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Subject: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from fuels

Article 7a(5) of Directive 2009/30/EC sets a target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from fuels by 
at least 6 % by 2020. The directive gives the Commission a mandate to specify a method to calculate 
greenhouse gas emissions in order to achieve this target.  Under the directive, suppliers are obliged 
to publish annual reports detailing the greenhouse gas intensity of fuels supplied in any given Member 
State. The Commission is, however, yet to submit a proposal on this matter. How will the Commission 
guarantee that all necessary formalities are met on time to enable Member States and the industry to 
comply with the directive?

The Commission plans to carry out an investigation to establish the life-cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions of tar sands and oil shale, although very little fuel derived from tar sands is sold in the EU 
and this is not expected to change significantly in future. Moreover, liquid fuel derived from oil shale is 
not yet commercially produced in significant quantities. The IEA predicts slow and limited growth for 
oil shale production. Will the Commission include in its investigation an analysis of life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions of fuels currently available on the European market? How would the 
Commission react if it emerged that some fuels available in the EU have a higher CO2 intensity than 
fuels produced from tar sands?

In its letter to Members of the European Parliament dated 14 July 2010, the Commission declared 
that it had 'decided to define a specific default value for tar sands as soon as possible'. That implies 
that the results of the study were predetermined before it was even carried out. Will the Commission 
publish the project description of the study?

Commission Impact Assessment Guidelines require an impact assessment to be carried out for 
comitology procedures with a significant impact. Has the Commission already carried out such an 
impact assessment? Does it plan to do so? Are issues of compatibility with international trade law, 
administrative costs, impact on global CO2 emissions and security of supply taken into consideration 
in the process?


