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MINUTES
of the meeting of 20 February 2013, from 14.30 to 16.00
Brussels

The meeting opened at 14.30 on Wednesday, 20 February 2013, with the Chair, Bastiaan
Belder, in the chair.

The Chair welcomed the guest-speaker for that day, Sir Michael Leigh, and his fellow MEPs
Antoniya Parvanova and Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, who had also been asked to give their
views.

1.  Adoption of draft agenda (PE 495.820)
The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chair's announcements

The Chair made the following announcements:

- A joint conference had been held the previous day with the Palestinian delegation on the
‘Aladdin project’, covering: memory of the holocaust, intercultural and religious dialogue,
tolerance. Around a dozen well-known European and Middle Eastern figures from political,
academic and artistic life had come to testify.

- A joint meeting had been held that morning between the Middle East working group and the
Palestinian delegation, to hear the Israeli NGO ‘Blue White Future’ set out their ideas on the
future of the settlements.

- Israeli President Shimon Peres would visit the EP on 7 March 2013.

3. Exchange of views on ‘Gas under the Mediterranean: implications for Israel and the
EU’, with
- Sir Michael Leigh, Advisor to the German Marshall Fund and a former Commission
Director-General
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- Antonyia Parvanova, MEP (ALDE, Bulgaria), 1st Vice-Chair of the PA-UfM
Committee on Energy, Environment and Water

The guest-speaker, a former Commission DG and Senior Advisor to the German Marshall
Fund, spoke well on a subject that for geopolitical, economic and environmental reasons was
very sensitive.

The question was: what was the impact of the natural gas fields discovered since 2009 in the
eastern Mediterranean in the economic zones of Israel, Cyprus, Lebanon and Turkey ... with
three sizeable fields holding an estimated 35 trillion m’ (Tamar, Leviathan and Aphrodite)?

There are numerous difficulties:

e geopolitical: agreements on the delimitation of the exclusive economic zones to be
reached between Israel/Lebanon and Cyprus, Israel/Turkey, Cyprus and the
northern/Turkish part;

e extraction/exploitation presented technical difficulties (- 5000 m) and would be costly:
estimated at EUR 10 billion;

e question: would this political-economic challenge have a positive influence on
political disagreements in the region or was it, on the contrary, a factor that would
further aggravate the situation?

o transport of liquified gas: which infrastructure and which routes? With the related
political difficulties;

e ecological/environmental hazards and safety/security of installations.

Decisions to be taken:

o Israel had to take a decision based on a June 2012 report: how much gas should be
kept for domestic consumption? How much should be kept for export? How could
civil society be expected to react?

e The EU was following developments: it was in favour of sources of energy being
diversified.

Antonyia Parvanova set her observations in the wider context of Euromed. She was working
to raise awareness among the State Parties of this challenge and hoped that this would be
placed on the agenda of the Energy Ministerial Meeting in December 2013.

She noted that the disputes only applied to 1 % to 2 % of the zones concerned.

The EU must not abandon non-renewable sources of energy.
She said she was more worried about the Cyprus/Turkey problem.

Kyriacos Triantaphyllides (GUE, CY) was invited to speak.

Discovery of the gas was certainly opportune for Cyprus, in view of its ongoing economic and
financial problems.

Cyprus was entirely dependent on oil and coal but had been able to begin diversification with
a wind park.

The political changes expected would be decisive for management of this file.
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Conclusion by Michael Leigh: it was not necessary to conclude agreements on sharing the
resources, since no revenue was expected for at least five years.

To the question: ‘Are you optimistic?’, he gave the humorous reply that, ‘Sometimes an
optimist is a poorly informed pessimist’.

The Chair thanked the speakers.

4.  Date and place of next meeting
20 March 2013

The meeting closed at 16.00.
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