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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR INTERNAL POLICIES
- COMMITTEE ON CULTURE AND EDUCATION -

DELEGATION TO WROCŁAW
8–10 September 2011

REPORT

General overview

The CULT delegation meeting the Council of Rectors, in Aula Leopoldina

A delegation of Members of the Committee on Culture and Education visited Wrocław, 
European Capital of Culture 2016, from 8 to 10 September 2011. The delegation was led by 
Mrs. Doris PACK, Chairwoman of the Committee. 

One of the aims of the delegation visit was to understand what events the city planned to 
organise in 2016, and how it was planning to implement cultural projects at the heart of the 
city life. The city, which will also host matches of the UEFA EURO 2012, has benefited from 
structural funds, and this visit was a good opportunity for the delegation to discover what had 
been achieved through that financing.

As European Capital of Culture 2016, Wrocław has stressed in particular its obligations 
towards historical heritage and contemporary cultural achievements as well as to its past and 
present creators representing many nations. It has set itself, in particular, the following goals: 
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- to hold an open debate about the identity of the new Europe, by sharing with all EU 
citizens its story, how its first inhabitants settled, rebuilt and revived the city after its
destruction during the Second World War, how succeeding generations adapted to its 
multicultural past and roots, 

- to support the process of cultural integration of Polish society with the peoples of Europe, 
a process that is lagging behind economic and political integration,

- to stand up in defence of genuine freedom of art from economic, political, and ideological 
pressures,

In the course of wide range of meetings,  the delegation held exchanges with the Minister of 
Culture and National Heritage, the Minister of Sport and Tourism, the representatives of the 
Polish Senate and the Polish Parliament, as well as the representatives of the regional and city 
council, university rectors, artists and journalists.

The delegation was impressed by the role played by culture in the city as well as with the 
efforts and investments made to support and promote cultural projects. In this respect, the 
Chairwoman stressed, the city of Wrocław was actually taking care of the soul of Europe.  

I.  INTRODUCTION 

Wrocław, European Capital of Culture 2016 -“Spaces for beauty”

Wrocław, a Polish city with a cosmopolitan history, can be seen as a scaled down version of 
Europe itself with a great diversity accumulated in a small space. Openness has been an
integral feature of this city throughout its history. 

Designated European Capital of Culture 2016, Wrocław is motivated by a sense of duty 
towards its historic and contemporary cultural achievements as well as to the creators of this 
heritage who come from various national and ethnic backgrounds. Wrocław wishes 
Europeans to learn about and appreciate the contributions of its former and present residents 
to the cultural life and heritage of the EU.  

As European Capital of Culture, Wrocław aims to base its growth on a qualitative change, by 
mobilising civic, social, professional, and creative activity. Through an increased public 
participation in culture, the city wants to build a stock of public trust necessary to strengthen 
its social development.  It will be able to create new spaces for people’s activities, reflecting a 
refusal to acquiesce in the face of the ethical and aesthetic shortcomings of daily life in large 
modern urban centres.
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II. SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

Thursday, 8 September 2011 

14h00-15h30. Lunch with Minister of Culture and National Heritage, Bogdan 
ZDROJEWSKI

For its first meeting, the delegation met the Minister of Culture and National Heritage for a 
working lunch. 

Mr. ZDROJEWSKI welcomed the delegation and stressed that people could not function 
without culture, stating that «no one was able to survive without it». He then added that the 
lack of access to culture was a result of a lack of education, and not necessarily money. He 
underlined that having created its own separate, unique « multiple identity », Wrocław as 
European Capital of culture 2016, wanted to take part in building a new multiple identity of a 
united Europe. Described as the « flower of Europe» the city would be the best ambassador 
for the region of Lower Silesia and its architectural heritage, which urgently needed to be 
preserved and to be restored as part of Polish and European culture. In this respect, Mr. 
ZDROJEWSKI referred to the book by Norman Davies and Roger Moorhouse « Microcosm: 
Portrait of a Central European City», explaining that the history of Wrocław was  a 
microcosm of the history of central Europe as a whole with the city bearing a array of 
historical hallmarks, including multi-national settlements, the presence of a Jewish 
community, the development of dynastic rather than national polities in the pre-modern era 
and the exposure in the 20th century to both Nazism and Soviet Communism. 

Mrs. PACK then took the floor and underlined the necessity to take a modern approach to 
give a chance to people to meet and to network. Referring to the last international Film 
Festival of Venice, the Chairwoman underlined that for the second year running, the three 
finalists for the EP LUX Film Prize, had been screened during the festival. She stressed that 
on this occasion, the LUX Prize gave young people a chance to stay in Venice during the 
festival, to attend screenings and discuss not only the films themselves, but the themes they 
deal with, to question the small and big narratives which European films tell and which make 
people feel more or less Europe. The "27 Times Cinema" initiative, setting up a real film 
laboratory, involved the participation of 27 young people from each EU Member State, who 
could enjoy an every day experience made of discussions, chats and meetings with directors, 
films professional, journalists, and MEPs learning more about the meaning of being 
Europeans, sharing their point of views, histories and emotions. 

An informal discussion then started among participants over the lunch.

15h30-16h00. Multimedia presentation on the preparations for the UEFA EURO 2012 
and European Capital of culture 2016 events

The delegation then attended a presentation by Vice-President of Wrocław, Jarowsław 
OBREBSKI about the practical arrangements relating to the UEFA EURO 2012 events as 
well as a brief presentation about the application of Wrocław to the European Capital of 
culture 2016.
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Mr. OBREBSKI set out how Wrocław had prepared itself to host some of the matches of 
UEFA EURO 2012. The delegation learned about the practical and logistical aspects of this 
event, from the building up of the new stadium to specific infrastructures works in the Silesia 
Region. In particular, he presented the planned works for the extension of the Airport 
terminal, for the modernisation of the station as well as the modernisation of the city’s 
bridges. He stressed that the overall objective was to revitalise the transportation system of 
the area, as well as to better connect people, turning Wrocław into a modern and easily 
accessible European city.  He then briefly presented some cultural aspects of Wrocław, 
European Capital of Culture 2016, giving brief data about the city, its cultural institutions and 
architectural legacy. 

Mr. Adam CHMIELEWSKI, director of the Institution of Culture Wrocław, then took the 
floor and stressed that the city application was based on the concept of « metamorphoses of 
cultures». He explained that the Wrocław slogan’s « Spaces for Beauty » was based on three 
main principles: diversity, opportunity and responsibility. He stressed that people today 
evolved in multiple spaces: nature, society, public sphere, private sphere and cyberspace. He 
underlined that the aim of Wrocław, as European Capital of Culture was to create sustainable 
and friendly spaces that would serve to satisfy the human craving for communion with art and 
culture.  He also stated that one of the city’s objectives was to actively combat social 
exclusion and exclusion from participation in culture, which particularly affected young 
people, the unemployed, seniors, and people with disabilities. In this respect, he said that the 
city aimed to combat the financial barriers that prevented democratic access to works of 
authentic art. After mentioning San Sebastian, Wrocław's counterpart for 2016, he finally set 
out several ongoing cultural projects as well as a number of initiatives in the context of the 
European Capital of Culture 2016.

17h00-19h00. European culture congress

The delegation then attended the opening of the European Culture Congress, initiated by the 
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, Bogdan ZDROJEWSKI. The Congress has been 
an unprecedented event within the cultural space of the Polish Presidency and another step in 
the ongoing public debate launched in Poland in 2009, during the Polish Culture Congress of 
Kraków, which resulted in many new and valuable civic initiatives as well as projects being 
carried out by cultural institutions. The first event of its kind in Europe, it differed from other 
initiatives in its problem-oriented approach to culture, but most importantly, it combined both 
the theory and practice of culture, giving all participants an opportunity to encounter the many 
manifestation of culture found in the city of Wrocław, Poland, and Europe. 

The main theme of the Congress was “Art for Social Change”, which described artistic 
ventures aimed at increasing the social and artistic awareness of its participants. It is a field of 
contemporary art that has an influence on society and can be a force for change while 
inspiring innovation and critical thinking. 

The main events of the European Culture Congress were:

- Informal Meeting of Ministers for Culture and Audiovisual Policy

- Panels and discussions
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- Debates within the framework of the “A Soul for Europe” initiative, aiming at 
elaborating new models of cooperation between the EU decision-makers and institutions, 
governments of individual countries and active representatives of the EU social organisations,

- Artistic events in the area of music, theatre, performance, design, architecture, film, 
visual arts and formats.

17h00-17h30 Inaugural speeches

The congress started with inaugural speeches by Mr. Bronisław KOMOROWSKI, President 
of the Republic of Poland, Mr. Bogdan ZDROJEWSKI, Ministry of culture and national 
heritage, Mr. Jerzy BUZEK, President of the European Parliament, and Mrs. Androulla 
VASSILIOU, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth.

President KOMOROWSKI first took the floor and stressed that there would always be a 
dispute over the role of culture in defining the European character and underlined the 
importance of a continual discourse and discussion about where Europe began, where it 
ended, and what defined it. Highlighting the Polish contribution to European culture, he said 
that in Wrocław, anyone could appreciate the value of European culture, whose beauty was 
expressed through a sense of diversity.

Minister ZDROJEWSKI then took the floor and underlined how culture was the most 
important and most valued capital element of modern Europe. He stressed the importance of 
cultural education and investment in culture, in particular in these current times of economic 
uncertainty, and appealed to MEPs to continue to devote funds to culture.

President BUZEK highlighted in his speech that the EU project, uniting its citizens in their 
diversity, meant 70 years of peace, a period in which cooperation had been chosen over hate 
and conflicts. He also declared that the European project, emanating from our civilisation and 
our culture, also defined the role and the significance of European creators and artists, who 
could be very proud of this project. He finally referred to the importance of the EP LUX Prize
initiative, which was contributing to the promotion of the cultural and linguistic diversity of
European cinema.

Finally Commissioner VASSILIOU took the floor and underlined that the most promising 
areas of development in the EU were education, culture, intercultural dialogue and 
citizenship. She added that in times of economic and financial difficulties, it was necessary to 
rely on cultural policy, in order to look for new and better ways of working and living 
together.

17h30-18h30. Opening lecture of Zygmunt Bauman

Professor Zygmunt BAUMAN has played a major role in the preparations of the congress. On 
the initiative of the Minister of Culture and National Heritage, he wrote a book on the birth 
and development of the concept of culture, in which he also discussed the directions in which 
culture may develop in the future. The book, “Culture in Modern Liquid Times,” was 
published in Poland and the UK in spring this year, as a part of the National Cultural 
Programme of the Polish EU Presidency in 2011.
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He launched the congress with a lecture discussing the founding principles behind European 
culture and its future direction. He described in this respect the origins of European culture, 
how it was changing, and how consumerism and technology were influencing its 
development. Addressing the role of the European Union in shaping contemporary culture, 
the ties between culture and globalisation, and the relationship between art and politics, he 
reflected on the future of the Union, understood as a political, geographical and cultural 
phenomenon. Quoting Gadamer “To live with the Other, to live like the Other's Other, this is 
the fundamental task of a human” he stressed however that the experience of living with the 
Other, particularly for Europe was not always easy. He stressed that the Other in Europe was 
currently one's next-door neighbour, with whom one must enter into dialogue. 

As Professor BAUMAN said, the political future of Europe was depending on the situation of 
culture. He added that the current world, as seen from above, seemed to have become “an 
archipelago of diasporas, a multi-layer reality woven of diverse identities, experiences and 
traditions”. For this reason, he declared that it was necessary to redefine European identity 
and that Europeans should open themselves to its "liquid" nature. He concluded his lecture by 
saying that it was high time "European citizens considered that the geographical past of 
Central Europe might be the future of the European culture and civilisation".

19h30 - 21h00. Dinner with Rafał JURKOWLANIEC, Marshall of Lower Silesia

The delegation had dinner with Mr. Rafał JURKOWLANIEC, Marshall of Lower Silesia, 
who presented his region, its history and the challenges it was about to face in the coming 
years. Before starting dinner, the delegation attended a multimedia presentation on the region 
of Lower Silesia.

An informal discussion between the participants took place during the dinner following this 
presentation.
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Friday 9 September 2011

9h00-11h00. Meeting and discussion about the future of Europe at the EP information 
office

The Chairwoman welcomed the Members of the Committee on Culture and Media of the 
Polish Sejm, the Committee on Culture and Media of the Polish Senate, the Committee on 
Culture, Education and Sport of the Sejmik, the regional assembly of Lower Silesia, and the 
Committee on Culture and Science of the Wrocław city council. She then introduced the 
Members of the delegation and made some introductory remarks.

She first underlined that the EP had repeatedly called on the Commission to clarify what 
constituted the European vision of culture, creativity and innovation and to take the necessary 
measures to develop a genuine European strategy for culture while facilitating the 
establishment of a genuine European internal market. Stressing that during the last decade, the 
European Commission rarely addressed cultural matters, she stated that the Communication 
of the Commission on the Europe 2020 strategy was a great disappointment in this respect, 
not even including the word "culture". She therefore welcomed the Polish Presidency's aim to 
promote a better understanding of the role of culture, using the potential of culture to enhance 
European integration and the EU’s social and economic development, including the 
implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy goals. 

She then briefly highlighted some of the current work of the CULT Committee. She first 
referred to the second reading of the European Heritage Label dossier and stated that she was 
convinced that the final stages of the legislative process would be completed in the course of 
the Polish presidency. She then presented Mr. BORYS' draft report on "European cinema in 
the digital era" and Mr. FISAS's draft report on the European Dimension in Sport. She also 
explained that the Committee was currently working on other reports and opinions including 
the opinion on the legislative proposal for a Directive on orphan works and the report on 
modernisation of higher education.
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Finally she explained the works on which CULT would focus in the coming weeks ie. the 
next multi-annual financial framework 2013 and the legislative proposals of the Commission
for these multi-annual programmes.

She then gave the floor, to the Chairwoman of the Committee on culture and media of the 
Sejm, Mrs. ŚLEDZIŃSKA-KATARASIŃSKA, who briefly gave an overview on the 
functioning of her parliamentary committee and stressed that culture was of high importance, 
and that sufficient funds should be made available in the next multi annual framework. 

Senator ANDRZEJEWKI, Chairman of the Committee on Culture and Media of the Polish 
Senate then made his presentation, underlining that culture helped Poland to rebuild itself, to 
re-establish its status and its national identity. He stressed how important the role of the EU 
has been in the process, thanks to its values of freedom and pluralism.  He then briefly 
explained the functioning of the Polish Senate and the activities of its Committee. 

Mr. ŻUK, Chairman of the Committee on Culture, Science and Education of Lower Silesia, 
Sejmik, took the floor. He underlined that Silesia was the best region to hold a debate on 
culture considering its particular history. 

Mr. SKOCZYLASZ, Chairman of the Committee on Culture and Science Wrocław City 
Council, described the concrete works of his Committee. He underlined that cultural 
education was essential to him, and that the EU should focus more on this issue. He then 
described the various cultural projects taken place in the city, and in particular the 
construction of the new National forum of music. He finally added that culture should be 
accessible to all, and that too often these days, people, in particular those more elderly, were 
excluded, and therefore underlined that action had to be taken in this area. 

An exchange of views then took place: 

Mrs. PACK stressed that the EU was a place where each culture had the right to flourish, and 
that the EP would help the Polish culture to grow. She explained that although that there was 
little money available, culture could be financed through a wide range of instruments at the 
EU level, such as structural funds. 

Mrs. SANCHEZ-SCHMITT took then the floor and addressed the issue of creative and 
cultural industries. She also underlined the fundamental role of the EU in supporting culture, 
and in particular the role of Europeana in the promotion, protection and the accessibility of 
European cultural heritage. 

Mr. IVAN underlined then that although funds were limited, culture was everywhere. This 
underlined the message that should be sent to the new generations, that despite their different 
traditions, EU citizens had a great deal in common, and that once outside its boundaries, each 
EU citizen could realise that the EU was "home". 

Mr. FISAS added that culture should not be elitist, and that it was necessary to support 
cultural policies in the EU. He then mentioned the ERASMUS programme, stating that it did 
more for the EU than any other initiative. He finally said that the EU was an area of peace and 
freedom, in which its citizens could exchange and share their cultures, adding that the EU 
cultural legacy had to be protected, and that sufficient money should be allocated to culture. 
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Mr. BORYS, underlined that cultural education should be a priority in all Member State, 
underlining that it would teach EU citizens to be receptive to European cultures and 
languages. He said that European cinema should be promoted, and that structural funds 
should be used in this respect.

10h30 -11h00 Press conference
The discussion concluded with a press conference, attended by local media and press 
agencies.

11h30-14h30 Meeting with Minister of sport and tourism, Adam GIERSZ

11.30-12.30 Visit of the Wrocław new stadium

The delegation, accompanied by Minister 
GIERSZ, made a guided tour of the new stadium
of the city which is going to host some of the 
UEFA EURO 2012 matches, before its grand 
opening of 19 September 2011.  He provided the 
delegation with detailed information about
technical aspects relating to the building of the 
stadium, which can hold up to 44 000 people, as 
well as logistical aspects relating to the 2012 
matches. He explained that the idea of the 
project was to create a structure, which thanks to 

its innovative form would be easily recognisable. The first prize of the contest for the design
of the new stadium of Wrocław was awarded to the work prepared by JSK Architekci for a 
budget of EUR 130 million. The general architectural plan was designed to expose the form 
of the stadium, which should dominate the surrounding space. 

12h30-14h30. Working lunch with Minister of sport and tourism, Adam GIERSZ

The delegation then continued its discussion with Minister GIERSZ during a working lunch, 
exchanging ideas and views on an informal basis. 

15h30-17h00. Visit of the buildings financed by EU funds 

After having visited the market place, Rynek and the Wrocław cinematographic centre, Kino 
Warszawa, the delegation visited the Opera house and the National museum. 

National Museum: Visit of the new Gallery of Contemporary Art

The delegation had the opportunity to visit the new gallery of contemporary art of the 
National Museum, before its grand opening of 10 September 2011. Located in the Museum’s 
remodelled attic, the new gallery has one of the largest, over 20 000 objects, and most 
representative collections of the art of the 20th and early 21st century including the works of 
Magdalena Abakanowicz’s.  



10

Opera house

The delegation visited first the opera and then attended a multimedia presentation on the 
future National forum of music, which will house a concert hall with around 1800 seats, three 
chamber halls, rehearsal rooms, office and conference space, a recording studio and an 
exhibition space. The total construction budget is EUR 75 million, half of which from EU 
funding.

17h30-18h30. Meeting with the Council of Rectors of Universities of Wrocław and Opole

Professor Fiedor BOGUSŁAW made a brief presentation on the state of higher education in 
Wrocław, one of the leading academic centres of Poland. Over 120 000 students enrolled in 
the city's thirteen major schools, the biggest being the 300 year old University of Wroclaw 
with around 42 000 students and the Wrocław University of Technology with 33 000 
students. Other famous institutions include the Academy of Agriculture, Medical Academy, 
Fine Arts Academy, Academy of Music and the Academy of Economics, all of which enjoy 
an enviable reputation in Poland and abroad. Apart from the excellent standards of education 
on offer with low cost of tuition fees, Professor BOGUSŁAW highlighted that students 
continued to flock to Wroclaw for the quality of life the city offers. 

He then explained that further reasons for signing up to one of Wrocław's Universities were 
the increasingly large number of international companies setting up in the area and recruiting 
directly from the academies stressing that graduates who decided to stay on in Wrocław after 
their studies had plenty of opportunities ahead of them.

Other rectors then took the floor and briefly introduced their faculties. 

Mrs. PACK took the floor to introduce the Members of the delegation and then described 
briefly the work of the CULT Committee in the field of education, in particular as regards to 
mobility programmes such as ERAMUS and the recognition of diplomas.

Professor BOGUSŁAW underlined that the University of Wrocław had signed over 580 
ERASMUS bilateral agreements with universities from all EU countries and also Norway, 
Switzerland and Turkey, stressing that cooperation included students and staff exchange and 
that every year the number of participants was increasing.

19h30-20h30. Concert of Krzysztof Penderecki and Jonny Greenwood at the European 
culture congress

The delegation attended one of the main events of the European Culture Congress, the concert 
of Krzysztof PENDERECKI, modern composer of classical music in collaboration with Jonny 
GREENWOOD, guitarist of Radiohead.

The programme of this concert included three compositions by PENDERECKI: Polymorphia 
for strings, Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima and Canon for strings, written in 1960-
1962, the avant-garde years of the composer’s life as well as pieces of Jonny GREENWOOD 
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inspired by PENDERECKI’s music, 48 Responses to Polymorphia , Popcorn Superhet 
Receiver and Future Markets .

On this occasion, the delegation had the opportunity to fully appreciate the richness of Polish 
modern classical music and the inspiration it created in Europe.

21h00-22h30 Dinner with Governor of Silesia, Mr. Marek Skorupa, Governor of the 
Lower Silesia

Governor SKORUPA welcomed the delegation and underlined that Wrocław was a place 
where different cultures coexisted. 

Mrs. PACK took the floor to congratulate the Governor for the dynamism of its region, and 
for all the ongoing activities and initiatives in the field of culture, underlining that by doing so 
they were also working for the EU. Referring to Jacques Delors, she then added that it was 
high time to take care of the soul of Europe, and in many ways, Wrocław was a good example 
in this respect. She concluded that she looked forward to the success of all the promising 
actions planned for 2016, and that she would welcome another visit to the city in the coming 
years.

Saturday 10 September 2011 

9h00-12h00. Conference a soul for Europe

The delegation attended the first panel of the Soul for Europe conference “Culture and 
economy in the development of Europe”.

Michał MERCZYŃSKI, Director of the National Audiovisual Institute and Rariţa 
ZBRANCA, Member of the “A Soul for Europe” Strategy Group made some introductory 
remarks stressing that it was essential to give Europe’s social, economic and political 
development a cultural core. 

Androulla VASSILIOU, EU Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and 
Youth, Pier Luigi SACCO, Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Markets and Heritage 
at IULM University, Michał BONI, Minister-member of the Council of Ministers, Monika 
SMOLEŃ, Under-Secretary of State at the Polish Ministry of Culture and National Heritage 
and Yuriy VULKOVSKY, Member of the “A Soul for Europe” Strategy, took the floor as 
panellists during this session.

The debate concentrated mainly on the question of how culture and economy could develop 
common strategies, actions and policy proposals to ensure the sustainable development of 
Europe, its regions, cities and communities. 

Underlining the catalyst role that culture, in all its diverse forms, could play in the 
development of society, the panellists recognised the necessity of developing new models of 
communication and cooperation between European institutions, national, regional and local 
political decision-makers, their economies and civil society. They also stressed the role of 
culture for sustainable urban and regional development. The debate also provided an
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opportunity to discuss the necessary financial support of cultural projects from the European 
Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund.

III. FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Members of the EP (3+2hq) in protocol order Political 
Group Country

Mrs. Doris PACK , Head of the delegation EPP Germany
Mr. Santiago FISAS AYXELA EPP Spain
Mrs. Marie-Thérèse SANCHEZ-SCHMID EPP France
Mr. Piotr BORYS EPP Poland
Mr. Cătălin Sorin IVAN S&D Romania
CULT Committee Secretariat (2)
Ms. Stéphanie BIASOLI, administrator CULT
Ms. Jaya LUCHOWA, assistant CULT
Political groups' adviser (1)
Mr Roberto GIANELLA EPP
Interpretation team (7)
Ms Anna GAZDZINSKA Head of the Interpretation team 
Mr. Witold CZARORYSKI
Ms. Maria MICHALIK 
Mr. Peter STRAUSS
Mr. Vincent CAPET
Ms. Wanda GADOMSKA
Mr. Dimitri TSIMOPOULOS Technician 


