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Aliaksandr Milinkevich

Aliaksandr Milinkevich, leader of the democratic opposition in Belarus, was chosen to be the 

joint presidential candidate of the United Democratic Opposition in October 2005. He 

collected more than 100 000 supporting signatures throughout the presidential election 

campaign of 19 March 2006. 

Milinkevich called for a truly democratic future for Belarus and presented himself as a real 

alternative to the authoritarianism of President Lukashenka. President Lukashenka's victory

was heavily criticised by the opposition in Belarus and abroad for vote-rigging. After

contesting, Milinkevich was arrested under various pretexts, but no charges were brought 

against him. 

Asked whether receiving the Sakharov Prize had helped his political activity, Milinkievich 

stated that 'only we can change things from within to make our country democratic and free. 

But, the solidarity shown by European leaders is very important. The more support we get 

from the EP and EU leaders the less easy it is for a dictator to continue his repression'. 

Aliaksandr Milinkevich did not stand in the Presidential elections in 2010, as he considered 

that no changes had been made to national electoral regulations to ensure fair, free and 

open elections. 

As a Sakharov Prize Laureate, Milinkievich has participated in several conferences on 

human rights organised by the European Parliament, think-tanks and civil society 

organisations. In his presentations, he has expressed concern about the repressive policies 

implemented by the dictatorial regime in power, pointing to a critical economic situation in 

Belarus with an increasing budgetary deficit leading to a real dependence, notably on 



Russia. He has called for the democratic development and the strengthening of his country's 

relations with the European Union and the USA.

The human rights situation in Belarus has further deteriorated after the 2010 elections. The 

authorities have enacted a law criminalizing behaviour deemed critical to the state. The 

silencing and imprisonment of journalists, activists, and other critics of current regime 

continues.


