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Introduction

Istanbul was awarded the title of a European Capital of Culture (ECOC) 2010 in 2006, 
together with Essen (Germany) and Pècs (Hungary). Istanbul has a distinguished place
with its unique geographical location and a cultural heritage of thousands of years. It 
symbolises Turkey's position as a link between Europe and Asia. The organisers expect a 
number of benefits for the city:

 In the context of Turkey's accession negotiations with the EU, the ECOC projects 
demonstrate that Istanbul has been interacting with European culture for hundreds 
of years. 

 People of Istanbul can take pride in the city's renewed cultural heritage 

 Young talented people have the opportunity to become more closely involved in 
artistic creativity. New contemporary art will complement Istanbul's reputation as a 
city with a rich cultural heritage. This makes for a positive contribution to the pro-
motion and branding of Istanbul. New jobs are being created in areas ranging from 
communications to organization, education, design, management and creativity and 
innovation

 Cultural tourism is being invigorated. Statistics show that educated, cultured tour-
ists spend three times as much in the city as normal tourists. The ECOC event will
strengthen Istanbul's value for the culturally interested public.

 The title European Capital of Culture gives a boost to the city’s economic and cul-
tural relations with Europe 

 Administration is improving as different institutions cooperate, sharing their 
knowledge and experience, in order to develop a long-term, sustainable model for 
the future. 

Wednesday, 3 November 2010

13:45-14:00 Bahçeşehir University: Welcome by Mr. Enver Yücel, President of 
the Board of Trustees and Prof. Dr. Yilmaz ESMER, Director

The delegation was welcomed by Mr Enver YÜCEL, President of the Board of Trustees of
Bahçeşehir University, and by Prof. Dr. Yilmaz ESMER, the Director of the university. 
The university was founded in 1998 as a foundation university by Bahçeşehir Uğur Educa-
tional Institutions. The campus is located in the area of Beşiktaş. There are six faculties, 
two institutes and a vocational training school. The language of instruction at the univer-
sity is English. The university has various cooperation agreements with universities in the 
USA and participates in the Erasmus Programme. 
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14:00-14:30 Briefing by Marc PIERINI, Head of the Delegation of the EU to Tur-
key, on the EU-Turkey relations with a focus on education and cul-
ture

Mr PIERINI gave an overall introduction into the role of the EU Delegation to Turkey, the 
general situation of the country and the programme of the visit. His statements are re-
flected in the Commission 2010 progress report on Turkey which states (extracts):

Education and culture
There has been some progress in the area of education, training and youth. The Educa-
tion Ministry's strategic plan 2010–2014 includes targets and performance indicators for 
the implementation of Turkey’s reform agenda in line with key EU standards, including 
the European Qualification Framework.
Turkey improved its performance in all the areas in which EU-level benchmarks have 
been set for 2010 and 2020, but remains in general well below the EU average, in particu-
lar for the rate of early school leavers and participation of adults in lifelong learning. The 
enrolment rates continued to increase at all educational levels. In particular, the enrolment 
rate for pre-school education rose to 39%. The situation of children, especially of girls, at 
primary boarding schools needs attention in order to avoid drop-outs and increase the 
quality of education. The gender gap in secondary and other levels of education persists. 
School textbooks still contain stereotypes about women’s role and status. Close to 200.000 
children – especially girls in some eastern and south-eastern provinces – are still out of 
school. In the case of secondary education, there are large geographic variations. 
In the area of higher education, with the establishment of 7 new state and 1 private univer-
sities in 2009 and 2010 the total number of universities in Turkey has reached 154. The 
share of 30-34 years having successfully completed tertiary education increased to 14,7 % 
in 2009. Turkey is at an advanced stage of implementing the Bologna process recommen-
dations. However, there are a number of challenges ahead. These are recognition of quali-
fications, quality assurance and establishment of a national qualifications framework 
based on the European Qualifications Framework (EQF).

The Lifelong Learning and Youth in Action programmes continue to attract grant applica-
tions far exceeding the available budget. In 2009, more than 1200 project applications and 
some 10,000 individual mobilities were funded. In 2010, Turkey’s financial contribution 
to the programmes reached almost EUR 80 million.

In the area of culture, Turkish operators continued to participate in the Culture pro-
gramme as project co-organisers. Turkey also took part in the European Cultural Heritage 
Days. Turkey has not yet ratified the UNESCO Convention on the protection and promo-
tion of the diversity of cultural expressions.

Respect for and protection of minorities, cultural rights, freedom of worship
The debate on minority-related issues has developed under the auspices of the govern-
ment, and a few symbolic acts have taken place. Work is under way to remove discrimina-
tory language from textbooks. However, Turkey’s approach to minority rights remains 
restrictive. Turkey has not signed the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the 
protection of national minorities. 
Minority schools face procedural and bureaucratic difficulties with registration, budget 
problems plus administrative issues and educational problems. The situation of the Greek 
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minority has not changed. It continues to encounter problems with education and property 
rights. Anti-Semitism remains an issue, especially in connection with hate speech in the 
pro-Islamist and ultranationalist media. Full respect for and protection of language, culture 
and fundamental rights, in accordance with European standards have yet to be fully 
achieved. Turkey needs to make further efforts to enhance tolerance or promote inclusive-
ness vis-à-vis minorities.
However as regards cultural rights, all restrictions on broadcasting in Kurdish and other 
languages by private and public channels at local level were removed. Fourteen radio sta-
tions and TV channels have been given permission to broadcast in Kurdish and Arabic. 
The amended Law on fundamental principles of elections and the electoral registry de 
facto allows use of Kurdish in election campaigns. However, use of any language other 
than Turkish in political life is still illegal under the Law on elections and political parties. 
Consequently the courts have been issuing contradictory decisions in several cases. No 
measures have been taken to facilitate access to public services for non-speakers of Turk-
ish. 

Freedom of worship continues to be generally respected. The dialogue with the Alevis 
and with the non-Muslim religious communities continued but has not yet produced re-
sults. Members of minority religions continue to be subject to threats by extremists. A 
legal framework in line with the ECHR has yet to be established, so that all non-Muslim 
religious communities and the Alevi community can function without undue constraints, 
including the training of clergy. 

14:30-15:45 Meeting with end-users of the EU Education and Culture pro-
grammes (Erasmus, Comenius, Youth, Marie Curie, etc) 

Participants:

Dr. Fatih HASDEMIR – Director of the Turkish National Agency,
3 Erasmus Coordinators, 
1 Erasmus incoming student, 
1 Erasmus outgoing student, 
1 Comenius student, 
1 Leonardo da Vinci Student, 
1 Youth in Action Student ,
1 Jean Monnet Chair and Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
1 Marie Curie Researcher
Mrs Burçak ÇULLU – People Specific Programme National Contact Point for Turkey 
- Representative of TUBITAK (The Scientific and Technological Research Council of 
Turkey)

Turkey is eligible for the Community Programmes since 1 April 2004. These programmes, 
namely Lifelong Learning Programme and Youth-in-Action programmes are largely man-
aged by the Turkish National Agency which was established in 2003. It is affiliated to the 
State Planning Organisation. 



Report CULT delegation to Istanbul, 3-5 November 2010

24/11/2010 Page 5 of 10

Participation of Turkey to the Community Programmes (2004-2009)

 The number of individuals going from Turkey to EU Countries: 142.000
35,839 in 2009

 The number of individuals coming to Turkey from EU Coun-
tries

100.000

 The total  number of applications: 25.000

 The total number of accepted applications 8.300

 Total Grant Amount allocated: 300 M€ 

* Please note that above figures are approximate figures. 

In overall terms, in 2009 around 200.000 students took part in Erasmus exchanges of 
which 10.000 came from Turkey. For Leonardo the figures are a total of around 70.000 
participants in 2009 of which 7000 come from Turkey. In general the number of Turkish 
participants going to the EU is considerably higher than of those coming from EU coun-
tries to Turkey. 
The main issues raised in the discussion were the need for additional finances (demand
outstrips funding available) and the problem of visa regimes applied by Member States: 
the Schengen provisions are a unique set of rules applied by the 27 Member States' ad-
ministrations. However it does not cover all visas, e.g. long stay visas are nationally regu-
lated which causes discrepancies. Under the Schengen Visa Code of 2009, EU Delegations 
have a coordination role to harmonise practises on some technical but practically impor-
tant issues, like establishing the list of supporting documents for visa applications. For that 
purpose, Turkey is a priority for the EC. 
There is a standing request from Turkey (well supported by all Turkish citizens, very 
much including students, academics and artists) to lift visa requirements from 
EU/Schengen. This however, apart all political considerations, requires first a number a 
prerequisites to be met, in the first place a readmission agreement signed and imple-
mented, before starting a "visa dialogue" which would progressively allow for visa facili-
tation, then liberalisation. Negotiations on readmission are ongoing. It would be a success 
if Member States were convinced that those benefitting from EU programmes (incl. on 
education) should benefit from preferential treatment.
The problems in obtaining a visa can be particularly big for participants in Leonardo or 
Erasmus placements as participants are considered workers requiring long-term visas by 
some Member States which are subject to stricter and nationally distinct rules. 

Another issue raised was the question of language requirements: participation in an ex-
change is made dependent on whether or not participants are able to speak well enough the 
host country's language before going-out. Participants argued that language requirements
should only be tested during or after the exchange period because one of the reasons to 
participate was precisely to improve knowledge of the host country's language.
Reasons for participation: Participants mainly referred to the positive effects on their aca-
demic and professional development. But in a number of cases the genuine interest in in-
tercultural dialogue was mentioned: for example a stay in Turkey could help to understand 
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better the background of the Turkish immigrant community in the participants' home 
country. 

16:00-17:00 Meeting with HE Mr. Ertugrul GÜNAY, Minister of Culture and 
Tourism

The minister welcomed the delegation to Istanbul. He then presented a short overview on 
the issue of cultural heritage linking it to cultural and religious diversity and minority 
rights. He explained the situation in Turkey and pointed out that the restoration policy of 
sites of worship is an important element. Turkey had made considerable progress in restor-
ing such sites. He argued that Turkey as well as EU Member States needed to respect sites 
considered to be important cultural sites by the respective minorities, mentioning religious 
sites in Turkey and Cyprus. 
The discussion touched on aspects of how to promote cultural diversity among the popula-
tion. Minister Günay mentioned a number of pilot projects, including a university class, 
but admitted that more initiatives were needed. 

Also the issue of freedom of expression, copyrights and the internet was debated. The 
minister expressed that he was not supporting a restrictive approach but monitoring was 
necessary, in particular to prevent acts of illegal file-sharing. 
As regards Turkey's accession to the EU the Minister stated that the process recently had 
slowed down. There were question marks in respect to the political will of the EU: will it 
develop into a Christian club, a purely economic entity or a new society based on suprana-
tional governance, with a multicultural and multi-religious society? If the aim was the lat-
ter it was difficult to understand why such a dynamic society and economy like Turkey's
should remain outside the EU. The question remained whether the EU did not want Tur-
key because of its Muslim population?

In the evening, on the occasion of the visit of the CULT delegation, the EU delegation had 
organised a reception which was held at the Palais de Belgique and therefore co-hosted by 
the Belgian Consul General Francois DEL MARMOL. 

Thursday, 4 November 2010

09:30-11:00 Meeting with NGOs benefitting from EU-funded Civil Society Dia-
logue - Istanbul 2010 Programme   

Participants:
Eyüp COŞKUN, Young Volunteers Association
Nesra GÜRBÜZ, Nisi Masa
Cem TÜZÜN, Galata Association
Yeşim DIZDAROĞLU, Çekül Foundation
Sevgi MUTLU, Association of Archaeologists
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Esra AYSUN, Istanbul Contemporary Utopia Management Association
Ekmel ERTAN, Body-Process Arts Association
Beyza GÜMÜŞ, Boğaziçi Association
Emine ÇÖZEN, Pera Arts and Culture Association
Ferit BIGAT, Lokomotif Association
Istanbul Research Foundation for Promotion of Arts - İKSV

Sare AYDIN, Senior Planning Officer, Istanbul 2010 Agency
Sezen ÖZGÜR, Expert, Istanbul 2010 Agency
Gökşen BUĞRA, Expert, Istanbul 2010 Agency  

The Istanbul 2010 Agency is responsible for managing this "Civil Society Dialogue" grant 
scheme which provides grant support to non-governmental organisation active in the area 
of culture and arts in order to demonstrate Istanbul's cultural legacy and capacity. All the 
projects are implemented with partners from the EU. The grant scheme provides grants 
between EUR 50.000 and 150.000. The projects supported will last for 12 months and will 
be implemented in Istanbul and EU Member States. Promoting networking activities and 
sustainable partnerships, awareness raising, facilitating dialogue and mutual understanding 
and the promotion of innovative initiatives, ideas and productions were the main priorities 
for the projects. 
Projects included, for example, a cooperation between two jazz festivals in Finland and 
Turkey with concerts for children, workshops for students and exchanges of musicians, a 
project on cultural heritage management which involves the local neighbourhood of heri-
tage sites in Istanbul, a cooperation between two radio local stations in Marseille and Is-
tanbul, a street artists project and many other cooperations in the area of performing arts.

Problems perceived by beneficiaries were essentially related to delays in the selection pro-
cedure. Whereas it was planned to inform beneficiaries by the end of February about the 
granting of EU funding in some cases delays of several months occurred which again led 
to projects to be shortened or cut down.   

11:30 - 12:30 Visit to Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency and meet-
ing with Mr. Yılmaz KURT, Secretary General of the Agency, and 
Directors  

The Secretary General, together with a number of the agency's directors, presented the 
agency and the decision-making process that eventually led to the submission of an appli-
cation to receive the title of the European Capital of Culture in 2010. The beginning of the
process dates back to 2001 when it became clear that under the new rules it would be pos-
sible also for non EU-Member States to apply for the title. Initiators came essentially from 
the Istanbul artistic and civil society which managed to convince the local business com-
munity to support their project. Both shared the view that cultural and creative industries
had a great potential that could be further enhanced by the common project "European 
Capital of Culture". The political and administrative bodies got engaged at a later stage 
once the interest from business and civil society had become evident.
For the purpose of planning and managing the activities of Istanbul as European Capital of 
Culture 2010 and for coordinating the joint efforts of public bodies and institutions the 
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Istanbul 2010 ECOC Agency was founded in 2008, reflecting in it set-up the way the po-
litical decision had developed: six of the nine Members of the agency's Executive Board 
have a civil society background. Some of the key players changed shortly before the be-
ginning of the 2010 activities. By now, the agency has established itself as an autonomous 
body active in the area of culture, bringing about new approaches to cultural projects that 
other administrative bodies like ministries did not succeed to propose. Maintaining the 
agency should be one of the main legacies of the year, but the final decision has yet to be 
taken. 
The agency has selected nearly 600 projects, two thirds of which are related to urban reha-
bilitation/restoration while the remainder involve arts events. The agenda covers all as-
pects of traditional as well as contemporary arts. Youth, children, artists and the public at 
large have all been targeted.
Minorities living in Istanbul got involved in the European Capital of Culture, through the 
agency's advisory board. Minorities were very supportive to the ECOC 2010 idea. For 
them the year has been a success, enabling them to present their cultural heritage to the 
wider public and in particular to the younger population. The exchange and contact with 
two European Capitals of Culture, Essen 2010 and Tallinn 2011, was equally perceived as 
very positive. 
The ECOC title allowed the city to promote itself internationally in a different light: 
whereas Istanbul is typically perceived as a city with many sites of cultural heritage, it 
could now be presented as a young, dynamic, innovative and creative city, thus acquiring
a different image in the eyes of the international public. 
Another useful experience for organisers and civil society participating in projects was the 
learning process in applying strict financial rules when dealing with budgets. According to 
the agency, the EU's standards, deriving from the EU financial regulation, were applied 
not only to EU-funded projects but to all publicly funded projects. 

all amounts in Turkish Lira (1 EUR  2 TL)
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15:00 - 16:00 Visit to the modern art exhibition “Lives and Works in Istanbul”, a 
project of Istanbul 2010 at Tophane-i Amire 

The "Lives and Works in Istanbul" project has since August 2008 hosted six of Europe's 
leading contemporary artists and given them the opportunity to create unique pieces for 
Istanbul. It was initiated to improve the city's artistic infrastructure and to offer artists ex-
panded opportunities to produce art. The artists involved are: Remo Salvadori (Italy), 
Sophie Calle (France), Victor Burgin (UK), Peter Kogler (Austria), Danae Stratou 
(Greece), Antoni Muntadas (Spain-USA). The artists spent numerous weeks in Istanbul, 
organising workshops during which local artists created works that in 2010 and beyond 
are supposed to be a lasting legacy. 

17:00 – 17:45 Visit of the "My City" project, a part of the EU-funded "Cultural 
Bridges" programme, with British Council representative (lead organ-
iser) - "Panorama - the right view", by Andreas FOGARASI

"My City" is a public art project involving five cities across Turkey and five EU countries: 
Austria, Finland, Germany, Poland and the UK. Conceived and managed by the British 
Council as part of the "Cultural Bridges" Programme funded by the EU, "My City" is sup-
posed to bring cultural debate to the forefront of the dialogue between Turkey and Europe, 
capitalising on cities as meeting points.
At the heart of the programme is the commissioning of five new, site-specific works by 
European artists for five cities across Turkey. Each city represents a different aspect of 
Turkey, from Mardin on the south-eastern border close to Syria, to Canakkale on the Dar-
danelles strait, and from Trabzon on the Black Sea to Konya in the centre of the Anatolian 
plateau. Istanbul, capital of successive empires reaching from the Asia to the Atlantic, 
serves as a crossroads for the project, which coincides with the city’s year as European 
Capital of Culture.

In response to the many faces of Istanbul, artist Andreas Fogarasi installed a panorama in 
four successive locations over a twelve-month period. 

Istanbul offers a multiplicity of very different contexts for artistic intervention which 
makes it very challenging to create a work for ‘the’ city. And there is a critical and active 
public, itself involved in a historical and social mapping of the city. (Andreas Fogarasi)
Andreas Fogarasi was born in 1977 in Vienna, where he lives and works. He completed 
his studies in 2003 at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna and since 2001 has been co-
editor of dérive – Magazine for Urban Studies. Recent solo exhibitions include the 
Ludwig Forum für internationale Kunst, Aachen (2010) and the Hungarian Pavilion at the 
52nd Venice Biennale (2007).

Friday, 5 November 2010
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9:30 - 11:30 Cultural heritage in Istanbul as part of the programme of the European 
Capital of Culture: presentation of the restoration works in Hagia 
Sophia

The Hagia Sophia Museum has been going through a comprehensive restoration project 
that removes the scaffolding which has been under the dome of the museum for 16 years.

Scientific restoration and conservation of the mosaics and decorated surface of Hagia 
Sophia main dome started in 1992-1993 with UNESCO's technical support. Restoration 
and conservation works in the main dome have been made by dismantling and re-
establishing of the existing steel pier at various times. Final conservation and restoration 
work on the dome was completed in 2005. 
Now the scaffold in the southeast quarter of the main dome of St. Sophia was removed to 
the northeast quarter. Surfaces decorated with mosaics in the inner narthex have been re-
stored and conserved. 

At the second stage repairs are realized in the half-domes and the gallery floor. All the 
repairs in the Hagia Sophia main location are supposed to be completed by the end of 
2010 and the pier is planned to be dismantled and taken out by then. A ground survey 
work was also conducted to see if moving of the pier to the bottom of the half domes had 
created any problems on the ground. 
At the same time, restoration and conservation work on the main walls is continuing, 
cleaning contaminated marble columns and fixing worn-out panels, wooden doors and 
interior lightings as well as eight main head plates made by Kazasker Mustafa Izzet 
Efendi. 
Damages on the outer surface of Hagia Sophia are to be repaired through basic mainte-
nance under surveillance of Hagia Sophia scientific council. 
The position of scaffolding is gradually changing with the advancing of restoration work 
in Hagia Sophia Museum. In order to install the scaffold on the west side of Hagia Sophia 
Museum, geophysical and analytic studies are initiated as ground analyses have already 
been conducted and approved by the relevant protection council. 

11:45 – 12:30 Meeting with Dr. Kadir TOPBAŞ, Mayor of Greater Istanbul Mu-
nicipality

The mayor's office cancelled this meeting the evening before; therefore the visit to Hagia 
Sophia was extended.

End of programme


