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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Petitions, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s initiatives aimed at improving citizens’ awareness of their 
rights through Europe Direct and Your Europe; notes at the same time that more needs to 
be done to inform citizens about their rights, notably through social media platforms;

2. Strongly urges Member States to step up their efforts in spreading knowledge of the 
SOLVIT network to citizens and companies;

3. Encourages the Commission to address the problems faced by graduates when applying 
for traineeships or jobs in another Member State, by developing a quality framework to 
protect trainees’ rights; urges the Commission also to explore new means of improving the 
exchange of information about traineeships and job opportunities in other EU countries, 
notably through the EURES network;

4. Underlines the importance of supporting pan-European networks composed of local and 
national media in the fields of radio, TV and the internet; finds it highly worrying,
therefore, that the Commission has unexpectedly, and without consulting Parliament,
decided to cancel a call for proposals on pan-European networks in the field of the 
internet;

5. Takes note of the Commission’s intention of supporting from 2013 on, via its town 
twinning scheme, exchanges of best practice between municipalities and projects aimed at 
enhancing knowledge about citizens’ rights, but considers it highly regrettable that the 
financial envelope for the next MFF of the Europe for Citizens programme, from which 
such projects can be funded, has been drastically cut;

6. Shares the Commission’s view as to the need to enhance EU citizens’ awareness of their 
EU citizenship rights, and in particular their electoral rights, but urges the Commission not 
to wait until May 2014 to launch its handbook presenting those EU rights ‘in clear and 
simple language’.


