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of child labor and child trafficking, it has not yet made
funds available to begin construction.

The government continued to operate community
education centers and mobile schools for victims of
child trafficking and the worst forms of child labor. The
National Committee Against Trafficking also repatriated
25 child victims of trafficking to their home countries
during the reporting period. The committee referred

an additional 21 children to the NGO BICE (Bureau
International Catholique de I'Enfance) for repatriation.
There is currently no formal government program for
[voirian nationals repatriated to Cote d’Ivoire, although
the Ministry of Family (MOF) is occasionally called on
to provide assistance. In September 2008, the MOF, in
collaboration with UNICEF, published a manual detailing
government procedures for providing care to child labor
and trafficking victims.

The MOF is responsible for all aspects of foreign victim
repatriation, including notifying the victims’ consular
offices or embassies, informing officials in the victims’
home countries, contacting NGOs with the means to
assist with shelter and repatriation, and organizing
transportation expenses for victims and their escorts
during the repatriation process. Once victims reach their
country of origin, MOF representatives entrust them to
government authorities.

Both the MOF and the National Police employed

social workers to assist victims immediately upon

their identification. During the year, however, police
did not identify any children being prostituted in a
brothel as trafficking victims, instead characterizing
them as consensually in prostitution. The government
systematically encouraged victims to assist in trafficking
investigations and prosecutions. The government
provided temporary residence permits to foreign victims
from countries where they might face hardship or
retribution. ECOWAS nationals, including trafficking
victims, may legally reside and work in Cote d’lIvoire.

Prevention

The Government of Cote d'lvoire demonstrated efforts to
prevent trafficking during the reporting period. The MOF
conducted awareness-raising campaigns to educate local
government officials, community leaders, and members
of anti-trafficking village committees about the problem.
In June 2008, the MOF launched a donor-funded national
awareness campaign against trafficking and child labor.
The Ministry organized UNICEF and ILO-sponsored
events, such as public conferences and a film for children.
The government also published a study conducted jointly
with private cocoa companies on the incidence of child
labor and forced adult labor in its cocoa sector in June
2008. The study found the incidence of child labor
exploitation to be significant.

During the year, the police reported that they took steps
to reduce demand for commercial sex acts by raiding
brothels, but did not follow systematic procedures in all
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cases to identify trafficking victims among females in
prostitution. Cote d’Ivoire’s 2008 budget allocated $4.3
million toward implementing all aspects of the national
action plan against child trafficking and the worst forms
of child labor; however, no funds were disbursed during
the reporting period. The government did not take
measures to insure that its nationals deployed abroad

as part of peacekeeping missions do not engage in or
facilitate trafficking. Cote d’Ivoire has not ratified the
2000 UN TIP Protocol.

CROATIA (Tier 1)

Croatia is a source, transit, and destination country for
men, women and children trafficked across national
borders for the purpose of sexual exploitation and
forced labor. Croatian females are also trafficked within
the country, and women and girls from Serbia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and other parts of Eastern Europe

are trafficked to and through Croatia for the purpose

of sexual exploitation. Two other notable trends were
seen in Croatia in 2008: an increase in the trafficking
of men for the purpose of forced labor; and, for the first
time, Croatia serving primarily as a destination, not
largely as a transit country, for victims of trafficking for
the purpose of sexual exploitation and forced labor. The
seasonal migration of foreign women in prostitution to
and from the Dalmatian coast during high tourist seasons
continued to raise concerns about sex trafficking. In the
past, cases were reported of children, including Roma,
trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation; however,
no cases were reported in 2008.
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The Government of Croatia fully complies with the
minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking. In
2008, the government continued to increase punishment
of convicted trafficking offenders. It generously funded
NGOs providing assistance and shelter to trafficking
victims, continued its comprehensive and proactive
training efforts, and initiated new trafficking prevention
and awareness raising projects.

Recommendations for Croatia: Expand efforts to detect
trafficking victims among vulnerable populations such as
women in prostitution and men in the agricultural sector;
enhance prosecution efforts to increase convictions and
continue to toughen sentences imposed on convicted
traffickers; ensure the responsible repatriation of foreign
victims; vigorously investigate possible trafficking within




