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MINUTES
of the meeting of 4 October 2011, from 17.30 to 18.30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 17.41 on Tuesday, 4 October 2011, with Thijs Berman (Chair) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of agenda 

The Chair announced that active and passive interpretation would be available in the 
following languages: FR, DE, EN, IT, ES. 

The Chair added that no provision had been made for Occitan.

The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 21 June 2011

The draft minutes were adopted unchanged.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair announced that the second Bonn Conference on Afghanistan would finally take 
place on 5 December 2011, 10 years after the conference that had produced the 2001 Bonn 
Agreement following the fall of the Taliban.

Three topics would be explored: (i) the civil aspects of the transition until 2014, (ii) the 
international community's long-term commitment in Afghanistan and in the region after 2014,
and (iii) support for the ongoing political process.
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As regards the organisational aspects, Mr Berman announced that as things stood Germany's 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not intend that Parliament should be formally represented.

Mr Berman expressed regret at this decision, particularly as it would be Parliament that would 
subsequently be called on to approve the use of Community funds in Afghanistan. 
Furthermore, the topic would soon be on the plenary agenda, given that the Committee on 
Budgetary Control was already looking into it. However, it might be possible for Parliament 
to be represented on the EU delegation, in particular under the terms of the Interinstitutional 
Agreement between Parliament and the Commission, which dealt with just such cases as this.

4. Exchange of views on the situation in Afghanistan

Mr Berman outlined the chronology of certain recent events: 

In late September 2011, Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, had 
declared that the Pakistan Intelligence Service was using the Haqqani network as a weapon 
and had, in particular, helped it prepare its attack on the US Embassy in Kabul at the 
beginning of that month.

These claims had of course been denied by the Pakistan Government.

On 20 September 2011, Kabul had been hit by a new attack, a week after that on the US
Embassy. Former Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani, who was leading the peace 
negotiations with the insurgents, had been killed in his own home in a suicide bombing; the 
assassination of the former President sent a clear political message, since he had headed the 
High Council for Peace, created in the previous year to negotiate with the insurgents. 

The Afghan committee of inquiry set up to investigate this assassination and headed by the 
Minister of Defence had concluded that the suicide bomber was a Pakistani national and that 
the attack had been prepared in Quetta, Pakistan.

In a major development, it seemed that President Karzai was on the point of altering his 
strategy in his attempts to negotiate with the Taliban: he had been quoted as saying that 'the 
only solution is to hold talks with Pakistan because all the Taliban's safe havens are in that 
country'.

Mr Cozzolino, Mr Fidanza, Mr Berman and Mr Arlacchi wondered what the future held for 
Afghanistan.

Ambassador Tandar answered. He explained that his government had for many years 
dedicated all its energy to revitalising the peace process by taking decisive action - such as the 
creation of the High Council for Peace. As things stood, though, 'we are alas forced to admit 
that no tangible result has been obtained'. The only response to the Afghan Government's call 
for peace had been blood, executions and violence. Senior government officials responsible 
for negotiating peace were now priority targets. History would judge, but 'we have done 
everything we could, and even accepted certain demands regarding the composition of the 
government'. Pakistan continued to harbour members of the Taliban: 'we have proof of the 
Pakistani secret service's involvement and of their support for the Taliban - with whom direct 
talks are now pointless'.
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Mr Tandar announced, however, that the option of a political settlement had not been 
abandoned: 'it is only the choice of negotiating partners that is different'; he hoped that 
Pakistan would hold talks with Afghanistan, which was after all a sovereign power. By the 
same token, President Karzai certainly intended to make his planned official visit to New 
Delhi. Would this visit stir up regional tensions? 'We are not psychiatrists.  If we are 
surrounded by sick people, let them seek treatment'. 

That being said, Afghanistan would never be a threat to its neighbours, 'and we are ready to 
make any binding commitment to that effect'. The Ambassador explained that his country was 
reaching out to Pakistan's civil society, its Parliament and its Government - even though in 
fact the Pakistan army was really in control. 

Mr Arlacchi, vice-chair, spoke. He fully endorsed Ambassador Tandar's analysis, highlighting 
the need for realism. This was also the view of the US, which had changed its strategy in the 
previous few months. Addressing the representative of the European External Action Service
(EEAS), he wondered if it might also review its approach, taking greater account, for 
example, of Parliament's point of view. He emphasised that since the adoption in plenary of 
the report on a new strategy for Afghanistan, 'not one single element has been taken into 
account'.  

Ms Muscheidt (EEAS) rejected this suggestion, at the same time calling for a broader
discussion. She mentioned that issues such as international aid effectiveness had also been 
looked into in other forums (the Paris Declaration Evaluation, for example). She also 
emphasised that, irrespective of internal European Parliament debates, an Afghan national 
development strategy had already been drawn up, and that, for the EEAS, this overrode all 
other considerations. Ms Muscheidt particularly stressed the importance of the Afghanistan 
Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF), to which the EU was a contributor. Parliament was kept 
informed, in detail, about the use of these funds on a six-monthly basis, and she deplored the 
fact that the information was not being passed on to all the relevant individuals and bodies in 
Parliament.

5. Any other business

-

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the delegation would be held on Tuesday, 22 November 2011 at 9.00.
The Chair stated that it would involve an exchange of views, by video-conference between 
Brussels and Kabul, with NGOs active in Afghanistan; since video-conference interpreting 
was possible only in exceptional cases, the meeting would therefore in all likelihood be held 
in English.

The meeting closed at 18.28.
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