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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH CANADA

32ND EP/CANADA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

9-10 NOVEMBER 2009
BRUSSELS

First Session (Monday, 9  November, 15.00-18.00)

The Chairman, Mr.Bradbourn, welcomed the guests from the Canadian House of 
Commons to the 32nd EP/Canada interparliamentary meeting

Mr Bradbourn proposed that the discussions follow the agenda agreed together with 
his Canadian counterpart; that the proposed topics for the agenda covered agriculture, 
transport, the environment - including climate change, Foreign Affairs, the financial 
crisis and EU institutional affairs.  MEPs, experts in their fields from the relevant 
committees, had been invited to introduce the different sessions.

Mr David Tilson, chairman of the Canadian delegation thanked Mr Bradbourn for the 
warm welcome; he introduced the members of his delegation.  

The draft agenda was formally adopted.

1. Overview of EU-Canada Relations

Mrs Josefin Simonsson Broden, representing the Swedish Presidency, and Mr Alex
Loebler, from the Commission (DG RELEX) introduced this first topic. The bilateral 
relationship between the EU and Canada, dates back to 1976 and is the EU's oldest 
formal relationship with any industrialised country.  Areas of common interest 
include the Arctic, climate change, visa reciprocity, cooperation in Afghanistan.  
Areas of concern for the EU are the visa restrictions imposed on Czech citizens; and,
for Canada, the EU ban on seal-hunting and the case taken out in the WTO against the 
EU.
The agreement to start negotiations for the Comprehensive Trade Agreement had been 
signed in Prague in May 2009, at the EU-Canada summit.  There was concern, and 
uncertainty, about the role of the provinces and their ability to "deliver". The first 
round of negotiations was due to take place in Ottawa in November and the second 
round scheduled for Brussels in January 2010.
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Mr Tilson reassured those present that the provinces would fully participate in the 
negotiation procedure and that measures are being taken to resolve the "Czech visa"
issue.  However, Canadians do not understand the European position regarding seal-
hunting, the ban has led to job losses and, indeed, anger, in the Maritime Provinces
and the clause for limited exemption for the Inuits does not go far enough.

Mrs Brunelle and Mr Vellacott took the floor from the Canadian delegation.

2. EU-Canada Trade Policy

Mr Christopher Fjellner, member of the International Trade Committee, introduced 
the debate.  It is estimated that the Trade agreement would bring about €1 billion 
benefit for the EU and €8 billion for Canada and an even closer partnership. 
Mr Fjellner, drew attention to three specific areas 
(1) the supply sector, in particular of dairy, pork and wheat;
(2) Government procurement agreements - an area of concern for several provinces; 
and 
(3) free movement of workers.

He also indicated that the seal-hunting ban should not affect the negotiations.

Mr Tilson agreed that supply management is very important and pointed out that EU 
agriculture subsidies are a stumbling block.

Mr Sean Kelly, MEP, took the floor and Mr Petriccione, Director DG TRADE and 
chief negotiator for the Commission, closed the debate.

3. Northern Dimension

The European Parliament Vice-President, Mrs Diane Wallis, with responsibility for 
"the Nordic dimension", opened the discussion.  She remarked that until the late '90's 
Northern policy had been very much a Russian domain and it was only with the 
accession of the Baltic States in 2004, that the region was brought to the forefront of 
attention of the European Union.  Within the European Parliament itself, an 
Intergroup dealing with Arctic issues is in the process of being created. 

The Commission had prepared a communication on Arctic policy the previous autumn 
which covers energy and mineral resources, scientific cooperation, sovereignty, 
fisheries, tourism, search and rescue, North-West passage, rights of indigenous people 
and climate change.  

Mr Tilson informed members that Canada is the third largest contributor to the
Northern Dimension partnership, and that the Arctic Council provides a forum where
Canada can engage with its Northern neighbours unilaterally.

Mrs Brunelle and Mr Vellacott took the floor from the Canadian delegation and Mr 
Sean Kelly for the European Parliament.
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4. Financial crisis 

Mr Wolf Klinz, Chairman of the Special Committee of the EP on the global, financial 
and economic crisis, pointed out that there had been many such crises in the past, but 
this one was truly global, with overall implications not just for the economy, but also 
many social aspects, including rising unemployment and debt level.  20/27 of the EU 
Member States no longer meet the Maastricht criteria.

100% mortgages, credit ratings, the failure of regulators, supervisors closing their 
eyes to certain faults, frequent use of loopholes, and banks and countries competing 
against each other were identified as causes for the crisis.

This crisis provides an opportunity to put right areas where problems had occurred, 
and, in order to avoid future crises, there should be more transparency, willingness to 
implement actions and closing off of loopholes.

Mr Peter Skinner, member of the Committee on Economic Affairs, reminded 
members that EU-Transatlantic Relations are more important than any other 
relationship and were a world trend-setter.  He warned that if Europe were to take a 
protectionist approach, the EU would lose its competitive edge.

Mr Tilson informed members that Canada had performed relatively well during the 
crisis due to a rigorous regulatory regime, mortgage interest is not tax deductible and 
Canadian banks are well-capitalised.  However, as 87% of Canada's trade is with the 
US, inevitably Canada had been affected.

The following took part in the discussion Mr Karas, Mr Kelly, Mr Vellacott and Mrs
Brunelle.

Second Session (Tuesday, 10  November,  09:00-12:30)

5. Transatlantic Relations

In his introduction, Mr Elmar Brok, Chairman of the European Parliament Delegation 
for Relations with the United States, commented that the Transatlantic economy 
accounts for over 60% of GDP.  The EU and US together form a formidable trading 
block and Canada should be included in the Transatlantic market. With the 
introduction of the Lisbon Treaty, EU-US relations will be ever more important

The US is overstretched on both military and economic fronts and has to realise that 
they need to work closely together with the EU in certain areas, for example, Iraq and
Afghanistan.  Mr Brok hoped that President Obama would be as determined in other 
policy areas as he has been in pushing for health-care reform. 

Mrs Niki Tzavela, Vice-chairman of the Delegation for Relations with the United 
States pointed out the lack of US knowledge of the EU, its work and procedures.
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6. Foreign relations and Security

Mr Arlacchi, Vice-chairman of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations 
with Afghanistan, and rapporteur for the European Parliament report on Afghanistan 
spoke about the situation in Afghanistan.  Prior to becoming an MEP, Mr Arlacchi 
had been Director General of the United Nations Office in Vienna and Executive 
Director of the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention in Afghanistan.  

The two major problems in Afghanistan are corruption and the elimination of opium.  
Most of the almost €1 billion of EU aid to Afghanistan disappears in the hands of 
corrupt government.  
The opium drug problem has existed since the 1990's, but now the trade value of 
opium amounts to $10.7 billion, with 95% of heroin production from Afghanistan
ending up with 1.5million drug users in Europe.  No other agricultural crop can obtain 
the same market price as opium. 
In his view of Mr Arlacchi, were there to be a solution for the drug problem, the 
terrorism problem would also be solved; and, the centre of terrorism is not 
Afghanistan, but Pakistan.    

Mr Kasoulides remarked that the recent elections in Afghanistan were a charade, that
there has been no improvement in the situation in Afghanistan and that public 
perception is that lives are being lost to prop up a corrupt government.

Mr Kasoulides agreed with Mr Brok on close cooperation between the US and the EU 
and added that the EU must be treated as an equal partner with the US in any 
decision-making process on the Middle East.    

Answering a question on the Lisbon Treaty, Mr Brok outlined the roles of the 
President of the European Council and the High Representative.

Mrs Rosbach, Mrs Brunelle, Mr Cercas, Mr Kasoulides and Mr Vellacot participated 
in the debate

7.        Implementation of the Lisbon Treaty

Mr Papastamkos, professor of law, and full member of the Committee on Agriculture 
and substitute member of the Committee on International Trade, both committees 
affected by the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty, highlighted changes brought 
about by the Lisbon Treaty, particularly in the trade and external action areas.

Mr Tilson and Mr Enciu participated in the debate.
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Third Session (Tuesday, 10  November,  15:00-17:30)

8.     Climate change, environment and energy security

Mr Claude Turmes, Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, 
spoke on the subject of renewable energies, making particular reference to the "20-20-
20" programme, and the problems of ensuring the security of energy supplies to 
Europe.  Europe is working very hard to decrease its dependency on Russian gas by, 
inter alia, improving energy efficiency in buildings, increasing off-shore wind 
supplies from the North Sea, creating jobs and training skilled work-force in the 
renewable energy sector, encouraging R&D of grids and feed-in systems and IT, and 
reducing red-tape.  He regretted the increase of green-house gas emissions in Canada, 
largely due to the Oil Sands development in Alberta province.

Mr Giles Chichester, Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, explained that 
55% of EU energy imports came from Russia through pipelines in the Ukraine.  
Alternative pipelines avoiding the Ukraine are Nabucco (via Central Asia and Turkey 
and a pipeline under the Baltic Sea from Russian to Germany).  In his opinion,
renewable energy is "predictably unpredictable"; up to 20% savings could be possible 
in the domain of energy efficiency in the building and transport sector.  There is a 
drive to reduce fossil fuel dependency, thus lowering CO2 emissions. Nuclear power, 
a low CO2 emitter, is a very emotive subject within the EU member states.  15 
Member States are nuclear powers, with others reviewing their policy in this area, and 
nuclear could be the new "green" policy.  There should be no "muscle-flexing" in 
petro-diplomacy with Russia, which would be counter-productive for both sides.  The 
EU is negotiating increase of supplies from Norway and is developing LNG terminals 
for gas from the Middle East and North Africa.

Mr Karl-Heinz Florenz, Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety, outlined EU policy in the run-up to the Copenhagen summit on Climate 
Change, which should be approached optimistically. An agreement could be possible, 
as had been the case for  previous conferences in Rio and Kyoto. China is working 
very hard on energy efficiency and savings, but it is very hard for any country to give 
up coal policy from one day to the next.  Improvements of up to 38% could be made 
on energy efficiency.   From a business view-point, the EU must not lose its
technological advantage.

Mrs Brunelle, Mrs Weisgerber, and Mr Enciu, Mr Vellacott, Mr Bodu and Mr Tilson 
participated in the debate.

9.     Agriculture, including food labelling and fisheries

Mrs Renate Sommer, the EP rapporteur on food-labelling gave an overview of the EU 
directive on this subject, highlighting difficulties for the transposition into national 
laws, for example, agreement on the content and form of labelling, which should 
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contain information on nutritional values, energy content, calories, and possible 
allergic reactions.  Translation into languages other than that of the country of origin 
could prove costly and problematic, particularly for SMEs, and, would take up extra 
space on the packaging, which, in itself, is counterproductive to reductions in 
packaging materials.

Mr James Nicholson, member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development, outlined the Common Agriculture Policy and the reduction from 50% 
of the total EU budget in 1989 to 40% in 2010 and further decreasing to 37% in 
2010/2014.  Its two main aims are to support farmers and to support rural 
development.  Milk quotas were to be eliminated by 2014.  The Lisbon treaty meant 
that the European Parliament now has a co-decision role in Agriculture policy.  With 
500 million people to feed in 2014, there must be some degree of security of food 
supplies.  

EU farmers complain about cheap food imports, which do not reach high standards of 
the EU, resulting with the EU agriculture sector being the most heavily-subsidised in
the world.  These subsidies create concern for Canada which has difficulty accessing 
EU markets. 

There is zero tolerance to GMO crops in some EU Member States, however with the 
ever-increasing costs of farming in Europe and ageing farmers, Europe will need grain 
imports, even if they are produce of genetically modified seeds.

Mrs Maria do Ceu Patrao Neves, member of the Committee on Fisheries, briefly
outlined EU fishing policy and the Commission's Green Paper.  The EU Common 
Fisheries Policy has existed for more than 20 years and, despite the recent reform of 
2002, is already in need of further reform.  Overfishing and by-catches continue to be
serious problems, and whilst, on the one hand, the conservation and sustainability of 
stocks need to be preserved, on the other hand, fishermen have to be able to earn a 
decent wage, and, indeed, make a profit notwithstanding the necessity of expensive 
investments in new vessels.  There has to be cooperation with Canada and the North 
Atlantic region. The Canadian fishing ban policy was acknowledged.

Mr Tilson, Mr Vellacott and Mrs Brunelle, Mrs Jeggle and Mrs Weisgerber took part 
in the debate.

-o0o-

Due to lack of time, the planned debate on Transport did not take place.

Date and place of 33rd IPM

Mr Tilson thanked Mr Bradbourn and members of the delegation for hosting his 
delegation and for the interesting and informative debates.  The 33rd IPM EU-Canada 
will take place during 2010 in Canada, probably in November, subject to the minority 
government still being in place.  
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ANNEX 1

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH CANADA

32ND EP/CANADA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

9-12 NOVEMBER 2009
BRUSSELS

PROGRAMME

Saturday 7 November

Arrival of Head of Canadian delegation
(KLM 1723 – From Amsterdam arrival Time 10:35 am)

Sunday 8 November

Arrival of the Canadian delegation (3 persons)
(Swiss Air   778 – from Zurich arrival time 10:30 am)

and transfer to

Renaissance Brussels Hotel
Rue du Parnasse 19

Brussels, 1050 Belgium
Phone: 32-2-505-2929
Fax: 32-2-505-2555

Monday 9 November 

10h30-12h00 Briefing at the Canadian Mission 
Avenue de Tervuren 2 - 1040, Brussels 
5th Floor Boardroom

12h15 Lunch at restaurant Quartier Léopold
Quartier Leopold
Place du Luxembourg, 9 Brussels 1050
Tel : 00 32 (0) 2 280 25 53

15h00–18h00 1st Working Session at the European Parliament
Meeting room A5 E2

18h15 Departure from the European Parliament

Dinner free for own arrangements
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Tuesday 10 November 

09h00 Arrival at European Parliament

09h15 Attend the Committee on Transport and Tourism
(JAN 4Q1)

10h00–12h30 2nd Working Session at the European Parliament

Meeting room A5 E2
Tel: 02–284 81 16

12h30 Lunch hosted by Mr. Philip Bradbourn, Chairman of the European 
Parliament Delegation for Relations with Canada 

Members Salon N° 6 - ground floor

15h00-18h00 3rd working session at the European Parliament
Meeting room A5 E2
Tel: 02–284 81 16

Dinner free for own arrangements

Wednesday 11 November

Excursion to Flanders 

Thursday 12 November 

9h30 Implications of the Lisbon Treaty (tbc) *
With Didier Cossé, Council of the EU, Transatlantic relations
Mission of Canada – Boardroom 3rd floor (Inside secured zone)

11h45 Arrival at the European Parliament

12h00 Observe the European Parliament plenary session - diplomatic tribune
Welcome by the presiding officer

12h45 Lunch hosted by Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, Vice-President of the 
European Parliament

PHS  - 12th floor - Presidential salon

15h00 Departure from European Parliament
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15h30-17h00 EU and Security Issues *
With Prof. Sven Biscop, Director, Security & Global Governance 
Programme, Egmont
Mission of Canada - 5th Floor Boardroom

17h00 Depart for Hotel

Evening Free

Friday 13 November

09h15 Depart for Permanent Mission of Spain
Boulevard du Régent 52 Brussels 1000 
Tel: 00 32 (0) 2 509 8611

09h30-12h00   Priorities of the Spanish Presidency *
Briefing and Discussion with Mrs Cecilia Yuste (Counsellor for 
Transatlantic relations) and Mrs Cristina Gomariz Pamblanco (Deputy
Counsellor)

Afternoon private time

Saturday 14 November

Departure of Canadian delegation (3 persons)
(Swiss Air 787 10 :00 am to Zurich)

Departure of Head of Canadian delegation
(KLM 1724 11:00am to Amsterdam)

* Event to take place in the margins of the IPM, only for the Canadian Delegation
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ANNEX 2

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH CANADA

32ND EP/CANADA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

9-10 NOVEMBER 2009
BRUSSELS 

ROOM  A5E2

AGENDA

First Session (Monday 9 November, 15.00-18.00)

1. Overview of EU-Canada Relations 

2. EU Trade relations with Canada
 state of play of the Canada-Europe Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement

3. Northern Dimension

4. Financial crisis 

Second session (Tuesday, 10 November, 10h00-12.30)

5. Transatlantic Relations

6. Foreign relations and Security 

7. Implementation of the Lisbon Treaty

Third session (Tuesday, 10 November, 15h00-18h00)

8.  Climate change, environment and energy security

9.     Agriculture, including food labelling and fisheries

10.  Transport, including open skies agreements, safe ports, 
negotiations on PNR and aviation security
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ANNEX 3

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH CANADA

32ND EP/CANADA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

9-12 NOVEMBER 2009
BRUSSELS

LIST OF CANADIAN PARTICIPANTS
(09/11/2009)

Head of delegation 

Mr David Tilson M.P. - Conservative party

Members 

Mrs. Paule Brunelle MP - Bloc Quebecois
Mr Maurice Vellacott MP - Conservative party

Staff

Mr. Philippe Méla Advisor
Ms Karin Phillips Advisor

Canada Mission
S.E. Ross HORNBY                                       Ambassador 
Mr Jean Saint-Jacques                                     Minister Counsellor and Deputy Head of 
                                                                         Mission
Tamara MAWHINNEY                                  Counsellor
Ms Nichola PAYNE                                       First Secretary
Mr Christos Sirros                                            Delegate General of Québec


