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Summary

The Bureau visit took place at a very propitious moment for EU-Canada relations, following on 
from the EU-Canada summit held in Brussels on 5 May 2010 and the third round of the 
Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) negotiations.  The European Parliament 
adopted a resolution on 5 May 20101 on the preparations of the EU-Canada summit (initially 
scheduled for adoption in Strasbourg in April, but held over until May because of the decision 
not to hold votes during the Strasbourg April session due to travel disruptions caused by the 
Icelandic volcano eruption).

During the visit the members were struck by the genuine interest and positive attitude of 
Canadians towards a successful outcome of the CETA negotiations to develop trade 
opportunities in the EU and to develop market contacts away from Canada's largest trading 
partner - the US, with its increasingly protectionist tendencies.  

The Canadian side was also particularly interested to hear, directly from Europeans, about the 
economic crisis and the budgetary problems faced - or likely to be faced - by some Member 
States, in particular Greece, Spain, Portugal and Italy, and the measures taken by EU Finance 
Ministers to calm market worries and to stop a run on the Euro.

Members also appreciated the opportunity to renew contacts with their counterparts in the 
Canada-Europe Parliamentary Association (CEPA), and its chairman, Mr David Tilson.

Monday, 10 May 2010, Ottawa, Ontario

Briefing with EU Head of Mission, Mr Matthias Brinkmann, and EU embassies

The Spanish Ambassador, representing the Presidency, the British High Commissioner and the
German and EU ambassadors gave an overview of EU-Canada relations.  During 2010 Canada 
has been at the forefront of international events by its hosting of the Vancouver winter 
Olympics, the G8 and G20 ministerial meetings and the summits due to take place in June 2010.  
The CETA negotiations were moving forward at a fast pace with agreement on several chapters.  
However, difficult negotiations are to be expected on several policy areas such as public 
procurement and geographical indications (GIs).  The opening of labour markets within the EU 
implies changes within Canada itself as the provinces have to open up their internal labour 
markets and recognise the diplomas from other provinces.  Canada is actively seeking market 
opportunities outside the US, and, besides the CETA negotiations with the EU, Canada is 
currently negotiating market access to India. 

Other matters of European concern are how Canada proposes to resolve the requirement for 
Czech citizens to have visas to enter Canada.   The opening of a Canadian visa office in Prague 
is a welcome beginning and Canada is actively looking to amend its asylum laws.  The 
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importance of the Arctic region and all its related issues - territorial, security, climate change, 
mineral exploitation, the opening of the North West Passage, and the blocking by Canada and 
Russia of EU (and Italy) application as observers in the Arctic Council were discussed.

House of Commons - Lunch hosted by Mr David Tilson, Chairman of CEPA 

The lunch provided the opportunity for the MEPs to renew their acquaintance with Mr Tilson, 
recently re-elected as chairman of CEPA, and Senators and MPs, members of CEPA.  
Discussions focussed on the preparations for the 33rd EP-Canada IPM, scheduled to take place 
from 30 October-5 November in Alberta and Ottawa.   Senator Grant Mitchell  from Edmonton 
and MP Brian Jean, representing Fort McMurray, where the oil sands exploitations are actually 
located, provided more detailed information about Alberta and its economy. 

CETA Trade negotiators

The importance of a successful outcome for the CETA negotiations was once again emphasised.  
A trade deal with the EU will provide Canada with access to the 27 EU Member States, and also 
Turkey and the Balkans.  For Canada, CETA is the biggest trade agreement since NAFTA and
the EU is the richest market.

The CETA negotiators informed the MEPs about negotiations in their respective policy areas.  
The EU and Canadian negotiators are working together in a very positive fashion and hope to 
finish the negotiations by 2011.  Progress in some chapters has been slower than for others,
either because the area was new (i.e. investment) or particularly sensitive (public procurement, 
market access, geographical indications GIs) and detailed negotiations on these areas have not 
yet started.  The agriculture sector would certainly mean difficult negotiations, as the EU will 
not drop its high standards and would expect an opening-up of the Canadian milk market/dairy 
sector. Hormones in beef and production of genetically modified food remain very sensitive
issues for the EU.
Representatives from the provinces have been welcome at the negotiations and care has been 
taken to consult with stakeholders and industry. Public awareness is growing, and is generally 
positive.

MEPs reminded the negotiators of the enhanced role of the European Parliament as regards 
international trade agreements, and that the European Parliament must not be ignored during the 
process only to be presented with a "take it or leave it" agreement by the Commission at the 
very end of the procedure.

Roundtable organised by the European American Business Council (EABC)

MEPs were invited to this first event organised by the EABC in Canada.  Business executives 
attending the roundtable represented Canadian companies, or Canadian branches of American or 
International companies.  MEPs and Mr Brinkmann, EU Ambassador, gave an overview and 
introduction on EU-Canada issues.

Once more, there was great interest from the Canadian side to hear at first hand about the 
economic situation in Europe.

Tuesday, 11 May 2010, Ottawa, Ontario
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Joint meeting with Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSA) and Canadian 
Border Services agency (CBSA)

The meeting with representatives from CATSA and CBSA focused on the proposed refugee 
reform law, and changes to the immigration bill in order to deal more efficiently with refugee 
claims and to distinguish genuine refugee claimants.  Whilst direct flights from European 
capitals are welcomed, they can - and do - exacerbate the refugee problem, particularly flights 
into the Toronto area.  Sara Wiebe, Director-General of the Pre-Border Directorate - Programs 
Branch, acknowledged that visa requirements for Czech (and Bulgarian and Romanian) citizens 
is problematic for the EU and that they are actively working towards a solution, but they had 
been obliged to re-impose visas for Czech citizens due to the rising number of refugee 
claimants.

Other issues raised were Passenger Name Records (PNR), body scanning and 100% container 
scanning, and the Terrorist Financing and Tracking Programme (TFTP or SWIFT).  At its 
airports, Canada prefers to use an "effective risk management" approach with enhanced 
examination of passengers and baggage based on risk assessments rather than 100% screening
imposed by the US.  In reply to a question from Ms Wiebe about a recent European Parliament 
resolution on PNR, she was informed that although the actual agreement had indeed expired, 
airlines are still required to collect information.

An air travel security charge is imposed, with a percentage of the monies received passed onto 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Transport Canada and other organisations where 
extra security had meant extra financial burdens.   Canada has to comply with constantly 
changing US security measures after each and every terrorist scare or threat.  

The "trusted traveller" programme between the UK, US, Canada, the Netherlands, New Zealand 
and Australia was explained.  The scheme is voluntary, and effective, and involves an iris 
biometric scan - "Nexus".

Presentation by Dr Klinz at Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
(DFAIT) - "Talking Economics" 

Dr Klinz, Vice-Chairman of the Delegation for Relations with Canada and Chairman of the 
Special Committee on the Economic and Financial Crisis had been invited to make a 
presentation at the DFAIT "Talking Economics" programme.  His well-attended presentation
was very well received by an informed and interested audience.

Meeting with Mr Timothy Lane, Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada

Discussions focussed on the financial crisis in Europe and the situation as regards the Euro and 
how Canada had been less affected than other countries due to Canada's reactions to the 
financial crisis.  Ideas on global solutions and market reforms were exchanged.

Meeting with Mr John Sloan, DFAIT Director General, on G8 and G20 summit 
preparations

The Canadian government led by PM Harper tended towards an "under-promising and over-
delivering" approach in contrast to the "over-promising and under-delivering" approach of the 
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previous Liberal government (led by PM Martins).  However, the current Canadian government 
would honour commitments made by previous governments.

The G8 summit is to concentrate on its "back to basics" themes of development, peace and 
security, whereas the G20 summit - the forum for international economics, but still currently 
establishing itself and, as yet, without the track record of the G8 - would recap the commitments 
made at Washington, London and Pittsburgh, with additional agenda items such as regulatory 
reform, stimulus, resistance to protectionism, the reform of international institutions and Basel 
III (risk management).

Whilst the G8 looks at long-term issues, the G20 focuses more on short and medium-term 
issues.  The Toronto G20 summit would assess "where we are" and the Seoul G20 summit, to 
take place later on in 2010, would look at national policies.

A Canadian priority for the G8 summit is maternal and child health care, one of the Millenium 
Development Goals (MDGs), and they seek to actively involve philanthropic organisations 
(such as WHO, Gates foundation).

An accountability report of all commitments - aspirations or concrete - made at previous G8 
summits is being prepared with an assessment as to whether these commitments are actually
achievable or not.

Bedford Institute of Oceanography

During an interesting and informative visit of the Government-owned Institute of 
Oceanography; members were briefed about the Institutes' main research activities into aquatic 
environmental protection, fish stocks, oil dispersion (with an internationally-renowned team of 
experts from the Institute actually in the Gulf of Mexico monitoring the BP oil spill) and Arctic 
tracking and mapping (sovereignty and passage issues).

Roundtable discussion with Nova Scotia Business Inc.

The discussions with Nova Scotian businessmen focused, once again, on CETA negotiations 
and the situation in Europe and the functioning of the EU and its institutions.  MEPs, again, 
insisted on the importance of the provinces' active involvement in the procedure.

Halifax Stanfield international airport 

Halifax international airport is the 7th largest airport in Canada with a turnover of around 4 
million passengers.  It has US "pre-clearance" status, which is necessary in order for it to 
remain competitive and serve as a hub between North America and Europe.  It is actively 
seeking new routes including direct flights - commercial and tourist - to various European cities.  

Members were taken on a guided tour of the facility, which included the US customs and 
immigration desks, full body scanners and the Nexus (iris scanning facility).

Wednesday, 12 May 2010, Halifax, Nova Scotia
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Prince Edward Island (PEI) Legislative Assembly 

The island province of PEI has around 140,000 inhabitants and is the smallest of the Canadian 
provinces.  The provincial capital is Charlottetown, with 58,600 residents.  There are 27 
Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs).  PEI's main economy is based on income from 
agriculture (mainly potatoes), fish, tourism, aviation and aerospace products, and bioscience.

It became quite clear from the discussions with Ministers, Members and officials of the 
provincial government that PEI is very dynamic in its outlook; it is vigorously seeking new 
markets for its niche agriculture products and exploring new avenues to encourage inward 
investment, and to attract university students, to the specialised aerospace and bioscience fields.

Trade opportunities offered by CETA would be very welcome in order to diversify from the
predominant US market and, indeed, the European markets are closer to PEI than the Western 
Canadian seaboard.  PEI aims to increase the 11% trade flow to the EU by expansion, in 
particular, of the specialised seafood market (mussels, oysters, lobsters) and potatoes and 
bioscience.  

PEI is actively developing alternative energies, with 18% of its energy supply provided by wind 
energy and 10% from biomass.   Hydro and nuclear power is purchased from the neighbouring 
provinces of Quebec and Newfoundland.  PEI is strongly committed to CO2 reductions and is 
further advanced in reaching government targets than most of the other provinces.  Climate 
change is a real worry for the "Islanders" as rising seas will engulf much of the island, and, with 
less ice, coastal erosion will occur as there will be less protection from storms.  

60% of PEI's economy is based on agriculture income. Agriculture is a provincial responsibility, 
with some federal jurisdiction in the phyto-sanitary fields; food for internal consumption is 
subject to provincial inspections and, out-of-province, to federal inspections.  As regards
production of non-GMO food, this will be market-driven 

During the discussion on the CETA negotiations and, in particular, on the EU's insistence on 
Geographical Indications,  PEI members and officials indicated that they are ready to respect 
these obligations.  Whilst recognising that there will be difficulties in the agriculture domain, as 
both Canada and the EU's markets are full, they feel that there is potential for their speciality 
products (lobsters and seafood), but tariffs and market access for these products remain a worry. 
However, on this, and, on other tricky areas of negotiation, they remain confident that it will be 
possible to find common agreement through dialogue.

Thursday, 13 May 2010 - Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
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Renewable Energy Presentation

Following on from the energy introduction at the previous meeting, more details were given as 
to the Island's energy production and consumption.  

Without a local supply of natural gas and oil resources, Prince Edward Island is heavily reliant 
on imported sources of energy. Wind resources provide approximately 18% of the province’s 
electricity supply and the remainder from oil (63%): and nuclear power 19%, supplied by New 
Brunswick Province via two submarine cables connected to the mainland.

PEI is striving to reach the goal of producing 30% of electricity from renewable energy sources 
by 2013 and aims to develop an export market to the US New England States for wind energy.

Hydro energy is mainly produced in the provinces of Quebec, Manitoba and British Columbia, 
whilst the nuclear provinces are Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick.

Veterans Affairs Department

The Canadian Veteran Affairs Department has 4,000 employees all over Canada.  With 1,200 
employees based in PEI at the government department headquarters, these jobs provide a major 
economic stimulus for the Island.

The traditional care provided for citizen soldiers from WWII is no longer suitable for career 
soldiers from Afghanistan with mental health conditions.  The focus has moved from home care 
to providing vocational training and rehabilitation for a transition back to civilian life, with 
psycho-socio and medical follow-up.

BioCluster Presentation (on UPEI Campus)

A presentation of the university was made by the Dean, Wade McLauchlan.  The university is 
particularly renowned for aquatic health and disease research programmes, and over 50% of its 
post-graduate students come from outside Canada; the Atlantic Veterinary College is also 
recognised world-wide.  Efforts are being made to develop UPEI as a research hub for 
bioclusters (nutrisciences, bioscience, human and animal health).  The PEI government is very 
supportive of scientific and technological innovation which they see leading to economic growth 
for the Island.

Tour of National Research Council (NRC) Nutriscience and Health Centre (on UPEI 
Campus)

The delegation was taken on a tour of the impressive research and laboratory facilities.  
Research facilities are available for short or long-term projects and are shared by government, 
industry, start-up ventures and academic researchers. The "individual made-to-measure"
approach for use of the research facilities has proven very successful and there are plans for 
future expansion.
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Visit to the Postma Brothers' mixed farm (potatoes and dairy) – Newton, PEI

The visit to PEI ended with a visit to the potato and dairy farm of the Postma family. The 
grandparents emigrated from the Netherlands to PEI in the 1950s and, together with their 
family, born and raised in Canada (8 sons, one daughter and 17 grandchildren), have farmed for 
over 50 years on the Island in very harsh climatic conditions.

Nova Scotia Legislative Assembly

The province of Nova Scotia is the 2nd smallest province, with 940,500 inhabitants, 383,000 
residing in Halifax, the provincial capital. There are 52 Members of the Legislative Assembly 
(MLAs).  Key products of Nova Scotia are agriculture, fisheries (lobsters, oysters, and whole 
fish) and paper.

The discussions with Ministers, members and officials of the provincial assembly focused on the 
CETA negotiations, environmental protection in Nova Scotia, economic growth in the province.  
Again, there was great interest to hear the European viewpoint about the financial crisis in 
Europe.  The visit culminated with a Tour of Province House, the oldest legislature in the 
country.

Port of Halifax

Halifax is the second largest (after Vancouver) of the 18 port authorities in Canada.  Whilst the 
greater Halifax region itself has only 375,000 inhabitants, and Nova Scotia province 950,000 
inhabitants, the port facility provides a service for 2.3 million inhabitants, by providing deep-
water access for goods and market access to the four Canadian Atlantic provinces and to the 
northern US states, thereby reaching 40% of North America with 43% purchasing power.

Trade had seen a downturn in 2008, but had picked up during the first quarter of 2010 and it was 
hoped that a successful outcome of CETA would provide more opportunities for market access 
to the EU, and the Balkan states.

The port has, as a minimum, to comply with all US security standards and requirements, such as 
radio-frequency identification (RFID) tagging, container scanning, radiation screening and X-
ray scanning.  The Chairman, Mr Bradbourn, handed over a copy of the Commission's 
document on 100% container scanning to the port representatives and explained that this is a 
cause of great concern for European port authorities.

Friday, 14 May 2010,  Halifax, Nova Scotia


