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MINUTES
of the meeting of 12 November 2009, 9.00-10.00

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened on Thursday 12 November 2009 at 9.00 with Bastiaan Belder in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 430.032)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Chair’s announcements

The Chair, Mr Belder, announced that the official delegation visit to Israel could not take 
place until early 2010. In preparation for this, it was agreed that the Delegation Bureau would 
make a short visit to Israel on 16-18 November 2009.

3. Exchange of views on the EU’s relations with Israel with Mr Günter Verheugen, Vice-
President of the European Commission, responsible for enterprise and industry

The Chair welcomed Mr Verheugen.

Mr Verheugen gave a presentation on the EU’s relations with Israel which included a liberal 
sprinkling of personal observations based on his own experience of the region.

- There was a feeling that Israel was becoming increasingly wary of the EU, which it saw as 
divided and inclined to sermonise;
- strong relations between the EU and Israel: Israel, with its keen interest and organisational 
abilities, was able to make the most of the opportunities afforded it by the creation of a vast 
market under the European neighbourhood policy;
- this was illustrated by a wealth of examples, such as the 7th Framework Programme for 
Research and Technological Development, the liberalisation of trade in nearly 95% of 
agricultural products, the compliance testing sector, ‘business dialogue’ and SMEs;
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- the region’s lack of stability is regrettable for humanitarian reasons and does not augur well 
for the future;
- the EU would have to stress to Israel the need to create the necessary conditions for peace 
and to allay distrust.

The ensuing exchange of views reached the following conclusions:
- investment in the region from European companies should be encouraged and a strong 
partnership with civil society should be maintained and consolidated;
- in response to a question from Gabriele Albertini, Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
regarding the hypothesis of Israel joining the EU, Mr Verheugen stated the answer would 
come from a wider debate on EU enlargement and its borders. As there was no official 
opinion on the matter, his ‘personal and nonconventional’ position would be, ‘in principle, not 
to rule it out of consideration’;  
- the fact that relations began with the goal of setting up a vast marketplace was significant 
and reminiscent of a similar course of action taken in the EU's history;
- Europe must make itself sufficiently attractive to young people in education to 
counterbalance the pull of the USA;
- the aforementioned reactions of distrust are a judgment on the EU’s willingness to act in 
concert;
- work focusing on the joint, supra-regional management of the vital issue of water should be 
undertaken.

The chair thanked Mr Verheugen for his free and concise words.

4. Programme of activities for 2010

The chair said that he had proposed the following dates:
- the week of 15 February 2010 for the delegation visit to Israel
- week of 24 October 2010 for a meeting in Brussels with a delegation from the Knesset.

5. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would be held in Brussels on Wednesday, 2 December 2009.

The meeting closed at 10.00.
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