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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with Afghanistan

D-AF_PV(2013)1217

MINUTES
of the meeting of 17 December 2013, from 10.00 to 11.00
Brussels

The meeting opened at 10.10 on Tuesday 17 December 2013, with Thijs Berman in the Chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted without any change.

2. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair informed about the 18 December 2013 High Level Conference on Afghanistan and
Central Asia: prospects and challenges after withdrawal Of NATO/ISAF organised by the
Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) in association with the Delegation for relations with
Afghanistan (D-AF) and the Delegation for relations with Central Asia (D-CA). Chair
Berman welcomed this timely initiative, announced that, in the absence of AFET Chair Elmar
Brok, he would chair the conference, and expressed hopes for a good attendance.

3. Briefing on the joint delegation mission D-AF & SEDE to Afghanistan on 28-31
October 2013

Chair Berman stated that since he was the only Member participating to this D-AF meeting,
there was little point for a full debriefing. The mission report would soon be circulated

This said, Chair Berman shared his views that the quality of the 2014 elections would be even
more important for the future of Afghanistan than the withdrawal of international forces.
Compared with the 2009 elections, there was room for cautious optimism: the new generation
of young Afghans was eager to consolidate the civil liberties acquired over the past twelve
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years. Moreover, political parties and presidential candidates had developed a great sense of
responsibility and expressed readiness to take full charge of the country after 2014.

Quoting UN Special Representative of the Secretary General for Afghanistan Jan Kubi§ whom
he had met at the European Parliament on 3 December 2013, Chair Berman called for "strategic
patience" towards Afghanistan.

4. Any other business

Exchange of views about the 2014 elections and the possible deployment of an EU Election
Observation Mission

Chair Berman referred to the discussion held within the Democracy Support and Election
Coordination Group (DEG) about whether or not the European Parliament should send a
delegation of short-term observers in case the EU would deploy an Election Observation
Mission (EOM). Despite the security constraints, which would make it difficult for first-hand
observation, it may be useful that Members assess themselves the situation and report to the
European parliament and their constituencies in order to consolidate support for Europe's
long-term commitment in Afghanistan.

The EEAS concurred with Chair Berman that there were more reasons to be optimistic than in
2009. The EEAS would send an exploratory mission in January 2014. On the basis of its
report, expected in February 2014, HR/VP Ashton would decide about the deployment of an
EU EOM. In this respect, Chair Berman recalled that, during his October 2013 mission, all
Afghan stake-holders and EU Heads of Mission in Kaboul had strongly favoured an EU
EOM, notably because it would contribute to a better environment.

Ambassador Homayoun Tandar shared his views about the electoral environment. Turnout
was the first challenge: "people may have the feeling that the issue of the election is decided
out of Afghanistan, by Europe or by the USA". It was crucially important to dispel this
misperception. So far, 4 million new voters had been registered peacefully (only 2 security
incidents had been recorded). The weather was also a factor: cold and snow may reduce the
turnout but increase security since there was a lull in insurgency activities at that time of the
year.

Ambassador Tandar concurred with Chair Berman that an EU EOM would be highly
welcomed, notably as a demonstration of support to the young Afghan democracy. Other
observers would participate: the OSCE would send a team and 6000 domestic observers -civil
society and candidates' representatives- were also expected. As far as security was concerned,
even if up to 30% of the polling stations may not be completely safe, this did not mean that
30% of the population would be affected: most of the areas were sparsely populated and this
would therefore not impact the legitimacy of the election.

The EEAS suggested that the signature of the Bilateral Security Agreement with the USA
before the elections would have a stabilisation effect.

EU-Afghanistan Cooperation Agreement on Partnership and Development (CAPD)
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Chair Berman inquired about the status of the CAPD negotiations, meant to serve as the
overall legal framework for EU-Afghan relations for the coming decade. The EEAS explained
that the EU had been waiting for more than a year to receive official feedback to its draft text,
and was still waiting. Ambassador Tandar stated that the wording of two articles may require
some adjustments without however affecting the content. Chair Berman offered that, once the
EU and the Afghan government would have initialled the agreement, he may enter into a
dialogue with his Afghan counterparts in order to facilitate ratification by the Afghan and
European Parliaments.

6. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation for relations with Afghanistan will be announced
electronically

The meeting closed at 11.10.
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