
Palestinians Expected to Push for 
Unilateral State at Quartet Meeting 

 Middle East Quartet to meet in Munich Saturday, Feb. 5
 U.S., Israel say one-sided push not a solution to Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict
 Diplomatic source says peace process could be overshadowed by 

Mideast upheaval

Washington, Feb. 4 –The Quartet on the Middle 
East is scheduled to meet in Munich Feb. 5 to 
discuss how to make progress on the Israeli-
Palestinian talks, but Palestinians say the group 
should focus instead on their attempts to 
unilaterally declare statehood without 
negotiations.

The Quartet brings together the United States, 
the United Nations, Russia and the European 
Community. They will meet on the sidelines of 
the 47th Munich Security Conference, which 
kicked off on Friday and is being attended by 
350 political leaders including UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki Moon, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov, EU president Herman Van Rompuy, and 

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. 

The meeting is likely to be overshadowed by upheaval in Egypt, Israel’s most 
important Arab peace partner, and elsewhere in the Arab world.

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said the Quartet had an “historic 
opportunity…to recognize the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state.” Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad plans to bring the bid to the 
U.N. General Assembly in September.

U.S. and Israeli officials, however, have said direct talks are the only way to 
reach an agreement and that the Palestinian plan would be detrimental to the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

U.S. Deputy Ambassador Rosemary DiCarlo told a Security Council meeting 
on the Middle East last month that, “…permanent status issues can be 
resolved only through negotiations between the parties.” 

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said, "If we don't negotiate 
how will we ever be able to get an agreement?" To do otherwise, he said, 
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would be “breaching the whole framework that has allowed us to negotiate so 
far."

The latest round of peace talks, which began Sept. 2 broke down a few weeks 
later when Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas left the 
negotiating table, citing Israel’s refusal to renew a voluntary moratorium on 
construction in East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

In recent weeks, several countries – most of them Latin American – have put 
their support behind the Palestinians’ bid for independent statehood. 
Additionally, six European countries have shown their support for the 
Palestinians by giving Palestinian diplomatic delegations new status as 
missions – a step away from embassies.

For more on this subject, please click here:
http://www.jcpa.org/art/becker1.htm

Attempts to Isolate Israel Will Not Succeed (Analysis) 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/u-k-will-not-recognize-
unilateral-palestinian-state-official-says-1.338182


