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28/07/2011
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR INTERNAL POLICIES OF THE UNION

- COMMITTEE ON CULTURE AND EDUCATION -

DELEGATION TO PALERMO
18-20 JULY 2011

REPORT

Overview of the visit

A delegation of Members of the Committee on Culture & Education visited Palermo from 18 
to 20 July 2011. The final programme of the delegation is attached.

Throughout the visit the Members actively participated in all the meetings and contributed to 
enrich the various discussions which took place.

In the course of a wide range of meetings, Members were able to hold exchanges of views 
with representatives of the regional and local institutions and of civil society, including 
university staff, journalists, and representatives of youth organisations and volunteering 
associations involved in the fight against organised crime. A series of projects and initiatives 
were presented to the delegation. Hearing first-hand about the real issues facing Palermo 
enabled the Members to gain a deeper understanding of the situation in Sicily.

Throughout the visit, the delegation chair emphasized that the fight against the organised 
crime is not a local problem confined to Palermo or Sicily, but the fight against it concerns 
everyone in Europe. The delegation took part in the nineteenth commemoration of the murder 
of Judge Borsellino. The purpose of the delegation's participation was to highlight the added 
value of culture as an important factor in the education of younger generations about legality.

The visit also helped the CULT Delegation to gain a fuller appreciation of the cultural 
richness of Palermo. Culture emerged not only as a public good which also connects all 
Member States of the EU, but also as a powerful weapon in the common fight against crime,
and against the development of a sub-culture of ignorance in which the Mafia grows.
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Day-by-day report

Monday, 18 July 2011

The first meeting was with "Acudipa", an association which deals with the treatment of 
pathological addictions, such as drugs, alcohol, internet, multimedia through educational 
projects. The association involves doctors, psychologists, educators, teachers and parents, and 
is present in 15 Italian regions. The visual presentation which showed several actions on the 
ground being carried out by different operators, clearly demonstrated the commitment and 
success of the association in supporting young disadvantaged people.

The delegation then visited the historical building of the University of Palermo, founded in 
1806, where Members participated in a round table on "the need for a stronger partnership 
between the academic and the business world".

The Rector underlined the need to enhance the relationship between universities and 
businesses, whilst noting the challenges of bridging the gap between the two. He also talked 
about a Euro-Mediterranean university and suggested the idea of a "Mediterranean Erasmus".

Members were particularly interested to hear the feedback from an ex-student, who had felt 
very uncertain about her future after graduation, but was now successfully employed, thanks 
to the service provided by the University, which managed this time to match a job offer from 
the private sector with a job demand from within the university.

In the session of the round table focused on "the university as viewed by businesses", a 
representative from human resources in the private sector underlined the need to invest in the 
professional growth of people, to finance the R&D sector, and talked about the benefits of 
writing a thesis which could be applied to a business context.

In his concluding remarks, the delegation chair emphasised the value of the discussion, as it 
had raised important issues and provided interesting information regarding the functioning of 
the University.

Later that day, the Order of the Journalists of Sicily welcomed the delegation to its new 
headquarters, a villa confiscated from the Mafia.

The Members also had the opportunity to meet two mayors: the Mayor of Corleone (near 
Palermo) and the Mayor of Niscemi (a town in the centre of Sicily). Both talked about 
initiatives and measures taken during their term of office to fight against organised crime and 
to promote educational projects. In particular, excellent results in combating early school 
leaving were achieved through the promotion of home schooling and the provision of training 
courses for children at risk.

The President of the Order of the Journalists of Sicily pointed out that the Italian press has 
done a lot in the past few years to foster an anti-Mafia culture within the younger generations 
in order to encourage a new spirit of civil society.
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An alliance among different levels, political, economic, financial and also cultural is 
absolutely necessary to combat criminal power. The lively debate revealed a number of 
important messages:

In order to fight against the Mafia culture, through the development of a democratic European 
culture, it would be useful to provide all young Europeans with tools to explain to them the 
roots of the Mafia phenomenon and to prevent local unemployed youths, in particular in 
Sicily, from approaching the Mafia.

Money invested in culture is not wasted. In the past, dictators have come to power and 
destroyed books. Therefore Sicily should be provided with more reading materials, to bring 
Europe closer, to promote mobility so that also young people from the disadvantaged areas in 
Sicily could benefit of going to other European countries.

The day finished with an official dinner by the sea which was hosted by Paolo Di Caro, the 
Director General of the National Agency for Youth.

Tuesday, 19 July 2011

This long and hot day started with the official, but simple celebration in memory of the 
murdered Judge Paolo Borsellino, which took place in "Piazza XIII Vittime". In the presence 
of the local authorities Vice-Questor and Vice-Prefect, a wreath of laurel leaves was laid 
down in the name of the President of the European Parliament at a steel pillar built in the 
shape of Sicily, a symbolic monument of Palermo. This gesture was to demonstrate the 
continued remembrance by the European Parliament of those victims of crime who died 
defending the law.

The wreath of laurel leaves laid down in the name of the President of the European Parliament

This commemoration was a touching and intimate moment. Here the delegation chair 
described Borsellino's actions as exemplary, for which he should be honoured and 
remembered. His work should encourage all of us in the common European fight against 
organised crime.
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The commemoration, followed by one minute of silence, was unexpectedly attended by Maria 
Falcone, the sister of the famous Judge Falcone murdered only 2 months before his friend and 
colleague Borsellino.

The Members of the CULT Delegation with the Vice-Prefect for the 19th commemoration of Borsellino's murder

The delegation then went to the Norman Palace. This historical palace was the seat of the 
Kings, and since 1947 it has housed the Sicilian Regional Assembly, which is one of the 
most ancient parliaments of Europe (1130 A.D.). In this place, a meeting with the President of 
the Sicilian Regional Assembly (SRA) took place. Members from a few parliamentary 
committees were also present, such as the Committee on Culture, Training and Employment 
and the Committee on the European Union.

This exchange of views between the Members of the delegation and the Members of the SRA 
represented an interesting opportunity to deepen their knowledge of the institutional 
framework as well as the autonomy and legislative powers of Sicily.

While the island in fact has no competence for foreign affairs, defence policy, internal affairs, 
treasure or security, it has a concurrent legislative competence with the State in all other 
fields.

The Members of the CULT Delegation with the President and some Members of the Sicilian Regional Assembly
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Among other things, the exchange of views underlined the importance of Sicily as a tourist 
destination (with around 13 million visitors each year). Cultural tourism has been growing on 
the island also thanks to the EU structural funds. The problem of emigration was also 
mentioned. This particularly concerns young people, who are leaving the island in the search 
for better jobs. It is generally recognised that a high level of education is necessary to enhance 
career opportunities. However, in Sicily there have recently been fewer applications to the 
university.

At the end of the round table discussion, the President of the Sicilian Regional Assembly
officially presented the candidacy of Palermo for the 2019 European Capital of Culture.

Taking note of this, the delegation chair underlined first of all how Palermo and all of Sicily 
represented a pillar of European culture, as a melting pot of many different cultures, and 
expressed his support for Palermo's bid.

The press conference which followed was attended by the President of the SRA, Mr Bisky, 
chair of the CULT delegation and Mr Scurria, the only Italian Member of the delegation. 
Another MEP, Mr Iacolino, as a Sicilian, wished to take the opportunity to greet his 
colleagues.

The formal proposal of Palermo as a candidate for the 2019 European Capital of Culture was 
also communicated to the journalists.

The delegation chair underlined that the presence of the CULT Delegation that day was 
significant, as it was the 19th anniversary of the murder of Borsellino. He took the floor and 
highlighted that the organised crime is not a local problem, existing only in Palermo and in 
Sicily, but the fight carried forward by Borsellino concerns all Europe.

Mr Scurria spoke using words that Borsellino had used himself: the Mafia has to be defeated 
not only by police repression, but also by a cultural offensive. The presence of the delegation 
of the Committee on Culture & Education of the European Parliament that day in Palermo 
reinforced this conviction.

After a working lunch organised by the President of the SRA, the delegation was welcomed to 
the City Hall by the City Councillor for youth policy and social activities. The next meeting 
took place in the historic city council room with the participation of several youth 
associations.

Due to last-minute work commitments, the Minister for Youth could not be present, but the 
Director of the Youth Ministry attended the meeting. He informed the Members about a 
series of significant initiatives carried out by the Italian government which benefited young 
people:

1) "Funds for housing": to allow young couples without a stable income to obtain a mortgage 
in order to buy their first house;
2) "Funds for studying": to allow deserving young people without the financial possibilities to 
start or to complete their studies, by means of a loan guaranteed by the State;
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3) "Funds Mecenate": to support the talent of young people so that it can be successfully 
developed in the fields of culture, arts, creativity, research. The project aims to encourage
private sector companies to invest in young talent;
4) "Campus mentis": to provide job placements for the best Italian graduates. The purpose of 
this project is to give young people under the age of 30 the possibility to take part in a useful 
experience, through information and training sessions and meetings with enterprises and 
employment agencies.

Then the Director General of the National Agency for Youth (NAY) took the floor in order 
to highlight the value of the attendance of the youth associations. The discussion offered them 
a chance to hear what the institutions at national and European level are doing for young 
people. It also helped them to gain an understanding of the role played by the Agency (NAY) 
in the implementation of the Youth in action programme.

Since 2008 more than 30,000 young Italian people have been able to experience life abroad, 
and more than 250 projects have been approved in Sicily. These figures clearly show that 
Erasmus and Youth in action work well in Italy and in Sicily, and that all the EU funds have 
been well spent. Therefore the Youth Ministry has given an extra 2 million Euros.

The Director also underlined the objective of promoting youth mobility, working in close 
cooperation at EU and national level, together with the Agency (NAY) and the regional 
associations.

The Agency (NAY) only plays an intermediary role between the institutions and the territory, 
but the real protagonists are the youth associations, some of which presented during the 
meeting their practical actions in the form of social volunteering and support to disadvantaged 
youths.

Later that day, the delegation went to the Public Library, where the Mayor of Palermo and 
the City Councillor for Culture unveiled a commemorative plaque in honour of Judge 
Borsellino in the atrium named after him.

The last meeting of Tuesday afternoon was with "Addiopizzo", an association of volunteers 
established in 2004 in Palermo, whose president is a young lawyer.

In a direct and simple way, the President explained with enthusiasm the initiatives that were 
carried out in order to commit citizens and consumers to make purchases at local business 
which do not pay the so-called protection racket money.

The aim of the association is to combat Mafia extortion racketeering by promoting critical 
consumption and by raising the awareness of civil society of the issue. The association has 
also been implementing a project based on anti-Mafia education in more than 100 schools in 
Palermo and the provinces. The Members of the delegation were really struck by the 
motivation and courage of the young people involved in this association, which represents 
another concrete example of civil society's action in its path towards legality.

The delegation also met the Chairwoman of the Foundation "Progetto Legalità", created in 
memory of Borsellino and the other Mafia victims. She briefly presented its activities aimed 
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at supporting schools and providing them with methods and tools to educate them about 
citizenship, legality and civil society.

In the evening, the delegation was invited to a reception organised by the President of 
Acudipa, on the site of the archaeological park of "Castello a mare".

There was a performance by the orchestra from the Conservatorium of Palermo, which played 
the Italian national anthem and Beethoven's Ode to Joy in honour of the delegation. The main 
event of the evening was the interview of Piero Grasso, Chief Prosecutor of the National 
Anti-Mafia Bureau by the director of the main Sicilian newspaper, "Il giornale di Sicilia".
The newspaper celebrates its 150th birthday this year, in connection with the 150 year 
anniversary of the unification of Italy.

Wednesday, 20 July 2011

On the last morning, the Members visited a number of cultural and archaeological sites, the 
renovation of which was co-financed by the structural funds of the European Union.

First, the delegation visited the Gallery of Modern Art, ex-convent of Mercy St. Anna which 
dates back to the late 1400s. The City Councillor for Culture was also present during the visit. 
The museum is an important part of the cultural district of Palermo. It houses a remarkable 
collection of paintings and selected works and represents some of the best modern art in Italy. 
The complex restoration process of the museum was explained to the delegation. The 
Members felt that it might be good to devote some space in the Gallery or on its website to 
the history of the restoration work.

The Members then went to the Garibaldi Theatre and the nearby Church "Santa Maria 
dello Spasimo", both located in the "Kalsa" district where the judge Borsellino was born. The 
City Councillor at the Historical Centre of Palermo and the officer in charge of the restoration 
project showed the Members the ongoing working in the theatre.

Finally, due to the heat, the Members decided to replace the visit of the "Castello a mare" 
foreseen at 12 o'clock with an explanation in a meeting room of the hotel. They learnt about 
the archaeological history and restoration projects which were carried out by the 
representatives of the relevant local services. In particular important excavation brought to 
light some surviving structures of the area, whose oldest ruins date from the Islamic 
domination. The restoration concerned the remains of the fortress walls, the main tower and 
the castle from the 15th century, which are now reassembled within this archaeological park.

The official delegation visit ended at 13:30, as foreseen in the programme.

* * *
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Delegation to Palermo (Italy)
18-20 July 2011

Final list of participants

Members of the EP (8 + 1 outside the annual quota) Political Group Country
Mr Lothar BISKY (3rd Vice Chair) GUE/NGL Germany
Ms Chrysoula PALIADELI S&D Greece
Mr Santiago FISAS AYXELA EPP Spain
Ms Mary HONEYBALL S&D United Kingdom
Ms Malika BENARAB-ATTOU Greens/EFA France
Mr Hannu TAKKULA ALDE Finland
Mr Marco SCURRIA (outside of the annual quota) EPP Italy
Ms Emma McCLARKIN ECR United Kingdom
Mr Seán KELLY EPP Ireland

CULT Committee Secretariat (2)
Ms Fabia FONTANILI, administrator
Ms Martine HAMRIT, assistant

Political groups' advisers (4)
Ms Veronique DONCK EPP
Mr Shane MURPHY S&D
Ms Rosario GALOFRE-GOMEZ ALDE
Mr Peter O'BROIN ECR

EP Information Office in Rome (1)
Ms Laura POLIDORI

Interpretation team (9)
DE (active) FR (active) IT (active) EN (active)

Ms Gerda ALLOA-THYWISSEN (TL) Ms Marie-Claude LAURENT Ms Caterina BALASSO Ms Teresa POTOCZNA
Ms Louise MAYER Ms Micheline QUINTELIER Mr Piergiorgio GINEFRA Ms Susan ROLLIN

Conference technician
Mr Laurent RECCHIA

Abbreviations:
EPP Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
Greens/EFA Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance
ECR European Conservatives and Reformists Group
GUE/NGL Confederal Group of the European United Left – Nordic Green Left
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DELEGATION TO PALERMO
18-20 JULY 2011

FINAL PROGRAMME

Monday, 18 July 2011

Individual arrivals at Palermo

Hotel check-in
Hotel: Grand Hotel Piazza Borsa

Via dei Cartari, 18
90133 Palermo
Sicilia

15:00 - 16:30 Meeting in the hotel lobby and start of the official programme
Meeting with Prof. Giuseppe Mammana, President of "Acudipa", 
association for the treatment of pathological addictions through educational projects
Venue: meeting room in the hotel

16:30 Departure for the next meeting (travel by bus)

17:00 - 18:30 Meeting with the Rector of the University
and with Members of the Academic Senate
Roundtable: Stronger partnership between University and Business World
Venue: Palazzo Steri, Piazza Marina 61, Palermo

18:30 Departure for the next meeting (travel by bus)

19:00 - 20:30 Meeting with the Order of Journalists of Sicily, 
with Antonino Iannazzo, Mayor of Corleone, 
and with Giovanni Di Martino, Mayor of Niscemi
Venue: via Bernini 52/54, Palermo

20:30 Departure for dinner (travel by bus)

21:00 Dinner hosted by the Italian National Agency for Youth
Venue: Restaurant "Alle Terrazze", viale Regina Elena, Mondello, Palermo

24:30 Return to the hotel (travel by bus)
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Tuesday, 19 July 2011

9:00 Meeting in the hotel lobby
Departure from the hotel (travel by bus)

9:15 - 9:45 Participation in the official celebration in memory of Judge Paolo Borsellino
Venue: Piazza XIII Vittime, Palermo

9:45 Departure for the next meeting (travel by bus)

10:00 - 12:00 Roundtable with the participation of: 
Francesco Cascio, President of the Sicilian Regional Assembly (SRA), 
and the Members of the Committee on Culture, Training and Employment (SRA)
Venue: the Norman Palace, seat of the Sicilian Regional Assembly, Piazza del Parlamento 1, 

Palermo

12:00 - 13:00 Press conference
Venue: the Norman Palace, Piazza del Parlamento 1, Palermo

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch offered by the Sicilian Regional Assembly
Venue: the Norman Palace, Piazza del Parlamento 1, Palermo

14:30 Departure for the next meeting (travel by bus)

15:00 - 16:00 Meeting with Andrea Fantoma, Head of Department, Ministry for Youth
Venue: City Council Hall, Palazzo delle Aquile, Piazza Pretoria, Palermo

16:00 - 17:00 Meeting with Paolo Di Caro, Director General of the Italian National Agency for Youth
and with the participation of some youth associations
Venue: City Council Hall, Palazzo delle Aquile, Piazza Pretoria, Palermo

17:00 - 17:30 Naming ceremony of the Atrium of the Public Library in honour of Judge Borsellino
and unveiling of a commemorative plaque in the presence of local public authorities, 
including Diego Cammarata, Mayor of Palermo, 
Raoul Russo, City Councillor for Youth Policy and Social Activities
and Pietro Cannella, City Councillor for Culture
Venue: Public Library, Piazza Casa Professa 1, Palermo

17:45 Departure for the next meeting (travel by bus)

18:00 - 19:15 Meeting with Ugo Forello, President of "Addiopizzo", 
association for the fight against racketeering
and with the participation of the Foundation "Progetto Legalità"
Venue: via Lincoln 131, Palermo

19:15 Return to the hotel (travel by bus)

20:15 Departure for dinner (travel by bus)

20:30 Reception hosted by the association "Acudipa" in honour of the delegation
Venue: Castello a Mare, via Filippo Ratti, Palermo

24:45 Return to the hotel (travel by bus)
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Wednesday, 20 July 2011

9:00 Individual check-out at the hotel

9:30 Meeting in the hotel lobby
9:45 Departure from the hotel (travel on foot)

10:00 - 13:30 EU co-financing of cultural & archaeological projects:

10:00 - 11:15 Visit to the St. Anna Gallery of Modern Art (ex-convent)
Venue: via Sant'Anna 21, Palermo

11:15 Departure to the next site (travel by bus)

11:30 - 12:30 Visit to the Garibaldi Theatre
and to the Church of "Santa Maria dello Spasimo"
Venue: Kalsa area (near Piazza della Magione), Palermo

12:30 Return to the hotel (travel by bus)

12:45 - 13:30 Explanation of the history of the archaeological site "Castello a mare"
and its renovation project
Venue: meeting room in the hotel

13:30 End of the official programme

Individual departures to the airport

Programme Coordination and Contacts:

European Parliament

Fabia FONTANILI
 +32 2 28 32780

fabia.fontanili@europarl.europa.eu

Martine HAMRIT
 +32 2 28 32670

martine.hamrit@europarl.europa.eu

Mobile phone number during mission:
+32 475 754 668

mailto:fabia.fontanili@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:martine.hamrit@europarl.europa.eu

