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1. RUSSIA'S ARCTIC HOLDS 100 BILLION TONS OF OIL, GAS, SAYS MINISTER

Russia's Arctic territories are estimated to contain up to 100 billion tons of oil and gas 
and the nation needs to defend its claim to those riches, a Cabinet minister said Tuesday. 
Natural Resources Minister Yuri Trutnev's statement comes as Russia is strengthening 
efforts to defend its claims to parts of the Arctic, which is believed to contain as much as 
a quarter of the Earth's undiscovered oil and gas. Russia, the U.S., Canada, Denmark and 
Norway have all been trying to assert jurisdiction over parts of the region, which is 
promising new opportunities to tap its oil and gas resources as the polar ice shrinks. «Our 
sector in the Arctic is estimated to contain up to 100 billions tons of resources,» Trutnev 
told a small circle of reporters on Tuesday. Russia, Canada and Denmark are planning to 
file claims to the UN to prove their respective rights to the Lomonosov Ridge, an 
underwater mountain range. Russia first submitted its claim in 2001 to the U.N., but it 
was sent back for lack of evidence. Russia will spend 2 billion rubles ($64 million) on 
research in the next three years to prove its claims, Trutnev said Tuesday. The Kremlin's 
point man for the polar regions said Monday that Russia would speed up collection of 
scientific data and submit it to the United Nations in 2013, matching a similar claim that 
Canada plans to file the same year. NO RUSH Trutnev said the government will not 
going to rush to search for energy riches in the Lomonosov ridge if it wins the case. 
«Lomonosov is about working for the future,» he said. «I don't think we will start to 
develop this territory immediately.» Russia and Norway signed a maritime border treaty 
for the energy-rich Barents Sea last week, paving the way for more offshore oil and gas 
production. The two countries have already begun tapping mineral riches buried beneath 
the floor of the Barents Sea. Norway's Statoil brought its Snoehvit natural gas field on 
line in 2007. Meanwhile, Russia's Gazprom, in conjunction with Statoil and France's 
Total, is developing the Shtokman gas field. Russia's section of the Barents Sea is 
estimated to hold tens of billion tons of oil and gas, and scientists are expecting to 
discover one to two giant deposits and 5 to 7 major ones, Trutnev said. Critics have cast 
doubts over Russia's plans to focus on oil and gas production in East Siberia and the 
Arctic shelf where weather conditions and lack of local expertise makes oil and gas 
production unprofitable. Trutnev argued that developing offshore fields will yield long-
term benefits for stagnant sectors of Russia's economy, such as shipbuilding. An Arctic 
strategy paper signed in 2008 by Russian President Dmitry Medvedev said the polar 
region must become Russia's «top strategic resource base» by 2020. Trutnev said 
Tuesday that this goal is feasible, considering the Arctic fields that are already under 
development _ like Shtokman or Prirazlomnoye in the Barents Sea, which are expected 
to begin producing oil and gas in 2012.



2. EU DELAYS GREEN TAXES ON CANADA OIL SANDS 

Europe has yielded to Canadian pressure by delaying possible green trade barriers to 
Canada's highly polluting oil sands, but only for one year, a leaked document shows. 
Canada has repeatedly warned that draft EU standards to promote greener fuels will 
harm the market for its oil sands -- tar-like oil that is trapped in sediment and forms the 
world's second-largest proven crude reserves after Saudi Arabia. A recent draft of the 
European Union's "fuel quality directive" calculates greenhouse gas emissions from 
myriad transport fuels, from hydrogen to diesel, but says oil sands will only be evaluated 
some time before Dec. 31, 2011 -a year later than plans made as recently as June. All 
other fuels will be dealt with by the end of this year, with the aim of guiding industry on 
which fuels are best suited to the EU's goal of cutting carbon emissions to one fifth 
below 1990 levels over the next decade. The European Union and Canada are in the 
middle of free trade talks, and the issue of tar sands has become hot. Relations are 
already strained after the EU banned imports of seal products last July on animal welfare 
grounds, a move Canada is challenging at the World Trade Organization. Canada has 
written to EU environment officials warning any attempt at green regulation could create 
"barriers to trade". Europe seems to have taken the advice. "The Commission shall 
propose by Dec. 31, 2011 how to address high greenhouse gas intensity sources," says 
the document seen by Reuters on Monday. "This proposal shall, in particular, introduce 
default values for fossil fuels derived from tar sands and oil shale." The Commission had 
initially proposed that tar sands be ascribed a greenhouse gas value of 107 grams per 
megajoule of fuel, making it clear to buyers that it had far greater environmental impact 
than diesel at 87.4 grams or petrol at 85.8 grams. But the Commission has since dropped 
the oils sands value, and now argues the science is too uncertain to act. MEPs 
UNHAPPY  MEPs accuse the Commission of bowing to industry and thereby 
undermining its own climate objectives. They cite 12 scientific studies that put the 
impact close to 107 grams. "We are talking about an activity that is expected to 
destroy...one quarter of the intact forests of this world," Greek socialist politician Kriton 
Arsenis told Philip Owen, one of the Commission's top climate officials, in a debate last 
week. Dutch Green politician Bas Eickhout added: "If you know the number for 
investment in tar sands in the coming years: it's 379 billion euros. If the Commission 
does not send out a signal now that we are putting forward a value on tar sands, we are 
giving the wrong signal." Owen warned against impatience and said the work was 
underway. "We are saying that by the end of 2011, which is not so far away, there will 
be a default value for tar sands," Owen replied. "This is already a very clear sign to the 
industry."



3. FLASH REPORT ON THE PARLIAMENTARY LONG-GUN REGISTRY

Canadian parliamentarians vote to preserve the registry of long-guns

Summary

On Wednesday 22 September, day three after the resumption of Parliament, members 
were asked to vote on Bill C-391 - an Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Firearms 
Act (or repeal of the long-gun registry). Bill C-391, a private member's bill (a Bill which 
does not usually become law) was introduced in the Senate in April 2009 by a 
Conservative MP and has sparked much parliamentary debate ever since. The results of 
Wednesday's vote were as predicted - 153 MPs voted in favour of abolishing the long-
gun registry and 151 MPs voted in support of preserving it. Liberal Leader Michael 
Ignatieff and Bloc Québécois Leader Gilles Duceppe had indicated their intention to vote 
in support of preserving the registry. As such, the registry's fate was up to the New 
Democratic Party (NDP) whose members are free to vote however they wish on private 
member's bills. NDP leader, Jack Layton was less decisive in his vote intention -
suggesting that the registry remain but with certain modifications.

Detail

For the last 15 years since the registry which obliges gun owners to register all shotguns 
and rifles was introduced, it has represented a subject of debate and a has been criticised 
as a  waste of government funds, for gun owners and non-gun owners alike. This issue 
was touted during the last months as a potentially highly divisive one that could indeed 
lead to an election, with the Conservatives strongly opposed to the registry, the Liberals 
and the Bloc Quebecois united in their support for the registry.  

The long-gun registry was put in place in 1995 by then Liberal Justice Minister Allan 
Rock (also previous President of University of Ottawa) in response to the shootings of 
over 30 students (mostly female) at l'Ecole Polytechnique and Concordia University, 
both in Montreal. These events resonated particularly with urban female voters and the 
Liberals at the time, assured Canadians that the registry would curb gun crimes and 
shootings. The registry has been described by opponents as a costly, ineffective intrusion 
on law-abiding gun owners. However, advocates of the registry see it as an essential tool 
for police officers, which is helpful in reducing criminal and accidental shootings. 

Recent polls indicate that 72% of Canadians believe the registry has been unsuccessful -
as such this percentage would be potentially against preserving the programme. Media 
sources report that Canadian taxpayers pay at least $185 million a year for costs 
associated with the registry. According to a report by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP), the registry costs $87 million a year in addition to approximately $98 
million in associated costs such as policing, courts and legal aid - an annual total cost of 
approximately $185 million.

Comment

In the still shaky economic climate, the Conservatives are vowing to continue their fight 
against the gun registry. Prime Minister Stephen Harper is adamant that his party will 
continue their efforts until the registry is abolished. Some political analysts suggest that 
while the result of the vote is an outright victory for the Liberals (they managed to whip 



all members into voting in favour of the gun registry), the decision by parliament to 
preserve the registry is not necessarily a defeat for the Conservatives. 

As neither major party is certain of a majority victory in any upcoming election, it 
remains unclear as to the precise reasons for forcing a vote on this issue at this time. The 
Conservatives continue to try to secure the rural votes and be better placed to win the 
additional seats needed to gain the long sought after majority in the next federal election. 
Meanwhile, some analysts suggest that >this was a means for both parties to "test the 
waters" and determine the interest of voters at this moment. This could also indicate the 
onset of yet another Fall election phase, with both parties knowing full well that 
triggering an election now could still be risky business. 

Prepared by the Political and Public Affairs Section
EU Delegation, Ottawa - CANADA - 23/09/2010



4. EU APPEARS TO BACK DOWN ON CANADA'S TAR SANDS

ANDREW WILLIS

04.10.2010 @ 18:26 CET

EUOBSERVER /BRUSSELS - EU climate commissioner Connie Hedegaard appears to 
have temporarily backed down from plans to make reference to Canada's controversial 
tar sands in the EU's upcoming directive on fuel quality. 

As recently as June, the commission's climate directorate had suggested that figures 
estimating the energy efficiency of the fuel would be included in this December's 
proposal, along with an array of data on other fuels such as petrol and hydrogen. 

Tar sands extraction in Fort McMurray, Canada (Photo: CanadaGood)

But a leaked a draft seen by Reuters on Monday (4 October) appears to confirm earlier 
reports that tar oil will be left out of the list, with angry environmentalists blaming 
pressures within the commission, as well as from Canada. 

Canada had feared that inclusion of the tar sands in the EU's forthcoming fuel quality 
directive would amount to a prohibitive barrier against trade, with the two sides currently 
negotiating a free-trade agreement. 

Sources say Canada's mission to the European Union has been active in lobbying on the 
issue, with the tar sands in the North American country's Alberta region estimated to be 
the second largest reserve in the world after those under Saudi Arabia. 

The commission's trade department is also thought to have been unhappy with the 
inclusion of tar oils on the list. 

But environmental groups point to the large amount of energy needed to extract the oil 
from the sediment in which it lies, arguing that future imports would go against the EU's 
plans to reduce transport CO2 emissions by 10 percent on 1990 levels over the next 
decade. 

Instead, the draft text suggests the tar sands will be evaluated at some point before 
December 2011, a year later than previously anticipated, with the commission justifying 
the decision to leave the fuel out on the basis of a lack of scientific data. 

The omission has produced alarm however. 



"We see the commission as unwilling to include a value on oil sands, even though they 
have a value," Greenpeace transport policy advisor Franziska Achterberg told this 
website. "We think the value should be included and if it needs to be renewed in a year 
then it can be."

Although almost no tar oil is imported into the EU at present, environmental lobbies say 
this is set to change with the building of a pipeline from Canada's Alberta region to the 
Gulf of Mexico.



5. ACCESS TO CANADIAN CONTRACTS AT CENTRE OF CANADA-EU FREE-
TRADE TALKS

By Peter O'Neil, Europe Correspondent, Postmedia News October 7, 2010 4:05 PM 
PARIS — Canada is facing mounting pressure from two opposing forces as it prepares 
for the next round of negotiations later this month on a comprehensive Canada-European 
Union free-trade agreement.

Business interests on both sides of the Atlantic are pushing the federal and provincial 
governments to come up with a serious offer in response to Europe's top demand —
access to the lucrative business of federal, provincial and municipal government 
procurement of goods and services.

But Canadian municipalities are among the groups voicing concerns about the 
implications of opening up bidding on major government or Crown corporation contracts 
in areas such as power generation, city transportation, hospital equipment and water-
treatment plants.

"It is fairly urgent that they come up with their offers" on procurement, said Jason 
Langrish, executive director of the Canadian pro-trade lobby group called the Canada 
Europe Roundtable.

A major offer on procurement — Europe's No. 1 demand — is needed to trigger the kind 
of serious horse-trading necessary to strike an "ambitious" deal by the target date of late 
2011, he said.

A completed deal would, according to government estimates, boost two-way trade by 20 
per cent and give the economy a $12-billion annual boost.

But Canadian mayors have begun pressuring Ottawa to either fully or partly shield the 
municipal sector, estimated to be worth just less than $100 billion a year.

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities, in a letter to International Trade Minister 
Peter Van Loan last month, urged the federal government to find ways to at least partly 
shield cities from rules that would deny them the ability to favour local companies.

"A trade deal must recognize strategic and public interest considerations before barring 
preferential treatment based on country of origin," wrote federation president Hans 
Cunningham, who wasn't available for an interview Thursday.

"Within a specific region, industries of strategic significance may exist: transit, or 
projects where considerations of quality, public benefit, environmental protection or 
business ethics require local government to implement minimum Canadian-content 
levels."

The Union of B.C. Municipalities went even further at its convention last month, passing 
a resolution asking that municipalities receive a "clear, permanent exemption" from the 
deal.

Van Loan, who has in the past complained about the lack of media controversy about the 
negotiations, declined requests for an interview this week.



But he issued a statement to Postmedia News Thursday saying the federal government is 
"pleased with the level of ambition" shown by provincial governments.

"We encourage them to continue working with this ambition, including in areas of 
provincial, territorial and municipal government procurement."

Adrian Van Den Hoven, spokesman for the Brussels-based lobby group Business 
Europe, said he was told by the EU that it expects an imminent Canadian offer on 
procurement.

But a Canadian negotiator said it's not yet clear if one will be tabled when talks take 
place during the week of October 18-22. But he said a formal proposal will go to the 
Europeans "certainly" by December, a month before the next round of talks.

If Prime Minister Stephen Harper and provincial premiers cave in to municipal demands 
"that's not going to go down well (in Brussels), I'm afraid," said Brussels-based policy 
analyst Hosuk Lee-Makiyama.

"Public procurement is one of the areas where the EU is relatively liberated, and where 
the EU would like to see its model exported abroad."

The Canadian government is seeking a wide range of concessions from Europe to create 
greater access to a market of a half-billion people. The 27 member-country EU already 
represents Canada's second-largest trade partner.

Canada wants to remove non-tariff (that is, red tape) barriers on goods and services as 
well as remove existing tariffs on goods such as aluminum and forest products. Canada 
also wants greater access for beef, pork and various agricultural products.

The EU, which reluctantly agreed in 2008 to open negotiations despite past Canada-EU 
trade failures, seeks greater patent protection for pharmaceutical products and for 
products with so-called geographic indicators, such as Parma ham and feta cheese.

EU officials said it would be difficult to imagine a deal without a significant agreement 
on procurement, while Langrish said the municipalities are on shaky political ground if 
they're seeking to protect local jobs.

"Why should the taxpayer be asked to subsidize these jobs?" Langrish asked. "Shouldn't 
the taxpayers get the most competition, which produces the best option at lower prices?"

© Copyright (c) Postmedia News

Read more: 
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/Access+Canadian+contracts+centre+Canada+free+t
rade+talks/3639127/story.html#ixzz11hwzGhDN



6. UAE, BLACKBERRY RESOLVE DISPUTE, AVERTING BAN

The United Arab Emirates backed off a threat to cut key services on BlackBerry smart 
phones Friday, just days before the ban was set to take effect. The Gulf federation, home 
to the region's business hub and largest airport in Dubai, was planning to shut off 
BlackBerry messaging, e-mail and Web browsing services Monday over security 
concerns. Half a million local users and travelers with foreign BlackBerrys would have 
been affected. The Emirates telecommunications regulator confirmed that a deal had 
been reached with device maker Research in Motion Ltd. that brought the devices into 
compliance with local laws. «All Blackberry services in the UAE will continue to 
operate as normal and no suspension of service will occur» as planned Monday, the 
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority said in a statement carried by state news 
agency WAM. It wasn't clear what concessions, if any, the Canadian device maker made 
to avert the ban. But the TRA, which has provided few details of what it is seeking, 
acknowledged «the positive engagement and collaboration of Research In Motion (RIM) 
in reaching this regulatory compliant outcome». The wording of the statement suggested 
the reprieve was permanent.



7. CANADA ANGERED BY UN SECURITY COUNCIL DEFEAT

Le Canada a accueilli avec stupeur et amertume son échec inédit aux portes du Conseil 
de sécurité, auquel il ne voulait pas croire, en dépit de plusieurs facteurs jouant contre 
lui. C'est la première fois depuis la création des Nations unies qu'Ottawa subit 
l'humiliation d'être candidat et d'échouer. "Ce refus, ou le fait que le Canada s'est retiré 
pour ne pas perdre la face, est véritablement une gifle pour la politique étrangère 
d'Ottawa des dernières années", a dit à l'AFP Jonathan Paquin, politologue spécialiste de 
la politique étrangère à l'université Laval, à Québec. Le chef de la diplomatie canadienne 
Lawrence Cannon a choisi d'en rejeter la responsabilité sur le leader de l'opposition 
libérale Michael Ignatieff, affirmant qu'à cause de ses commentaires acerbes sur la 
candidature à l'ONU "le pays n'avait pas parlé d'une seule voix". M. Ignatieff a 
effectivement eu des mots durs à l'égard du gouvernement conservateur qui, selon lui, 
"avait fondamentalement ignoré les Nations unies pendant quatre ans". Il s'était demandé 
"si ce gouvernement méritait une place" au Conseil de sécurité. Mais cette explication 
officielle a été repoussée sans hésitation par deux analystes interrogés par l'AFP. "Les 
raisons de cet échec, qui embarrasse beaucoup le Canada, n'ont rien à avoir avec les 
remarques d'Ignatieff", déclare Errol Mendes, professeur de droit à l'Université d'Ottawa. 
"Savez-vous ce que notre ministre des Affaires étrangères a fait à ce propos? Il a appelé 
les diplomates étrangers à Ottawa pour se plaindre. Je pense que nous avons un 
gouvernement immature et une politique étrangère particulièrement immature", ajoute-t-
il. Jugement partagé par M. Paquin.  Mendes estime que la politique des conservateurs 
en matière d'environnement et leur attitude au sommet de Copenhague sur le changement 
climatique ont "beaucoup inquiété l'Europe". "Les Européens ont été très en colère et ne 
l'ont pas oublié", pense-t-il. De même, la politique canadienne au Proche-Orient "ne nous 
a pas aidés", ajoute l'universitaire dans une allusion au soutien sans faille d'Ottawa à la 
politique israélienne. "Et le tournant que nous avons opéré en direction de l'Amérique 
Latine a eu un impact en Afrique", où l'aide canadienne a été réduite. Mendes craint que 
l'humiliation subie à New York ne rende la politique étrangère d'Ottawa "pire qu'avant". 
PORTUGAL MORE CREDIBLE THAN CANADA  Le gouvernement "blâmera 
l'Afrique et le Proche-Orient et durcira encore son attitude" à leur égard, "et je ne 
m'attends pas à ce que sa position sur le climat évolue", prédit l'universitaire. Pour une 
éditorialiste du quotidien montréalais La Presse, Agnès Gruda, ce que le Canada pouvait 
mettre à son crédit à l'ONU "c'était sa grandeur passée. L'époque où il a joué un rôle de 
premier plan dans la lutte contre l'apartheid, ou celle où il a été l'architecte de la Cour 
pénale internationale, ou encore quand il a fait campagne en faveur d'une convention 
internationale des droits des enfants". Mais, conclut  Paquin, "ce qu'on cherchait, c'est un 
bon citoyen international (...) et on a jugé que le Portugal en était un meilleur que le 
Canada. C'est aussi simple que cela".


