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MINUTES
of the meeting of 1 October 2009, 10.15 – 11.15

BRUSSELS

The Chairman, Bastiaan Belder, opened the meeting on Thursday 1 October 2009 at 10.15.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the constituent meeting of 17 September 2009

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

(a) Joint meetings

The delegation had agreed to encourage joint meetings with other Parliament bodies on 
subjects of current interest.

The two joint meetings (with the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Delegation for 
relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council), scheduled for the week of 5 October, had
both been postponed:

- meeting with Mr Goldstone, head of the fact-finding mission to Gaza ordered by the UN 
Human Rights Council.

- meeting with Geneva Initiative representatives.

New dates would be proposed.

(b) Young Israeli, Arab and European political leaders
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A second meeting between young Israeli, Arab and European political leaders would be held 
in Brussels from 16 to 19 November 2009. A working lunch with the Delegation for relations 
with the Palestinian Legislative Council was envisaged for 18 November.

(c) Calendar of activities for 2009

The Chair reported on his talks with members of the government and the Knesset during his 
visit to Israel the previous week. The Knesset was in the process of setting up its delegation 
for relations with the European Parliament but had made clear the importance of renewing 
contact as soon as possible.
The weekend of 16 to 19 November had been suggested to this end. With the delegation’s 
agreement, the date would be included in the draft 2009 calendar, which would be presented 
to the Conference of Delegation Chairs on 1 October, before being formally approved by the 
Conference of Presidents on 15 October.

(d) Documentation/information

To ensure continuous and appropriate information for members, the secretariat would 
regularly send documents or text links by e-mail. Members were invited to put forward 
suggestions in this connection.

4. Exchange of views with Ran Curiel, Ambassador of Israel

The Israeli Ambassador made a number of points:

- On the peace process
- Some optimism after the recent statements and meetings in New York; the negotiations
should resume shortly.

- A positive trend in the situation on the ground, particularly in terms of security: the 
number of check points was falling, owing to US aid, not forgetting the European Union; 
tourism was resuming (one million visitors), a combined effort by the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities.

- The concept of the Jewish State must not be understood in religious terms; it represented 
the self-determination of the Jewish people, accompanied by recognised, integrated 
minorities.
- The international community must continue to give constant attention to the Iranian 
nuclear threat; the American dialogue initiative could be positive to this end.

On Israeli-EU relations
- The nature of relations between Israel and the European Union must go beyond the 
framework of exchanges of declarations to become a genuine permanent dialogue. The EU 
must hold out a hand to Israel, particularly with regard to participation in Community 
programmes.

- Israel was not content with a standardised good neighbourhood model but favoured a 
specific, appropriate relationship.

There was a discussion on the following subjects:

- The way in which the debate on security was handled took in the question of the creation 
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of Palestinian institutions. The plan proposed by Salam Fayiad was highly appropriate to 
this end. US and EU aid was essential.
- Mr Curiel considered the report by the Godstone mission on the Israeli military operation 
in Gaza (on a mandate from the UN Human Rights Council) to be completely partisan and 
biased, as was shown by the very membership of the council. The 550-page report made no 
mention anywhere of the Israeli right to self-defence. The Israeli authorities were 
envisaging a new inquiry.

- The delegation’s first Vice-Chair, Cristiano Allam, stressed the need to support the State 
of Israel in its approach, which was nothing less than defence of a fundamental right, the 
right to life. Israel was the only state in the world whose very existence was contested by a 
number of Arab states. Israel was an independent state and its wish to live in peace should 
not be put under threat.

5. Statement by the Commission representative

Domenico Gigliotti, the Commission representative, outlined relations between Israel and the 
EU in the context of the European neighbourhood policy and the association agreement.

The action plan had made possible negotiations in a wide variety of areas; it should now be 
adapted and a new version produced.

Political dialogue was intensifying, in particular on human rights; the informal human rights 
working party had been turned into a standing committee.

The Chair suggested making a more detailed assessment of the association agreement at a 
forthcoming meeting.

6. Next meeting

Wednesday 14 October 2009, Brussels (9.30-10.30).

The meeting closed at 11.15.
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