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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Economic and Monetary 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Recognises the significant role that quality education and training has on Europe’s 
sustainable economic growth and deeply regrets that this is not highlighted among the 10 
priority actions proposed by the Commission in its Annual Growth Survey; 

2. Emphasises that Europe must have educated citizens in order to boost economic growth 
and recalls that it is essential to make basic education accessible for all;

3. Stresses that an educated population depends on the quality of education and teaching, 
and therefore also on the quality of teachers and educators at all levels; 

4. Emphasises the importance of continued and significant investments in teacher education, 
training and lifelong learning while maintaining co-ordinated, EU-wide efforts to achieve 
other common educational goals;

5. Insists that the role of education, from the early years of development to primary and 
higher education as well as vocational training and adult learning, should be further 
exploited within the Single Market;

6. While stressing the need for much more ambitious goals, notes the common target to 
reduce early school leaving to less than 10% by 2020 and urges the Commission to 
consider the vast differences among the Member States and therefore ensure that any 
criteria that measure achievements are comparable and that it takes into account the long-
term perspective;

7. Encourages universities to conduct more basic research, which forms the foundation for a 
knowledge- and innovation-based economy, where the number of young people with a 
university degree or diploma must be increased to 40% by 2020.


