
Netanyahu: Israel Hopes for Free, Democratic 
Egypt 

 Israeli PM urges spread of democracy in region
 Former IDF chief to TIP conference: Radicals must not fill 

vacuum
 Israel believes economic cooperation is key for regional success

Jerusalem, Feb. 3 – Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
expressed hope that the popular 
uprising in Egypt will lead to the 
establishment of a true democracy 
which will live in peace with its 
neighbors.

All those who cherish human 
liberty, including the people of 
Israel, are inspired by genuine 
calls for reform and by the 
possibility that it will take place. 

"It is obvious that an Egypt that fully embraces the 21st century and that 
adopts these reforms would be a source of great hope for the entire world, the 
region and for us,” Netanyahu told Israel’s parliament, the Knesset.
“It is obvious that an Egypt that fully embraces the 21st century and that 
adopts these reforms would be a source of great hope for the entire world, the 
region and for us.”

“It is clear that an Egypt that rests on these institutions, an Egypt that is 
anchored in democratic values, would never be a threat to peace,” Netanyahu 
added. “On the contrary, if we have learned anything from modern history, it is 
that the stronger the foundations of democracy, the stronger the foundations 
of peace. Peace among democracies is strong, and democracy strengthens 
the peace.”

However, Netanyahu warned, Iran was determined to exploit the Egyptian 
crisis for its own, negative ends, hoping to establish another Gaza in Egypt 
and set back progress in the most populous Arab nation. 

“They want Egypt to become another Gaza, run by radical forces that oppose 
everything that the democratic world stands for,” Netanyahu said. 

The premier said he hoped those who value freedoms of the individual and 
society will win the day.

“We support the forces that promote freedom, progress and peace. We 
oppose the forces that seek to enforce a dark despotism, terrorism and war,”
he said.

Unrest in Cairo, Egypt



Israel promotes democracy, stability and economic cooperation throughout 
the region. See The Israel Project’s report.

Leading Israeli politicians are concerned that the Muslim Brotherhood will fill 
the vacuum created by the protests in Cairo and other Egyptian cities.

“The worst case scenario is that the Muslim Brotherhood will take over and 
they’re against the peace process with Israel,” former IDF chief of staff Shaul 
Mofaz said at a news conference organized by The Israel Project on 
Wednesday.

“This is an economic uprising of young people.  We cannot tell them how to 
act. We hope and believe the Egyptian people will elect a modern leader in 
order to change their lives,” said Mofaz who heads the influential Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee.

Fears about the fate of Egypt were also expressed by former Middle East 
negotiator Aaron David Miller. He was speaking on Wednesday during a 
conference call organized by The Israel Project.

Experts for journalists seeking one-to-one interviews:

As Egypt and other Middle Eastern countries continue to dominate the 
headlines, The Israel Project offers experts available for comment. They 
include former Israeli ambassadors to Egypt, Israeli army generals, political 
commentators and experts in regional security.

To schedule an interview please be in touch with a member of the 
communications team on 972 2 623 6427 or contact Sharon on 972 54 807 
9078 or sharons@theisraelproject.org


