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First session: Tuesday, 14 June 2010, 15.00 – 17.30

1. Opening of meeting and introductory speeches
The Chair of the European Parliament Delegation, Mr Crescenzio Rivellini, welcomed all 
those present. He stressed the significance of the interparliamentary meetings and their role in 
promoting mutual understanding and the deepening of the EU-China relationship. He 
highlighted the importance for the parliamentary delegations on both sides to travel outside 
the capitals and to learn more about the great cultural and geographical diversity of Europe 
and China.

Mr Rivellini noted that the meeting came at a time when the EU was facing one of the most 
serious threats in its history - the sovereign debt crisis in the euro zone. He emphasised the 
strong bonds of solidarity that held the EU member states together and that would help them 
to overcome the crisis. He thanked the Chinese for the assistance that they had provided and 
believed that this would bring the two populations closer. He stressed that the crisis had 
shown the high degree of internal interdependence in Europe, noting that most of the progress 
in the building of Europe had come at times of crisis.  

The Co-Chair recalled that it had been agreed at the most recent EU-China summit in October 
2010 that the strategic partnership needed to be strengthened, particularly at a time when the 
effects of the financial crisis on the economic, political and security landscape were becoming 
increasingly evident. The Chinese and EU leaders had therefore agreed to promote bilateral 
trade and investment, to remove trade barriers and to work towards developing a favourable 
business climate. 

Mr Rivellini noted that the first visit to China by the President of the Council, Herman van 
Rompuy, had taken place in the previous month. This visit had demonstrated the importance 
which the EU attached to the strategic partnership and to the vast potential for cooperation in 
areas such as climate change.

He made reference to China's 12th Five Year Plan on economic and social development, 
arguing that its progress would have a significant impact on the European Union, as China 
was the EU's second largest trading partners and the EU was China's first export market. He 
stressed that economic interdependence was a political reality. An important factor in 
addressing global disequilibrium was an economically strong China with a more balanced 
regional development, fewer social inequalities and a population enjoying a greater 
purchasing power. 

Mr Rivellini concluded by noting that a new geopolitical world order was emerging and that 
increased powers brought new responsibilities. The global structure of world governance 
needed reform in order to reflect these new realities. He underlined the primary values of 
democracy and dignity, while recognising the importance of respecting the autonomy of all 
states. The EU and China had - in the words of Mr van Rompuy - approaches that were shared 
but different. There was a need for open and frank dialogue in a relationship that was 
characterised by intensified cooperation and mutual respect.  The global challenges facing the 
world - climate change, energy security, disaster relief and fighting transnational organised 
crime - called for a joint response. 

Mr Zha Peixin, Chair of the China delegation, thanked Mr Rivellini. He noted that it was the 
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fourth time that he had been in the European Parliament and that it was the 30th anniversary
of the establishment of the EU-China IPM, which had begun during the Presidency of Simone 
Veil. He also welcomed the increased frequency of the meetings and the visits to places 
outside Brussels and Beijing. These enabled each side to learn more about the other, as 
"seeing was believing". He considered that the long term foundations were in place for a 
sound and stable relationship.  

Mr Zha outlined the development of the EU-Chinese relationship since it had been formally 
established in 1975. He pointed to the significant increase in trade between the two sides and 
the growth of people to people exchanges. There were now 230,000 Chinese students in the 
EU and 26,000 European students studying in China. 2012 had been designated the Year of 
EU-China Intercultural Dialogue. 

He stressed that the world was still unstable and faced many challenges, including climate 
change and energy and food security. The next few years would be of huge importance and it 
was essential to ensure that there was equality and mutual trust.  China supported the process 
of EU integration and the EU should have an "impartial attitude" towards developments in 
China. China's per capita GDP still lagged behind that of the EU and divergences remained in 
employment and regional development. China's growth provided an opportunity and not a 
threat. Beijing did not menace other countries and was a reliable partner for the EU. He 
welcomed EU support for the "One China" policy and stressed that Tibet was an "inseparable 
part of China" and that discussion of the situation in the region was a purely internal affair. 

Mr Zha underlined that the world was very diverse and that it was essential to find common 
ground. China did not intend to impose its system beyond its borders and would not be a copy 
of other countries. He pointed to increased EU investment in China and Chinese direct 
investment in Europe. He underlined that Beijing honoured its WTO obligations and was a 
responsible member of the world community. He noted in particular that China provided the 
largest number of peace-keeping forces in the world and had also granted debt relief to 49 of 
the world's poorest countries. 

Mr Zha concluded by recognising that it was natural that the EU and China did not agree on 
everything. Nevertheless he believed that the relationship was extremely strong and that the 
two sides were not enemies but partners.

2. Adoption of draft agenda 

The draft agenda was adopted.

3. Developments in Foreign Policy
- Global Governance and multilateralism
- Relations with the neighbourhood:

a) China: notably North Korea and Myanmar;
b) EU: notably North Africa and Middle East

Mr Menendez del Valle stressed that the emergence of China, India and Brazil as economic 
powers in recent years had transformed the world. He noted that China had initially pursued a 
cautious geostrategic policy, in line with the principles enunciated by Deng Xiaoping; 
however this was starting to change and Beijing was becoming more assertive on the world 
stage. This development had been accelerated by the 2008 global economic and financial 
crisis. President Hu Jintao was now striving to increase China's political role, while also 
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seeking to promote a "friendlier" image that emphasised peace and development.  Accession 
to the WTO had also involved the acceptance of important international commitments. China 
and other rising powers had supported global development by pushing for funding to be 
provided more quickly to the world's poorer countries.

Mr Menendez del Valle echoed the previous speaker by highlighting the active role that China 
was playing on the United Nations Security Council and its support for peace-keeping 
missions. He argued that closer involvement in the United Nations had brought about 
significant changes in China, such as the reduction in the number of offences carrying the 
death penalty; a greater emphasis on sustainable development, and tougher anti-corruption 
legislation. Beijing had also increasingly come round to supporting the principle of 
"Responsibility to Protect" (RtoP), having previously argued that there was no basis in 
international law for humanitarian intervention. Mr Menendez noted that China had abstained 
on UN resolution 1973 on Libya but was blocking efforts to pass a resolution on Syria.

He stressed that the EU and the world had to work with a united and powerful China. China, 
in its turn, had to accept the obligations that came with being a global power and be prepared 
to share the burdens involved in developing a sustainable planet. 

Ms Trüpel underlined her support for an open dialogue and a stable relationship between the 
EU and China, enriched by extensive cultural exchanges and people to people contacts.  She 
referred to the "Art of Enlightenment" exhibition in Beijing, which was Germany's largest-
ever overseas art exhibition, as an example of these exchanges. However she regretted that 
around the same time as the exhibition had opened, the Chinese authorities had arrested the 
artist, Ai Weiwei. Ms Trüpel referred to the campaign for his release, including 
demonstrations in Berlin and her hometown of Bremen.

Mr Zha Peixin commented that such subjects were for the following day's agenda; however he 
felt it appropriate to respond immediately. He contended that criminals were also imprisoned 
in the EU and that China was a country governed by the rule of law with an independent 
judiciary. He did not consider such interference in Chinese affairs to be helpful. 

He stressed that global governance was a prominent issue for the international community and 
that many challenges had a transnational character. It was self evident that global issues 
needed global solutions. The international architecture of global governance that had 
developed since 1945 did not reflect the reality of today's world and it was essential to reform 
existing institutions. Sovereign countries would remain the main players in global 
governance. The United Nations remained the most important platform for countries to come 
together; however it was in need of reform.

Mr Weber reiterated the call for cooperation at global level to tackle global challenges. He 
questioned whether the United Nations could be really effective with every state - large and 
small - having one vote. He noted that more informal bodies such as the G20 had been 
established but there was a question over their legitimacy. He asked about the role of China in 
the G20's deliberations on reforming the global economic and financial framework.  Mr 
Weber outlined other changes that would probably be introduced, including the broadening of 
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and the creations of structures within the UN to 
tackle economic and financial challenges.

Mr Rivellini noted that many international bodies had not been modernised and needed to be 
transformed. He considered that the G20 at its last meeting had virtually been reinvented as 
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the G2. 

Mr Zha Peixin underlined the very important role that China played in the G20 and its support 
for the institution. Beijing hoped that it would become an important platform for global 
governance as it would be hard to reach decisions with a larger number of countries. He 
welcomed the fact that the 2008 world economic and financial crisis had not led to a global 
depression as it had in the 1920s and 1930s.  However, although the financial crisis was 
almost over, there were still many underlying problems. It was essential to reform the 
financial structure so that there would not be a recurrence of such episodes as the sub-prime 
mortgage crisis.  Many countries had focussed too much on the virtual economy and had 
ignored the real economy.  Mr Zha also indicated his support for reform of the UNSC in order 
to reflect the real situation but recognised that this was a very complex issue that required 
much careful study.  

Mr Menendez del Valle asked why China had not supported a Security Council resolution 
condemning Syria for its brutal crackdown on anti-government protesters. Mr Zha stressed 
that the situation in the Middle East region was very fragile and that it was important to 
consider the whole picture. There were concerns, for example, that the use of armed force in 
Libya would not resolve the problems. He noted that the events in North Africa in particular 
had greater repercussions for Europe than for China. His government considered that the 
people in the country concerned should solve the issue and that there should not be 
interference in internal affairs. 

Ms Sehnalova spoke of the harmonious society and the importance of resolving issues in a 
non-antagonistic way. She wondered if people were happier living in hutongs or in modern 
apartment blocks. She asked, too, whether universal criteria existed for happiness. Ms 
Sehnalova stressed the importance of dialogue and practical exchanges and the need for 
politics to grow from the bottom. She concluded by expressing her hopes for the success of 
the intercultural dialogue.

Mr Zha confirmed that the Chinese government aimed to build a harmonious society, 
although there were conflicts and contradictions. He noted that less than 50% of the Chinese 
population lived in urban areas and that the answer to the question about whether people 
preferred to live in hutongs or not depended on who was being asked. He agreed on the 
importance of people to people exchanges and noted that there were already three million 
Chinese tourists in Europe but this number - in relative terms - was still very small.

Second session a): Wednesday, 15 June, 09.00 – 12.30

4. Trade and economic relations

- Trade in goods and related issues (intellectual property rights, access to scarce 
materials)

- Trade in services (Foreign Direct Investment, public procurement)

Mr Rivellini opened the session by referring to the EU's 2020 Strategy, details of which had 
been distributed, and China's 12th Five Year Plan. He contended that EU-China trade 
relations had not yet reached their optimum level although there had been great progress. He 
echoed the comments made the previous day that there was a need for a new system to 
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regulate the financial and economic systems and the G20 could play a significant role in this. 

He noted the large trade imbalance between the EU and China and stressed that the Chinese 
economy should be less dependent on its exports. The 1985 EU-China Trade Agreement was 
now over 25 years old and there had been many changes since that time. There were many 
obstacles to overcome and EU industry needed to find outlets for growth and he regretted that 
the Chinese market was still relatively closed. 

Mr He Xiaowei gave a detailed account of trade between the EU and China, which had 
experienced a significant year on year increase, amounting to 31.8% in the first quarter of 
2011. Like many speakers he underlined that the EU was China's largest trade partner and that 
China was the EU's second largest partner. He recognised that it was important to have 
balanced trade and stressed the need for mutual respect. He noted that China had 1.3 billion 
people, which represented a huge potential market for the EU.

He acknowledged that China needed to deal with a number of challenges, including the rising 
costs of labour. Nevertheless, domestic GDP had increased by 11.2% in the last year. The 
main theme of the 12th Five Year Plan was "scientific development". This involved the 
promotion of the structural adjustment of the economy and increasing domestic demand; 
encouraging scientific progress and innovation; guaranteeing the livelihood of the people; and 
developing low carbon technology in cooperation with the international community. 

Mr Gu Yidong noted that China had around 30% of the world reserves of rare earth but was 
currently meeting 90% of the world demand. He hoped that it could develop its mechanisms 
for supplying the world market even more effectively.

Mr Weber stressed that he was very pleased to learn about the success of China's growth and 
the large numbers who were escaping from poverty thanks to economic development.  He 
noted, however, that only 35% of Chinese wealth was consumed and that the remainder was 
saved or invested. 

He argued that EU-China trade should be based on the principles of balance and reciprocity, 
pointing to the EU's EUR 170 billion deficit in its trade balance with China and stressing that 
it was essential to rebalance the trade. He pointed to figures showing that 36% of European 
businesses considered that the Chinese market was becoming more closed since 2008, 
particularly sectors such as telecoms, banks, insurance, transport, public building and the legal 
profession. He pointed to non-tariff barriers, such as the Chinese requirements on 
accreditation of products. 

Mr Weber cited a number of examples demonstrating a lack of balance and reciprocity. 
Chinese companies were able to build a segment of the Berlin-Warsaw motorway and he 
argued that EU companies should have the same opportunities in China. He contrasted the 
acquisition of Volvo Cars by a Chinese company with the problems faced by European 
companies in China. He noted that European companies were pioneers in the building of wind 
turbines and high speed trains but did not have access to the Chinese market, which was 
extremely protected. Mr Weber also noted that 50% of counterfeit goods came from China in 
2010. 

In conclusion, Mr Weber underlined the importance of reciprocity between the two sides in 
order to ensure a solid and sustainable development of the relationship. 
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Mr He Xiaowei stressed that member states should encourage their companies to do business 
with China and that it was important to enhance cooperation. He noted that significant steps 
were being taken to tackle the problem of counterfeit goods. 

Mr Zha emphasised that China imported raw materials, processed them and then exported the 
finished product.  As a result it only benefited from the processing stage and many of the 
benefits went to other countries. He argued that EU-China trade was more balanced, pointing 
to examples such as the production of cars in China by French-German companies. He 
stressed that China did not deliberately seek to build up a trade surplus and there was quite an 
open market. Mr Zha noted that 97 countries recognised China as being a market economy.  
Mr Zha stressed that his government was urging the EU to recognise that China had achieved 
market economy status, arguing that a number of member states did not meet the criteria. He 
pointed to the anti-dumping and anti-subsidy measures taken by the EU, contending that they 
were being applied too frequently.

Mr Zha noted that the new Five Year Plan aimed to expand domestic consumption and 
demand; to switch from the primary and secondary sectors to the tertiary/service sector; and 
to shift from a reliance on labour intensive production to technology-centred production. All 
of this should be underpinned by an emphasis on environmental protection. He concluded by 
reiterating that the Chinese market was open and that it was important to have a level playing 
field for Chinese industry.

Mr HP Martin asked about the strategies to be pursued in tackling the debts being incurred by 
local and regional authorities in the current building boom in China. He also raised the issue 
of inflation and the increased gap between rich and poor. Finally he asked about the replica of 
the Austrian village of Hallstatt that was being built in Guangdong, without any consultation 
having taken place with the inhabitants of the Alpine original. 

Mr Winkler underlined the crucial role played by China in enabling the global economy to 
recover from the crisis of recent years. He noted that Chinese growth was shifting from 
dependency on exports to an increase in internal consumption. He reiterated the calls for 
balance and reciprocity in the relationship. 

Mr Winkler also asked about the possibility of a funding crisis in the near future as cities and 
local authorities borrowed to fund construction projects. Finally, he asked whether an 
expansion of domestic consumption in China would enable EU companies to have greater 
access to the Chinese market.

Mr Zalba Bidegain argued that the Chinese currency was undervalued and needed to 
appreciate as it could put the economies of other countries at risk. He noted that the Chinese 
market was being opened to US car insurances sellers and wondered whether this might be 
extended to EU companies. 

Ms De Sarnez pointed to significant differences between the EU and China. She noted that 
wages were substantially lower in China and asked whether they were likely to increase as 
production became more technology-based. She argued that the virtual global monopoly 
enjoyed by China in the production of rare earth was not very balanced. She concluded by 
echoing the contention of many speakers that the RMB was undervalued. 

Mr He Xiaowei acknowledged that the debt problems of local governments were a recent 
phenomenon to which the NPC placed great importance. The problem was being investigated 
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but at present there was no formal policy or opinion. He agreed that the rising cost of food had 
affected people. Inflation currently stood at 5.5% and reducing it was a top priority. Bank 
reserve rates were being used as a tool to tackle inflation and now stood at record high of 
21%.  He noted that the value of the RMB had increased by 25% since 2002 but argued that it 
was a very technical issue that could not be resolved simply. 

Mr Gu Yidong stressed that China did not intend to have a monopoly on the market for rare 
earth. At present it was seeking to ensure sustainable development and a proper regulatory 
framework for the production process. China had one third of the world's reserves of rare 
earth but other countries had tended to rely on Chinese exports as the cost was low. He was 
sure that the market would be more open in the future.

Mr Zha Peixin asked for information about the sovereign debt problem in the EU and the 
second bail-out for Greece.

Mr Weber noted that the solution that was emerging was to grant a second loan package to 
Greece - a step that would probably be taken at the European Council later that month. He 
outlined the fluctuations of the euro compared to the dollar, dropping from its original level of 
$1.17 to a period when it had stood at 87 cents and European products had been very 
competitive. The euro had since risen to $1.45 and was clearly too high. He noted that it was 
hard for the EU to compete with countries such as Turkey which enjoyed 9% growth. 

Mr HP Martin stressed that 25% of the Greek workforce worked in the public sector and that 
the country lagged behind in productive sectors. He argued that some countries had entered 
the euro zone without a proper examination of whether they met the criteria. He highlighted 
the increasing pressure on Brussels from Germany, which considered that it was always being 
required to subsidise other member states. Mr Martin believed that the EU would have to take 
a different view about economic governance. He contrasted the position of rating agencies in 
the EU - where they acted as speculators - with China, where the authorities had resisted any 
such pressures. 

Mr Zha Peixin pointed to the pressure on countries with a sovereign debt to cut their deficits 
and tighten their budgets. He argued that there would be a problem if there was a conflict in 
the euro-zone between the fiscal policy and the monetary policy. He pointed to the imbalances 
of development within the EU, contrasting Germany with southern Europe. He stressed that 
economic growth would lead to increased incomes and a repayment of debt. 

Ms De Sarnez stressed that there was a common currency but that no common policy had 
developed following the establishment of the euro.  It was essential that such a common 
European policy was established.

Mr Weber agreed with Mr Zha that the EU needed to emerge from the current crisis and 
return to strong growth and he argued that the roadmap had been set out in the 2020 strategy. 
It was important to emerge from the current crisis. He quoted Jean Monnet who had argued 
that "Europe will be forged in a crisis and will be the sum of the solutions adopted for those 
crises". It was essential to develop European economic governance, which had started with 
the euro but had not continued. 

Mr HP Martin agreed that growth was very important but pointed to different schools of 
thought on how it might be promoted. The European Central Bank did not have the same 
powers as the US Federal Reserve Bank.
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Mr Gu Yidong asked about future EU policy towards nuclear power following the Fukushima 
disaster. Mr Scholz stressed that it was important that the EU and China should not be simply 
trade partners and that they worked together on this issue. It was essential to develop 
sustainable long-term sources of energy and the European Parliament had stood up for strong 
environmental standards. 

Mr Wu Xiaohua asked how Germany would replace the 20% of its energy that was currently 
provided by nuclear power. Mr Scholz stated that Germany would be developing other 
sources of energy and would be investing more in energy conservation. 

Mr We Xiaohua noted that he had worked in the nuclear sector since the 1980s. He wondered 
how the EU would meet the demand for energy. He asked too about the current rate of 
unemployment in the EU, compared to that in 2009. 

Ms De Sarnez pointed to a "pre and post Fukushima" approach to energy in the EU. She noted 
that even in France - the second largest nuclear producer in the world - questions were being 
asked about nuclear power. In the past decisions had been made in a very opaque manner but 
the citizens would now have to be fully involved. It was clear in any case that the use of fossil 
fuels would have to be reduced and that there should be increased development of renewable 
energy. 

Ms Lichtenberger stressed that Austria had always rejected nuclear power and had a strong 
focus on renewable sources of energy. This had created jobs and encouraged people to stay in 
the countryside by providing employment in the green technology sector.

In response to Mr Wu Xiahua, Mr Weber stressed that the unemployment rate in the EU 
varied between countries and regions. In Germany there had been a reduction in 
unemployment from 10 to 7%, while in France it had increased from 7 to 9% but was only 
5% in western France. In Spain the rate had gone up from 8 to 22%. He underlined that the 
EU wanted to be a pioneer in tackling climate change. It was accepted that nuclear power was 
dangerous; however fossil fuels gave off greenhouse gases. It was essential to develop 
renewable energy but there were questions about when they could become an adequate 
replacement.

Mr Wu Xiaohua asked what would replace nuclear power as it could not be achieved in the 
short term. He highlighted steps taken to reduce carbon emissions in China, including using 
95% of coal dust to make bricks. Mr Gu Yidong stressed that the development of renewable 
energy would take a long time and a great deal of investment and R&D. 

Mr Scholz stressed the need for a common energy policy in the EU. He noted that the national 
governments had responsibility for social polices and argued that this created imbalances 
when there was a common currency. He underlined that nuclear power would be phased out 
in Germany in the period up to 2020 and that there would be cooperation with France, for 
example over disused nuclear material. 

Ms Lichtenberger asked how energy efficiency might be promoted in China, noting that at 
present the policy seemed to be very centrally driven. She underlined the importance of 
renovating old buildings and saving energy at origin by installing new technologies. 

Mr Wu Xiaohua outlined ways of energy saving, such as electric cars and the recovery of heat 
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at steel mills in order to use it for further refining. Mr Gu Yidong expanded on this by giving 
details of energy saving lights and more efficient power plants. Mr Zha noted that the 11th 
Five Year Plan had laid an emphasis on energy efficiency. A series of measures were in place 
to phase out older production facilities and replace them with larger and more energy-efficient 
plants. 

Mr Weber, on behalf of Ms Ivanova, asked about the proposals in the new Five Year Plan for 
promoting research.  Mr Gu Yidong stressed that both the government and businesses were 
increasing the level of their investment in research. Research had been 1.6% of GDP at the 
end of the 11th Five Year Plan: the aim was to increase this to 2%. Indeed, Mr Gu considered 
that a figure of 2.5% to 3% was more appropriate. 

Mr Rivellini noted that it was not always possible to give a direct answer to questions. He 
acknowledged the "energy of democracy" and that it was important to reflect the wishes of the 
people, a recent example being the referendum on nuclear power in Italy. He recognised that 
there was no standardised response on the numbers of unemployed in a union of 27 countries.

Second session b): Wednesday, 15 June, 15.00 – 17.30

5. Development of a just and harmonious society

- Addressing internal, social, regional and environmental imbalances in China 
and the European Union

- Rule of law and human rights

Mr Weber opened the meeting in the temporary absence of Mr Rivellini. 

Mr Wu Xiaohua referred to the announcement of the President of the Standing Committee of 
the National People's Congress in which the three levels of the legal regime were outlined: i.e. 
national law; administrative decrees; and provincial laws. He stressed that China was a 
unified country with many ethnic groups and the "three level" approach maintained the 
uniformity of the regime, while catering for differences. The legal regime was an historical 
achievement, especially after 30 years of reform, and allowed the economic achievements to 
be safeguarded. 

Mr Gu Yidong underlined the importance of developing a low carbon economy and 
coordinating the economy, society and environment. There was a consensus in the Chinese 
government that it was essential to ensure sustainable development and a comprehensive 
framework was in place to achieve this goal, including recycling, renewable energy, and 
tackling air and water pollution. In August 2009 the NPC had passed a resolution on actively 
combating climate change. The goal was to cut energy consumption per capita of GDP by 40-
45% between 2005 and 2020. He stressed the need to change China's method of economic 
growth and to increase the share of the tertiary industry. This would include closing down 
outdated industrial plants, large scale afforestation and development of renewable energy. He 
concluded by stressing the great potential for EU-China cooperation in research and 
development of renewable energy.

Ms Lichtenberger recognised that China was doing a great deal to tackle deforestation and 
desertification. Nevertheless, she was concerned at reports of the effects of climate change on 
the Uighurs and Tibetans and the increased "steppification" that was taking place. She raised, 
too, the issue of the human rights of minority groups in highland areas. 
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Mr Bostinaru noted that in 2010 China had invested EU 60 billion in renewable energy, while 
the equivalent figures for Germany were EUR 40 billion and EUR 30 billion for the USA.  
The visit of Premier Wen Jiabao to the USA had highlighted the high level of Sino-American 
cooperation in developing renewable energy and he hoped that this could be emulated by the 
EU. 

Mr Weber welcomed the information about the evolution of the Chinese legal system to one 
that was based on the rule of law. He recalled the ILO Convention which set out the rights of 
employees to have contracts that had been collectively negotiated. He also referred to the 
cases of the petitioners in China who took their complaints to the central government. Mr 
Weber recognised that the transition to a country based on the rule of law took a long time - as 
it had in the EU - but he looked forward to progress in this respect. 

Mr Gu Yidong referred to the flooding in the region of the Yangtze River and the problems 
caused by deforestation. He also recognised the problems of desertification in north-west 
China, Tibet and the western parts of Inner Mongolia.   Since that time there had been 
substantial afforestation and other steps - such as improved animal husbandry - to guarantee 
the livelihoods of the farmers, although it took time to mitigate the effects of desertification. 
He stated that there was no human rights problem in the highlands and that all ethnic groups 
benefited from economic growth. 

Mr Zha Peixin underlined the huge efforts taken to promote the rule of law, noting that the 
situation in China following the Cultural Revolution had been chaotic. The former leader 
Deng Xiaoping had worked to build a socialist democracy supported by a proper legal system. 
This legal system was now in place but it needed to be improved and new laws might be 
necessary. A key role of the NPC was to supervise the implementation of this legal 
framework. 

He cited the example of the Labour Contract Law which sought to ensure that both employers 
and workers abided by the law and that businesses protected the rights of their staff.  He 
stressed that it was possible in some factories to have a system of collective negotiation.  He 
underlined that citizens had the right to send petitions to the State Bureau. Mr Zha accepted 
that some contradictions existed but emphasised the need to ensure both stability and rapid 
economic growth. He pointed to the situation of the Tibetans who had enjoyed a huge 
improvement in their standard of living and education since "feudalism" had been abolished 
in the region. 

Mr Bostinaru asked whether multinational companies operating in China were implementing 
legislation to ensure that employees enjoyed proper working conditions.

Ms Hautala, Chair of the European Parliament Sub-Committee on Human Rights, read out a 
message from President Buzek, which - inter alia - expressed the strong wish that Sakharov 
Prize laureate, Hu Jia, should be released after the completion of his three year sentence in 
June 2011. She expressed concern about reports that Zeng Jinyan, the wife of Mr Hu, was 
being evicted from their apartment. She underlined that President Buzek recognised the 
importance of mutual stability in China and that there was a need for mutual understanding, 
nevertheless the EU was looking for positive signals from China in the area of human rights. 
Ms Hautala looked forward to Hu Jia's release from prison on 26 June 2011. 

Mr Zha Peixin referred to his comments on the previous day. He repeated that all countries 
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had prisons and people who broke the law got sent to prison. Every country had the right to 
govern its internal affairs and would not brook any interference in them. He argued that the 
views expressed by Ms Hautala were very biased and he condemned the EU's focus on a 
"small number of criminals" in a land of 1.3 billion people. 

He recalled past wrongs inflicted by the West on the Chinese people, including notices 
forbidding entry to "Chinese and dogs" and the Opium Wars. In his view the West should be 
apologising to China for abusing the human rights of the Chinese people. He condemned, too, 
western support for the Dalai Lama who "was an apologist for feudalism and who had been 
responsible for the oppression of the Tibetan people". Mr Zha concluded by stressing that EU-
China exchanges on human rights should take place on the basis of equality and mutual 
respect. 

Ms Hautala argued that the EU was also prepared to criticise its own record on human rights. 
She agreed that Europe must live up to the ideals that it professed and that both sides must 
work together to tackle xenophobia. She urged China to ratify the UN Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which it had already signed. She recognised the rights of the majority but 
argued that those courageous individuals who raised issues also had rights. 

Ms Hohlmeier recognised the wish of the Chinese not to be lectured on human rights by the 
EU and she fully accepted that Europeans had also been guilty of much evil. Raising such 
concerns was not an attempt to interfere in China's internal .She contended that there was a 
particular sensitivity about human rights in Europe because of some terrible events in the past; 
nevertheless the MEPs were willing to discuss all of these matters. 

Ms Hohlmeier then asked about energy storage in China and stressed that there were areas for 
cooperation in the field of renewable energy that would be mutually beneficial  

Mr Zha Peixin welcomed the fact that the West recognised that it was not perfect and felt 
guilty about episodes in its past. He reiterated that no society was flawless and that there was 
a process of historical development. He noted that women had only acquired the vote after the 
First World War and that in many countries there were very few women in positions of 
power. He underlined that the development of human rights should go hand in hand with 
economic development and that the priorities in developing countries were the right to life 
and food. 

He agreed that there was great potential for Europe-China cooperation in the fields of 
renewable energy and the recycling economy.  He cited the example of Switzerland which 
recycled 99% of its glass bottles and 66% of its plastic bottles. "We must save the common 
village of the world", he underlined. China was still dependent on coal but it was clear that it 
needed to reduce its carbon emissions. 

6. Conclusions
Mr Rivellini concluded the meeting by thanking all those who had participated and 
commended the hard work that had gone into the meeting. He looked forward to the next 
meeting in Beijing in September. Mr Zha echoed these sentiments and stressed that the 
meeting had been very valuable and showed that the common interests still outweighed the 
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differences between the two sides and that cooperation between the partners was essential. 

7. Date and place of the 32nd EU/China IPM
The 32nd EU-China IPM would take place in Beijing on 1 to 2 September 2011.

The meeting closed at 17.00.
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT National People’s Congress

D-CN_OJ(2011)0614-15_01

DRAFT AGENDA

31st EP/China Interparliamentary Meeting

First session: Tuesday 14 June 2011, 
15.00 – 17.30 - Room ASP A1G2

Second Session: Wednesday 15 June 2011, 

a) 09.00 – 13.00 - Room ASP A5G and

b) 15.00 – 17.30 - Room ASP A5G2

Brussels

First Session - Tuesday, 14 June 2011, from 15.00 to 17.30 - Room ASP A1G2

1. Opening of meeting and introductory speeches by:

- Mr Rivellini, Co-Chair, Chair of the EP Delegation for relations with the People’s 

Republic of China

- Mr Zha Peixin, Co-Chair, Vice-President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 

National People’s Congress

2. Adoption of draft agenda

Cont. First Session - Tuesday, 14 June 2011, from 15.00 to 17.30 - Room ASP A1G2

Themes
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3. Developments in Foreign Policy

- Global Governance and multilateralism
- Relations with the neighbourhood:

a) China: notably North Korea and Myanmar;
b) EU: notably North Africa and Middle East

Questions and answers

20.00 Official dinner (by invitation only)

Second Session a): Wednesday, 15 June 2011, from 9 to 12.30 a.m. - Room ASP A5G2

4. Trade and economic relations

- Trade in goods and related issues (intellectual property rights, access to scarce 
materials)

- Trade in services (Foreign Direct Investment, public procurement)

Questions and answers

12.45-14.45 - Official lunch (by invitation only)

Second Session b): Wednesday, 15 June 2011, from 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. Room ASP A5G2

5. Development of a just and harmonious society

- Addressing internal, social, regional and environmental imbalances in China 
and the European Union

- Rule of law and human rights

Questions and answers

6. Conclusions

7. Date and place of the 32nd EP/China IPM

Brussels, 9 June 2011
JC/nal
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European Parliament National People’s Congress

31st EU-CHINA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

Brussels, 13-15 June 2011

PROGRAMME

Programme coordinators

Mr Jonas CONDOMINES - tel. +32 2 28 32986
email : jonas.condomines@europarl.europa.eu

Ms Nekane AZPIRI LEJARDI - +32 2 28 43496
GSM : +32 498 98 3468

email: nekane.azpiri@europarl.europa.eu

Protocol:Ms Elisabetta SANTELLA - +32 2 28 40742
GSM : +32 498 98 3445

email: eisabetta.santella@europarl.europa.eu
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Monday, 13 June 2011                                                                  China- Europe                          

22.15 Arrival in Brussels flight nr LH 1024 and transfer to:

Sheraton Brussels Hotel
Place Rogier, 3
B-1210 Brussels

tel. +32 2 224 3111
fax: +32 2 224 3456 

[Welcome by Protocol]

Tuesday 14 June 2011                                                                               Brussels

a.m. Cultural programme

11.30 Departure form hotel to Embassy

12.00 Briefing lunch (only Chinese Delegation)
Embassy of the People's Republic of China
Boulevard de la Woluwe, 100
B-1200 Brussels

14.15 Departure from Embassy to the European Parliament 

14.45 Arrival to the European Parliament, Spinelli Building entrance and 
welcome of the Chinese delegation by Mr Crescenzio RIVELLINI,
Chairman of the Delegation for Relations with the People's Republic 
of China

15.00 - 17.30 First working session of the 31st EU-China Interparliamentary 
Meeting
Venue : Spinelli Building - Room ASP A1G2

18.00 Departure to the Hotel (part of the delegation)

18.30 Meeting with Vice-President Mr Miguel A n g e l  MARTÍNEZ 
MARTÍNEZ
Venue : Spinelli Building - ASP A12G206 

19.30 Departure from hotel to the restaurant:
Restaurant Le Moulin de Lindekemale

20.00 Dinner hosted by Mr Libor ROUCEK, Vice-President of the European 
Parliament, on behalf of Mr Jerzy BUZEK, President of the European 
Parliament (by invitation only)
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Venue : Restaurant Le Moulin de Lindekemale
6, Avenue Jean-Francois Debecker
B-1200 Brussels

+/- 22.00 Return to the hotel

Wednesday, 15 June 2011                                                     Brussels - Spain

08.30 Departure from the hotel to the European Parliament

08.45 Arrival to the European Parliament 

09.00 - 12.30 Second working session of the the 31st EU-China Interparliamentary 
Meeting
Venue : Spinelli - Room ASP A5G2 

13.00-14.30 Lunch hosted by Mr Crescenzio RIVELLINI, Chairman of the 
Delegation for Relations with the People's Republic of China (by 
invitation only)
Venue : European Parliament

Members' Restaurant (Salon protocolaire)
Aspinelli Building, salon nr(TBC)

Brussels

15.00-17.30 Third working session of the 31st EU-China Interparliamentary 
Meeting
Venue : Spinelli - Room ASP A5G2

17.30 Departure of the Chinese delegation from the European Parliament 
to the airport

20.15 Departure Chinese delegation from the European Parliament for
Spain - Flight nr SN3731

22.45 Arrival in Madrid, transfer to 

Hotel TRYP GRAN VIA
Calle Gran Vía, 25
E-28013 Madrid
Tel + 34 91 5221121 - Fax +34 91 5212424


