
Peres: Time for Israeli-Palestinian Peace is Now
 Peres: Recent events make peace process crucial
 Youth-led protestors across Middle East seek better life
 Peres, Biden discuss global economic quartet to lift poverty

Jerusalem, Feb. 7 - The need for Israeli-
Palestinian peace is now, Israeli President 
Shimon Peres said yesterday at a policy 
conference in Herzliya, Israel. The recent 
events around the Middle East raise the need 
for a peace agreement. 

“The [Israeli-Palestinian] conflict is being used 
by all sides for the worse. The peace process is 
crucial for our neighbors – not just for us. We 
know that there must be two states,” Peres 

said.

Israel and Palestine, two neighbors, “will live together in peace and fight 
against terror together,” he added. Please click here for The Israel Project’s 
peace kit. 

The youth that sparked the revolutions around the region are seeking a better 
life, he told his audience. 

Peres’ comments come as Israel is closely monitoring the security situation in 
Egypt. Egyptian prisoners were said to have escaped into Gaza last week 
including members of Iran-backed Hamas and there was a terrorist attack on 
an Egyptian-Israeli gas pipeline in Sinai, Egypt over the weekend. 

Egypt deployed 800 soldiers in Sinai in order to prevent riots from spreading 
there.

Israel and the United States are urging Cairo to maintain peaceful relations 
with Israel and to prevent terrorist organizations from entering Gaza through 
Egypt. For more information on Egypt and Israel, please click here. 

One fear is that Egypt may follow the precedent of Iran in 1979 when an 
Islamic regime came to power and quashed the reformists and opposition, 
ushering in hostility and anti-Western sentiment, said Middle East expert 
Jonathan Rynhold. 

Peres also spoke with U.S. Vice President Joe Biden about creating a “global 
economic quartet, made up of heads of non-governmental sectors” to try to lift 
nations out of poverty. 

The entire Middle East, Peres said, needs to “free itself from poverty in order 
to truly be able to move ahead.” 
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the Quartet on the Middle 
East’s Representative Tony Blair announced a series of economic measures 
this weekend (Feb. 4) to assist the Palestinian Authority and Gaza. 

The measures are intended to improve the standard of living and bring 
economic prosperity to the Palestinians living in Gaza, the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. They include gas, power, sanitation and water projects as 
well as construction of health and educational facilities.


