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Subject: EU-Canada trade relations

Bearing in mind that the Commission aims to conclude the negotiations on the EU-
Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) by the end of 
2011, can it answer the following questions:

1. With the negotiations at such an advanced stage, can the Commission evaluate 
the EU’s offensive and defensive interests and – based on its impact assessment –
the foreseeable sectoral benefits and losses and socio-economic consequences for 
the EU as a result of the final agreement?

2. What is the basis for the Commission’s expectation that the CETA negotiations 
can be concluded in 2011?

3. Has an understanding been reached on whether a ‘positive list’ or a ‘negative list’ 
approach will be used with regard to services liberalisation, is there an agreement on 
the definition and protection of ‘services of general interest’, and what are the 
prospects of Canada opening up sub-federal procurement markets?

4. Are there any substantial differences between EU and Canadian sanitary and 
phytosanitary (SPS) standards which could have a negative impact on the EU’s 
agricultural sector?

5. Can the Commission ensure that the final agreement will include a sustainable 
development chapter consistent with Parliament’s demands, and inform Parliament 
about Canadian environmental standards and their compatibility with EU standards?

6. What impact do the regulatory cooperation provisions have in terms of legislative 
initiatives on both sides?

7. Can the Commission explain why it did not wait for Parliament to adopt its report 
on the future EU investment policy before proposing a draft mandate for investment 
negotiations to the Council, clarify its intentions regarding both the content of and the 
timeframe for the investment negotiations, and ensure that the potential investor-to-
state dispute settlement mechanism will not inhibit future legislation in sensitive 
policy areas?

8. Has the environmental impact of oil sands drilling been discussed and taken into 
account in the negotiations, and, in particular, is the Commission of the opinion that 
the Fuel Quality Directive (98/70/EC) would fall under the CETA’s regulatory 
cooperation requirements?

9. Will Canada’s request to the WTO for the establishment of a formal dispute 
resolution panel to review the EU ban on seal products affect the CETA negotiations, 
and, if so, how?




