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The Belarusian Association of Journalists 

The Association represents over 1,000 professionals, who work under extremely difficult 

conditions to protect the rights of journalists and often fall victim to intimidation, harassment, 

criminal prosecution and expatriation. 

The commitment of the Belarusian Association of Journalists (BAJ) to the cause of freedom 

of speech and the promotion of independent and professional journalism in Belarus is 

inspirational. BAJ works to increase public awareness of the constitutional right to freedom 

of information and of how people can exercise their rights. It defends journalists’ rights, 

especially in times of crisis, such as violent aftermath of the contested presidential elections 

in 2010.

BAJ aims to liberalize media legal regulations and encourages high quality and ethical 

journalism. Since it was set up, BAJ has been the major association for the independent 

press in Belarus with the main aim of providing the public with the most objective, truthful, 

comprehensive and timely information.

In spite of big efforts to improve the media situation in Belarus, it is still far from favourable. 

The 2009 Belarusian media law leaves room for the authorities to shut down media they 

consider too critical. Foreign media must obtain a licence to operate in Belarus, and working 

for them without accreditation is an obstacle for local journalists, who get warnings from the 

KGB and the Prosecutor’s Office when caught. The penal code still contains articles 

penalising defamation of higher officials. In 2011 BAJ member Andrzej Paczobut, a 

correspondent for the Polish daily Gazeta Wyborcza, was sentenced to a three-year 

suspended sentence. He was repeatedly charged under the same article in 2012, but then 

the case was closed. Independent media suffer from economic discrimination: the biggest 



distribution, postal and typography businesses are state-run, and may refuse to cater 

services to some sharp-tongued media, as it is the case with the regional newspapers Novy 

Chas, Gazeta Slonimskaya, Intex-Press. 


