common interest continues to 
reflect political priorities, regional and 
social needs, technological developments 
or the situation in the relevant markets. For 
major projects, these reports shall include 
an analysis of the environmental impact, 
taking into account climate change 
adaptation and mitigation needs, and 
disaster resilience. Such a review may also 
be carried out at any other time when it is 
deemed appropriate.

Amendment 39

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The deployment and enhancement of trans-
European telecommunication networks 
(broadband networks and digital service 
infrastructures) shall contribute to fostering 
economic growth, creating jobs and 
achieving a vibrant digital single market. In 
particular, their deployment will grant 
faster access to the internet, bring about 
information technology-enabled 
improvements in daily life for citizens, 
including children and young persons, 
businesses and governments, increase 
interoperability and facilitate the alignment
or convergence to commonly agreed 
standards.

The deployment and enhancement of trans-
European telecommunication networks 
(broadband networks and digital service 
infrastructures) shall contribute to fostering 
economic growth, creating jobs, promoting 
Europe’s cultural heritage and achieving a 
vibrant digital single market. In particular, 
their deployment will grant faster access to 
the internet, bring about information 
technology-enabled improvements in daily 
life for citizens, including children and 
young persons, businesses and 
governments, increase interoperability and 
facilitate the alignment or convergence to 
commonly agreed standards.

Amendment 40

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 1 – introductory part
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The deployment of trans-European 
telecommunication networks that will help 
to remove the bottlenecks existing in the 
digital single market shall be accompanied 
by studies and programme support actions. 
They are:

Only in cases where they cannot be 
appropriately funded at Member State 
level shall the deployment of trans-
European telecommunication networks that 
will help to remove the bottlenecks 
existing in the digital single market be 
accompanied by studies and programme 
support actions. They are:

Justification

Mapping and feasibility studies are not a priority for subsidy at EU level.

Amendment 41

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 2 – paragraph 9 – subparagraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Actions contributing to the project of 
common interest in the area of broadband 
networks, irrespective of the technology 
used, shall:

Actions contributing to the project of 
common interest in the area of broadband 
networks, irrespective of the technology 
used, shall, where it is demonstrable that 
the market is unable to deliver this 
infrastructure commercially:

Amendment 42

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 2 – paragraph 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The deployment of broadband networks to 
connect island, landlocked and peripheral 
regions with central regions of the Union, 
including where necessary submarine 
cables, will be supported where it is 
essential to ensure access by isolated 
communities to broadband at 30 Mbps and 
above. This support should complement 
other funds, whether EU or national, 

The deployment of broadband networks to 
connect island, mountain, landlocked and 
peripheral regions with central regions of 
the Union, including where necessary 
submarine cables, will be supported where 
it is essential to ensure access by isolated 
communities to broadband at 30 Mbps and 
above. This support should complement 
other funds, whether EU or national, 
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available for this purpose. available for this purpose.

Amendment 43

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 2 – paragraph 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In addition, high speed connections to 
public internet access points, notably in 
public facilities, such as schools, hospitals,
local government offices and libraries, 
shall also be supported.

In addition, high speed connections to 
public internet access points, notably in 
public facilities, such as schools, 
universities, research centres, hospitals, 
local government offices, libraries and 
museums, shall also be supported.

Amendment 44

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 3 – heading in bold 4 – underlined heading 2 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Communication channels and platforms 
will be developed and deployed in order to 
enhance the EU-wide capability for 
preparedness, information sharing, 
coordination and response.

Facilitation of the development of 
communication channels and platforms in 
order to enhance the EU-wide capability 
for preparedness, information sharing, 
coordination and response, whilst taking 
into account existing national capabilities 
and initiatives.

Justification

The Commission should lay a facilitating role in and should take into account existing 
capabilities and initiatives in Member States.

Amendment 45

Proposal for a regulation
Annex – section 3 – heading in bold 4 – underlined heading 2 – subheading 1 –
paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The core service platform will consist of a The core service platform will consist of a 
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network of National/Governmental 
Computer Emergency Response Teams 
(CERTs) based on a minimum set of 
baseline capabilities. The network will 
provide the backbone of a European 
Information Sharing and Alert System 
(EISAS) for EU citizens and SMEs.

network of National/Governmental 
Computer Emergency Response Teams 
(CERTs) based on a minimum set of 
baseline capabilities. The network may 
contribute information to a European 
Information Sharing and Alert System 
(EISAS) for EU citizens and SMEs.

Justification

It is not appropriate for CERTs to form the backbone of EISAS. Other organisations which 
have SMEs and citizens as their key customers should play a greater role.
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